
The Alef-Bets of Jewish Life 

Goals: 

• To provide an immersive Beit Midrash (study) experience for all those in our 
congregation who wish to participate: whether they are multi-generational HBT 
members, new to our congregation, new to Judaism, or just want to learn more. 

• To teach a number of “hard” Jewish skills as we build confidence engaging in 
Jewish life: whether it’s further knowledge of the Jewish bookshelf, how to host 
Shabbat and holiday meals, making shiva and hospital visits, the choreography of a 
Torah service, familiarity with Torah and Haftarah trope, and more. 

• To foster a community of learning within our congregation: in other words, 
connecting our congregants to each other around Jewish study. 

• Prepare those who wish to participate for their Adult B’nei Mitzvah experience: 
those seeking this special opportunity will be guided towards this meaningful life 
cycle event, in coordination with our Holy Blossom team (Rabbis, Cantors, Hebrew 
Coordinator, and B’nei Mitzvah Administrator). 

Timing 

• Monday nights, 6pm-8.30pm, starting with minyan 
• 6pm, minyan. 6.30-7.30pm Judaics class, 7.30-8.30pm Hebrew OR Trope 

(depending on date). Further information about those dates below. 
• Light dinner provided. 
• SIYYUM: Saturday, May 9, 2026 –10.30am, as part of Shabbat Morning Services! 

Course Outline (Team-Taught by Rabbis and Cantors) 

PART I: TORAH  

• November 3  
TALMUD TORAH: Study Is A Form of Worship  

• November 10  
AM HASEFER (People of the Book): The Jewish Bookshelf  

• November 17 
DERECH ERETZ: Jewish Law and Reform Judaism  

 

PART II: AVODAH 

• December 1 



The Building Blocks of Worship, A Special Focus on Shabbat  
• December 8 
•  The Torah Service, A Reenactment of Sinai  
• December 15 

Torah and Haftarah Trope 101  
 

PART III: G’MILUT CHASSADIM 

• January 26 
HACHNASAT ORCHIM: Sacred Time, Sacred Hospitality 

• February 2 
BIKKUR CHOLIM, NICHUM AVEILIM: Hospital and Shiva Visits 

• February 9 
TZEDAKAH & TIKKUN OLAM  

PART IV: B’NEI MITZVAH (with Rabbi Eliza McCarroll) 

• April 13  
What is B’nei Mitzvah? 

• April 20  
Living a Life of Mitzvot  

• April 27  
Siyyum – Preparation & Dress Rehearsal 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES: 

• Trope with Cantorial Soloist Lindi Rivers (7.30-8.15pm): January 26, February 2, 
February 9. 

• Hebrew with Dalia Alalouf (7.30pm-8.30pm): November 3, November 10, 
November 17, December 1, December 8, December 15, April 13, April 20, April 27  

• 6:30-7pm Hebrew Help (also with Dalia Alalouf): January 12, January 19, February 
23, March 9, March 30 


