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Chronology 

 
Below is a structured chronology in broad periods; dates are approximate and 
follow mainstream academic periodization.  

 
1. From Exodus to Monarchic Israel (c. 13th–10th c. BCE) 

• c. 13th century BCE: Traditional dating of the Exodus from Egypt and 
covenant at Sinai; historically debated, but a key starting point for Israelite 
identity.  

• Late 13th–12th c. BCE: Settlement of Israelite tribes in the land of Canaan; 
emergence of a loose tribal confederation with charismatic “judges.”  

• c. 11th c. BCE: Formation of a monarchy under Saul; consolidation of tribal 
groups in the central hill country.  

• c. 1000–960 BCE: David’s reign; Jerusalem becomes political and cultic 
center of the united kingdom.  

• c. 960–930 BCE: Solomon’s reign; construction of the First Temple in 
Jerusalem; increasing centralization of worship and royal bureaucracy.  

 
2. Divided Monarchy and First Temple Destruction (10th–6th c. BCE) 

• After c. 930 BCE: Division into the northern Kingdom of Israel (capital 
Samaria) and southern Kingdom of Judah (capital Jerusalem).  

• 722/721 BCE: Assyrian conquest of the northern kingdom; deportation of 
elites and fragmentation of northern Israelite population.  

• Late 8th–7th c. BCE: Judah survives as a vassal kingdom amid Assyrian, 
then Babylonian, power; prophetic literature (e.g., Isaiah, Jeremiah) reflects 
this crisis world.  

• 586 BCE: Babylonian conquest of Judah; destruction of the First Temple; 
exile of a portion of the Judean elites to Babylonia.  
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• 6th c. BCE: “Exilic period”; beginnings of diaspora life in Babylonia; 
reworking of earlier traditions and texts that will form the Hebrew Bible.  

 
3. Second Temple, Persian and Hellenistic Eras (6th–2nd c. BCE) 

• 539 BCE: Cyrus of Persia conquers Babylon; imperial policy allows Judean 
exiles to return and rebuild the Temple.  

• 520–515 BCE: Rebuilding and dedication of the Second Temple in 
Jerusalem; Yehud as a small Persian province.  

• 5th–4th c. BCE: Ezra and Nehemiah; consolidation of Torah-centered 
communal life and priestly and scribal elites.  

• 4th c. BCE: Alexander the Great conquers the Near East; subsequent 
division into Ptolemaic and Seleucid spheres; diffusion of Hellenistic culture 
among Jews in Judea and the diaspora.  

• 2nd c. BCE (c. 167–160): Maccabean/Hasmonean revolt against Seleucid 
rule; rededication of the Temple (Hanukkah) and emergence of a semi-
independent Judean state.  

• 2nd–1st c. BCE: Hasmonean expansion and internal conflicts; pluralization 
of Judean religious life (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, other groups).  

 
4. Roman Rule, Second Temple Destruction, and Rabbinic Beginnings (1st c. 
BCE–5th c. CE) 

• 63 BCE: Pompey’s intervention; Judea becomes a Roman client state.  

• c. 37–4 BCE: Herod the Great’s reign; massive building projects including 
refurbishment of the Jerusalem Temple.  

• 1st c. CE: Diverse Jewish movements under Roman rule; emergence of the 
Jesus movement within a Jewish milieu.  

• 66–73 CE: First Jewish–Roman War; destruction of the Second Temple in 
70 CE marks the end of the sacrificial cult and the Temple-centred state.  
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• 132–135 CE: Bar Kokhba revolt; further devastation of Judea; Roman 
refoundation of Jerusalem as Aelia Capitolina and increasing dispersion of 
Jews.  

• 2nd–5th c. CE: Rabbinic movement takes shape, first in Roman/Byzantine 
Palestine and especially in Sasanian Babylonia; compilation of the Mishnah 
(early 3rd c.), Palestinian Talmud (c. 4th–5th c.), and Babylonian Talmud 
(completed c. 6th c.); Torah study and halakhah become central axes of 
Jewish life.  

 
5. Late Antiquity and Early Medieval Diasporas (c. 6th–10th c.) 

• 6th–7th c.: Babylonian Jewish communities flourish under Sasanian and 
then early Islamic rule; geonic academies at Sura and Pumbedita become 
intellectual centers for the wider Jewish world.  

• 7th–8th c.: Early Islamic conquests bring many Jewish communities under 
Muslim rule in the Near East, North Africa, and Iberia; Jews become 
dhimmis with varying degrees of protection and restriction.  

• c. 8th–9th c.: Karaite movement challenges rabbinic authority, emphasizing 
scripturalism against oral law.  

• 8th–10th c.: Beginnings of distinct Ashkenazic communities along the Rhine 
and in northern France, and Sephardic communities under Umayyad and 
later Muslim rule in al-Andalus.  

 
6. High Medieval Period: Ashkenaz, Sepharad, and Eastern Europe (c. 10th–
15th c.) 

• 10th–12th c.: “Golden Age” of many Sephardi communities in Muslim 
Spain; flourishing of Hebrew poetry, philosophy (e.g., Judah Halevi, 
Maimonides), and halakhic writing.  

• 11th–13th c.: Consolidation of Ashkenazic communities in the Rhineland, 
northern France, and later England; development of Ashkenazic rites and 
customs; commentary tradition (e.g., Rashi) shapes biblical and Talmudic 
study.  
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• Crusades (from 1096): Massacres and persecutions of Jews in the Rhineland 
during the First Crusade; intensification of legal restrictions and economic 
marginalization.  

• 12th–14th c.: Growth of Jewish communities in central and eastern Europe, 
including the Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, as 
rulers invite Jewish settlement for economic reasons.  

• 1290: Expulsion of Jews from England.  

• 1306, 1394: Major expulsions of Jews from France.  

• Mid-14th c.: Black Death pogroms in central Europe; accusations of well-
poisoning and widespread violence against Jewish communities.  

• 1492: Expulsion of Jews from Spain by the Catholic Monarchs; many 
Sephardim disperse to the Ottoman Empire, North Africa, Italy, and 
elsewhere.  

• 1496–97: Expulsions or forced conversions in Portugal; emergence of 
conversos and crypto-Jewish communities.  

 
7. Early Modern Transformations (16th–18th c.) 

• 16th c. The Ottoman Empire becomes a major center of Jewish life, 
especially in Salonika, Constantinople, and Safed; Safed emerges as a locus 
of halakhic and mystical creativity (e.g., Joseph Caro, Lurianic Kabbalah).  

• 16th–17th c.: Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth becomes the largest single 
center of world Jewry; Jews enjoy relative autonomy through communal 
institutions (kehillot, Council of Four Lands) despite periodic tensions.  

• 1648–49 and after: Khmelnytsky uprising and related wars devastate many 
Jewish communities in Ukraine and eastern Poland; large-scale massacres 
enter Ashkenazic collective memory as a turning point.  

• Late 17th c.: Sabbatean messianic movement around Sabbatai Zevi spreads 
across Sephardi and Ashkenazi worlds before collapsing after his conversion 
to Islam, leaving complex afterlives.  
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• 18th c.: Emergence of Hasidism in the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth 
(Ba‘al Shem Tov and successors), emphasizing devotional piety, charismatic 
leadership, and new forms of communal organization.  

• 18th c.: Parallel rise of the Haskalah (Jewish Enlightenment), initially in 
German lands, promoting rationalism, educational reform, and cultural 
integration into surrounding European societies.  

 
8. Emancipation, Migration, and Nationalism (19th–early 20th c.) 

• Late 18th–19th c.: Political emancipation of Jews in many Western and 
Central European states; Jews gradually gain civil rights in France, German 
lands, the Habsburg Empire, and elsewhere, often in exchange for 
dismantling corporate communal autonomy.  

• 19th c.: Differentiation of religious movements (Reform, 
Conservative/Positive-Historical, neo-Orthodoxy, modern Orthodoxy, ultra-
Orthodoxy) within European and later American Jewry.  

• 19th c.: Massive demographic weight of East European Jewry (Russian 
Empire, Congress Poland, Galicia) with vibrant traditionalist, Hasidic, and 
Haskalah-influenced cultures.  

• 1881–1914: Waves of pogroms and legal restrictions in the Russian Empire 
spur mass emigration; several million Jews migrate primarily to North 
America, but also to Western Europe, South Africa, and the Americas.  

• Late 19th c.: Emergence of political Zionism (e.g., Theodor Herzl); First 
Zionist Congress in 1897; establishment of early agricultural settlements 
(First and Second Aliyot) in Ottoman Palestine.  

• Early 20th c.: Jewish participation in socialist, Bundist, and other 
revolutionary movements in Eastern Europe; continued religious 
diversification in Europe and the Americas.  

• 1917: Balfour Declaration expresses British support for a “national home for 
the Jewish people” in Palestine.  

• Interwar period: Growth of Jewish cultural and political life in Poland and 
other successor states; rise of antisemitic movements and legislation across 
Europe.  
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9. Shoah, Statehood, and Postwar Realignments (mid-20th c.) 

• 1933: Hitler comes to power in Germany; progressive marginalization of 
Jews through laws, boycotts, and public violence.  

• 1935: Nuremberg Laws strip German Jews of citizenship and civil rights.  

• 1938: Kristallnacht pogrom across Germany and Austria; destruction of 
synagogues and Jewish property; large-scale arrests.  

• 1939–45: Second World War and the Shoah; systematic murder of 
approximately six million Jews by Nazi Germany and collaborators through 
ghettos, mass shootings, and extermination camps.  

• 1945: Liberation of camps; displaced persons camps in Europe; reorientation 
of surviving European Jewry and intensified support for Zionism.  

• 1947: UN Partition Plan proposes separate Jewish and Arab states in 
Palestine.  

• 1948: Declaration of the State of Israel; subsequent Arab–Israeli war and 
large-scale displacement of Arab population; Israel absorbs massive Jewish 
immigration from Europe and the Middle East.  

• 1950s–1960s: Continued aliyot from North Africa, the Middle East, Eastern 
Europe, and elsewhere; consolidation of Israeli political and military 
institutions.  

• 1967: Six-Day War; Israel gains control over the West Bank, Gaza, Sinai, 
and Golan Heights; major impact on regional politics and diaspora 
identification with Israel.  

• 1973: Yom Kippur War underscores regional instability and reshapes Israeli 
and diaspora perceptions.  

 
10. Contemporary Era (late 20th–21st c.) 

• 1970s–1980s: Struggle of Soviet Jewry and eventual mass emigration after 
the collapse of the USSR; major influx into Israel and substantial migration 
to the United States and Western Europe.  
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• 1979: Egypt–Israel peace treaty (Camp David Accords); first peace 
agreement between Israel and an Arab state.  

• 1993: Oslo Accords initiate a peace process between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, with mixed and contested outcomes.  

• 1990s–2000s: Global Jewish population centers are primarily in Israel and 
North America, with smaller but significant communities in Europe, Latin 
America, South Africa, and Australia; patterns of religious affiliation, 
identity, and practice shift.  

• 21st c.: Ongoing Israeli–Palestinian conflict, periodic wars and peace 
initiatives; internal debates within Israel and the diaspora over religion, state, 
identity, and memory of the Shoah; continued diversification of Jewish 
religious and cultural expression.  

 
 


