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CHANUKA
In 165 BCE, a Jewish revolt led by a priestly family against the Seleucid monarchy successfully recaptured the Temple, which was liberated and rededicated: Chanukat haBayit. A priestly family, Mattathias, led the revolt, particularly his sons, Judas Maccabeus, Jonathan Apphus and Simon Thassi and Simon's son, John Hyrcanus. 
The Book of Maccabees I, one of the Jewish Apocrypha, records their story. It gives the Hasmoneans' war religious meaning, describing it as a struggle against the suppression of Judaism that culminated in the purification and rededication of the Temple of Jerusalem. The rededication took eight days, hence the eight days of Hanukkah.
On the other hand, the Talmudic tradition stresses the miracle of the cruse of oil and mentions the Hasmonean struggle only cursorily. Remarkably, while the Talmud contains an entire tractate devoted to Purim, the Mishnah mentions no Chanukah. The Talmudic discussion begins with the question ma'ee Chanukah ("What is Hanukkah?"), as if the answer were not very well known.
The early Talmudic authorities sensed that the Hasmonean victories had already lost their lustre by the Mishnaic period. An early commentator, Abudraham, claimed that while the Hasmoneans were initially pious, they sinned by making themselves the rulers of the Jewish state, an office not to be assumed by a priestly family, the Kohanim; the Hasmoneans had no right to take the royal sceptre into their hands. So Herod exacted punishment for their "crime" and exterminated virtually all the Hasmoneans who were alive during his reign.
Rabbi Moses Sofer opined that Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi was responsible for the omission of Hanukkah from the Mishnah; he said that Yehudah HaNasi, who claimed to be a direct descendant of King David, regarded the Hasmoneans as usurpers since they were not members of the Davidic dynasty 
How the Story has been Transmitted
First Book of Maccabees
The book's setting is about a century and a half after the conquest of Judea by the Greeks under Alexander the Great, after Alexander's empire had been divided so that Judea was part of the Greek Seleucid Empire. It tells how the Greek ruler Antiochus IV tried to suppress basic Jewish law, resulting in a Jewish revolt against Seleucid rule. The book covers the revolt from 175 to 134 BC.  In the first chapter, Alexander the Great conquers Judea, only to be succeeded by the Seleucid Antiochus IV. After successfully invading the Ptolemaic kingdom of Egypt, Antiochus IV captured Jerusalem and removed the sacred objects from the Jerusalem temple, slaughtering many Jews. He then imposed a tax and established a fortress in Jerusalem.

Antiochus then tried to suppress public observance of Jewish laws in an attempt to secure control over the Jews. First, he desecrated the Temple by setting up an "abomination of desolation" (establishing rites of pagan observance in the Temple or sacrificing an unclean animal on the altar in the Holy of Holies). Second, Antiochus forbade both circumcision and possession of Jewish scriptures on pain of death. He forbade the observance of the Sabbath and the offering of sacrifices at the Temple. He also required Jewish leaders to sacrifice to idols. While enforcement may have targeted only Jewish leaders, ordinary Jews were also killed to warn others. Finally, Antiochus introduced Hellenistic culture; this process of Hellenization included building gymnasiums in Jerusalem. Among other effects, this discouraged the Jewish rite of circumcision even further, which had already been officially forbidden; a man's state could not be concealed in the gymnasium, where men trained and socialized in the nude. Nevertheless, 1 Maccabees also insists that many Jews sought out or welcomed the introduction of Greek culture. According to the text, some Jewish men even engaged in foreskin restoration to pass as fully Greek.
Mattathias calls upon people loyal to the traditions of Israel to oppose the invaders and the Jewish Hellenizers, and his three sons begin a military campaign against them. One complete loss of a thousand Jews (men, women and children) to Antiochus when the Jewish defenders refuse to fight on the Sabbath. The other Jews then reasoned that, when attacked, they must fight even on the holy day. Finally, in 165 BC, the Temple was freed and reconsecrated so that ritual sacrifices could begin again. Judas Maccabeus and his brothers instituted the festival of Hanukkah to celebrate this event (1 Macc. 4:59). 

TRACTAT SHABBATH Chapter 2
What is 'Hanukah? The rabbis taught: "On the twenty-fifth day of Kislev' Hanukah commences and lasts eight days, on which lamenting (in commemoration of the dead) and fasting are prohibited. When the Hellenists entered the sanctuary, they defiled all the oil that was found there. When the government of the House of Asmoneans prevailed and conquered them, oil was sought (to feed the holy lamp in the sanctuary) and only one vial was found with the seal of the high priest intact. The vial contained sufficient oil for one day only, but a miracle occurred, and it fed the holy lamp eight days in succession. These eight days were the following year established as days of good cheer, on which psalms of praise and acknowledgment (of God's wonders) were to be recited.
JOSEPHUS

The Jewish historian  Josephus narrates in his book, Jewish Antiquities  XII, how the victorious Judas Maccabeus ordered lavish yearly eight-day festivities after rededicating the Temple in Jerusalem that had been profaned by Antiochus IV Epiphanes.  Josephus does not say the festival was called Hanukkah but rather the "Festival of Lights":
"Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices of the Temple for eight days, and omitted no sort of pleasures thereon; but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he honoured God, and delighted them by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their customs, when, after a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of their worship, that they made it a law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. I suppose the reason was that this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and that thence was the name given to that festival. "
Al Hanisim

"We thank You also for the miraculous deeds and for the redemption and for the mighty deeds and the saving acts wrought by You, as well as for the wars which You waged for our ancestors in ancient days at this season. In the days of the Hasmonean Mattathias, son of Johanan the high priest, and his sons, when the iniquitous Greco-Syrian kingdom rose up against Your people Israel, to make them forget Your Torah and to turn them away from the ordinances of Your will, then You in your abundant mercy rose up for them in the time of their trouble, pled their cause, executed judgment, avenged their wrong, and delivered the strong into the hands of the weak, the many into the hands of few, the impure into the hands of the pure, the wicked into the hands of the righteous, and insolent ones into the hands of those occupied with Your Torah. Both unto Yourself did you make a great and holy name in Thy world, and unto Your people did You achieve a great deliverance and redemption. Whereupon your children entered the sanctuary of Your house, cleansed Your Temple, purified Your sanctuary, kindled lights in Your holy courts, and appointed these eight days of Hanukkah in order to give thanks and praises unto Your holy name."
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