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Sunday, February 25, 2018
11:00 am – Carnival fun for kids 

An Amazing Carnival for kids of all ages. Look out for new games for kids 8 and 
older, a bouncy castle for the little ones, and more!

The Purim Carnival is free and open to friends and neighbours, registration is 
required.  Food will be on sale during the event.

Monday, February 26
Mondays@theTemple Purim Party for seniors! Our own silly season – all in one day!

Wednesday, February 28
5:30 pm – Intergenerational Pot Luck Dinner

6:30 pm – Fiddlers on the Spoof! Megilah Reading and Sing Along Shpiel

Everybody’s favourite shtetl sets the scene for a rousing rendition of the story of 
Purim. Sing, dance, cry, kvell, and laugh with Holy Blossom staff and volunteers! 
Matchmaker, matchmater, will Esther ever find a match?

7:30 pm – Improv Night! Music, refreshments, and hilarity … featuring you!

Come ready to participate and celebrate Purim with wine, refreshments, and 
dessert! Let us know you’re coming…it’s time for fun 

For ages 13 and up! NEW THIS YEAR! one megilah reading for all within our 
Purim Shpiel “Fiddlers on the Spoof” at 6:30 pm

Turn your world upside down this Purim! For more information on any of our amazing 
Purim events, visit our website at: www.holyblossom.org

PURIM 2018 at Holy Blossom
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Rabbi Yael Splansky, Senior Rabbi

BUILDING 
WITH JEWISH VALUES

I write to you, dear congregants, when 
our Torah is scrolled to the words, “Make 
for Me a sanctuary and I will dwell among 
them” (Exodus 25:8). The first communal 
building project in Jewish history was 
The Mishkan, the portable sanctuary we 
carried with us throughout our desert 
wanderings. It was placed at the centre of 
the people; all the tribes were stationed 
around it in concentric circles. The 
Mishkan was the meeting place where the 
Israelites drew nearer to God’s Presence 
and to one another. It is in this spirit that 
we are now building our renewed Holy 
Blossom Temple.  

The structures and their contents will 
be exquisite, but more importantly, they 
will be expressions of our congregational 
values. Glass and steel, wood and stone, 
will reinforce what matters most to us. 
For example, we’ll walk on Jerusalem 
stone and be reminded of Rabbi Nachman 
of Bratzlav’s proverb:  “Wherever I walk, 
I am walking toward Jerusalem.” We’ll 
breathe the clean air, oxygenated by our 
Green Wall and LEEDS certification, to 
be reminded of Genesis’ command “to 
guard and protect” the earth.  We’ll easily 
navigate our way with the help of ramps 
and railings; our furniture and washrooms 
are designed to be fully accessible. 
Lighting and sound are increased, so we 
fulfill the Levitical mitzvot: “Do not offend 
people with hearing-impairment nor place 

a stumbling block before people with 
vision-impairment.” 

Our Leadership Centre will stand 
for Holy Blossom’s commitment 
to compassionate and courageous 
Jewish leadership. Our Youth Lounge, 
prominently placed, stands for our 
commitment to the coming generations. 
Our Library stands for our commitment 
to lifelong learning. Our Life Cycle Room 
stands for our commitment to families 
at every age and stage. There are two 
unique features which also speak to our 
congregational values.

Our Living Museum*

In our Plan on a Page, we commit: “To 
honour our past and boldly prepare for 
our future.”

As Toronto’s first synagogue, Holy 
Blossom Temple has many stories to tell.  
We often speak of our history and the 
leading figures who brought greatness 
and goodness to our congregation and 
beyond. There will be a number of 
places dedicated to sharing the treasures 
from our archives. In addition, we have 
designated one display case for a “Living 
Museum,” where congregants can, in 
rotation, share their family stories. I 
often hear such stories when I visit a 
shiva home, a beautiful ketubah, which 
belonged to her European grandparents, 
a black and white photograph of Eleanor 
Roosevelt hosted by Temple Sisterhood 
in his parents’ living room, a little prayer 
book inscribed by Rabbi Eisendrath 
before his father went off to war. Families 
will prepare an accompanying card to tell 
the story of each treasured heirloom. In 
this way, we honour our shared history.  

Our Tzedakah Centre*

In our Statement of Identity, we say: 

“Holy Blossom has fulfilled religious and 
civic duties by being at the forefront of 

major social justice issues, both within 
Canada and outside of its borders…. We 
encourage all who join us to continue 
our work in mending the world (Tikkun 
Olam).”

Within our Atrium there will be a Tzedakah 
Centre, a one-of-a-kind piece of furniture 
in the shape of Holy Blossom Temple. (NB: 
The image is the architectural rendering of 
it). Each “wing” of the Tzedakah Centre will 
contain a series of drawers of varying sizes. 
Each drawer will be labeled with the name 
of the congregant, or team of congregants, 
who are collecting something specific for 
someone specific. For example, a Bar/
Bat Mitzvah student may be collecting 
gently used sports equipment or children’s 
books for the less fortunate. Our Green 
Committee may collect used electronics 
and batteries for proper recycling. A 
physician may collect used eyeglasses to 
bring to a far-off community in need. Out 
of the Cold leadership may call for new 
socks or winter boots. On a rotating basis, 
congregants will have a chance to invite 
the generosity of fellow congregants. And 
in the middle of our Tzedakah Centre 
will be a tall tzedakah box in the shape of 
Jacob’s Tower. 

Our Docents*

We’d like a team of docents to give tours 
when Phase I is complete. Docents could 
be trained by our architects, our archivists, 
and our rabbis to share our congregational 
stories and demonstrate how our Temple 
is built by our congregational values. 

“Make for Me a sanctuary and I will dwell 
among them” (Exodus 25:8).  We are 
bringing these ancient words to life again, 
right here at 1950 Bathurst Street. How 
fortunate we are! 

RABBINIC REFLECTION

*  If your family has an historic object you’d 
like to loan to our Living Museum, or if you’d 
like to collect goods for a worthy cause 
through our Tzedakah Centre, or if you’d like 
to volunteer as a docent, please contact JoAnne 
Bieman at jbieman@holyblossom.org.  

Architectural rendering: Tzedakah Centre
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Judy Winberg, President, Holy Blossom Board of Directors

In the early 1930s, when the 
members of Holy Blossom 
Temple contemplated a move 
from downtown Toronto on Bond 
Street to vacant land on north 
Bathurst Street it must have 
been challenging to counter the 
skeptics. Our founders were big 
dreamers, and they were right.

In the 1950’s when our 
rapidly growing membership 
needed more classrooms to 
accommodate the post war 
baby boom and provide suitable 
space in which to deliver Jewish 
education, the dreamers once 
again knew what to do. The 
school wing was built and 
opened in 1960.

We are a congregation of 
dreamers and currently in 
our long 160-year history it is 
thrilling to be a member of Holy 
Blossom Temple.

The long-anticipated Renewal of 
Space and Spirit is upon us now 
and once again we are dreaming 
of how we will be transformed. 
I am so honoured to serve as 
the President of Holy Blossom 

Temple at this historic and 
pivotal moment in the life of 
our congregation and invite us 
all to dream together about the 
coming years.

A three-story high glass 
atrium will join the awesome 
sanctuary to brand new space 
where we will gather together 
for congregational Kiddush 
or, imagine, a new space for 
concerts with international 
musicians, an art exposition 
with a visiting show from the 
Israel Museum or children’s 
programs for the greater 
Toronto community. 

The new family chapel will host 
weekly Shabbat services and 
also be available for lectures, 
Town Hall gatherings or 
wedding receptions that local 
event planners will be able to 
offer as the most exciting new 
venue in the city. 

Imagine as more young families 
join the Temple and share with 
their friends that Holy Blossom 
welcomes them and provides 
programming for the diverse 

Toronto Jewish community in the 
areas of worship, learning and 
social justice. 

Holy Blossom Temple, the first 
Reform Temple in Toronto and 
among the largest congregations 
in North America, has an 
international reputation because 
of our acclaimed clergy, our 
innovative educational and 
social justice programming 
and the strength, support and 
commitment of our membership. 
Our reputation will be even 
further enhanced when the 
renewed space is revealed.

There is much to be done. Let’s 
plan and dream together and 
take an active role in the life 
of the renewed Holy Blossom 
Temple. Please consider offering 
your time and expertise as a 
volunteer on a regular basis or 
talk to me about your idea for a 
special project that you can bring 
to the Temple. 

On behalf of the Holy Blossom 
Board of Directors, Chag Purim 
Sameach to you and your 
families!

COME, LET’S DREAM 
TOGETHER

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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The living room is really the heart of 
a home. It’s comfort. It’s where we 
sit down and take a moment with a 
cup of coffee. Or connect with family 
and friends to chat, discuss issues 
of the day, and often, celebrate. 
Typically, it’s the central hub around 
which other spaces in our homes 
are built. Our new Central Atrium at 
Holy Blossom has been conceived to 
be all of that and more. 

If you’ve been an avid follower of 
our Renewal communications (for 
the last decade or so!) you know 
that we’ve talked in the broadest 
terms of our Atrium connecting all 
aspects of Temple life … from prayer 
in our main sanctuary, to learning 
in our school wing, to simchas in 
our congregational hall. And you’ve 
seen the gorgeous architectural 
renderings that give you a good 
sense of the visual appeal of the 
space. 

But as we rapidly approach 
completion of Phase 1 construction, 
and our planned opening sometime 
this summer, we thought this would 
be a perfect time to take a more 
detailed walk through all that our 
new, light-filled Atrium will offer us 
at Temple. So come on in with us 
through the main Ava Road doors. 
There’s much to see and do …

First, you’ll want to make a beeline 
to our Holy Grounds Café. Imagine, 
getting an excellent cuppa joe at 
Temple! Or a fair-trade cappuccino 
or latte. Or choose from a selection 
of herbal teas. Details are still 
brewing, but Holy Grounds will be 
an intimate and warm place where 

you can grab a drink and then find 
a comfortable space to sit down in 
our Library or Atrium … to do a bit of 
work, talk with friends or just sit and 
grab a bit of valuable quiet time.

We want you to spend as much time 
as you’d like in your Temple living 
room. And yes, we know that finding 
a comfortable perch was a difficult 
proposition in the old Holy Blossom. 
To that end, our new sofas and 
chairs in the Atrium will be both 
durable and comfortable for all ages 
– Little Blossoms to seniors. They’ll 
also provide a perfect vantage point 
to contemplate our …

… new living wall, climbing high 
up the west-side of the Atrium. The 
whole of our new campus will be 
environmentally-friendly with a 
LEED Silver certification, but the 
living wall, in particular, brings a 
visible, sustainable and healthy 

vibe to our Atrium and is also a 
wonderful teaching tool for the little 
ones.  

From there, take a few short steps 
over to our new Judaica Shop, 
and say hello to one of our friendly 
Sisterhood volunteers behind the 
counter. Beyond the shop itself, 
we plan to have all of the gorgeous 
items displayed in full-colour on our 
website, and we’re actively looking 
into an on-line shopping experience, 
as well. As always, all proceeds from 
our Judaica Shop go to Sisterhood to 
support Temple activities.

Now, stroll a little southward from 
the shop and you’ll find the private 
and comfortable Life Cycle Room 
where you can have an intimate 
discussion with our Rabbis or other 
clergy prior to your family events.

Next, continue along towards the 
Main Sanctuary. What you’ll see is a 

WELCOME TO HOLY BLOSSOM’S  
LIGHT-FILLED LIVING ROOM
article by: David Rosenberg, Communications Chair, Renewal Project Steering Committee

The view of the north end of the Atrium overlooking the lower courtyard and 
looking out over Dewbourne
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stunning entrance hallway, featuring 
12 wood panels, each with a carving of 
one of the Tribes of Israel. 

From the first floor, climb the winding 
staircase (or take the elevator) to 
the Atrium’s 2nd level. Cast your eyes 
skyward again, through the glass 
ceiling as you make your way toward 
our new Family Chapel. Designed to 
be multi-purpose with seating that can 
be configured for different needs, our 
Family Chapel is a soulful, welcoming 
space where we can gather for prayer, 
simchas, concerts or other community 
events. 

There’s also quiet gallery space on 
the second floor where you can grab a 
comfortable seat and admire rotating 
art displays, as well as a large curved 
display case that will house our rare 
Scrolls of the Prophets.

And of course, it almost goes without 
saying that all our new and re-
imagined Renewal spaces will be fully 
accessible, built to the latest AODA 
guidelines.

So, hopefully with the help of this 

little walk-thru, we’ve whet your 
appetite and you can begin to 
sense how our Central Atrium 
– our Temple living room – will 
change how we experience not 
only all that we offer at Holy 
Blossom, but also how we connect 
with one another. And there are 
still so many exciting details to 
come. As with any space in a new 
home, there is also a lot that we do 
not yet know about living there. 
We’ll learn from using it day to day, 
and continually work to improve 
the experience based on those 
learnings. 

One thing is certain about our 
Atrium though, even as we see it 
taking shape at this early stage: 
Life can blossom here.

A beautiful view of the Atrium looking south towards the main Ava Road entrance

Standing on the second floor 
overlooking the Atrium and the 

gorgeous new circular stairway that 
links all 4 levels of the campus
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CORNERSTONE DEDICATION REMARKS 
BY TOM FRIEDLAND, CHAIR, RENEWAL PROJECT STEERING COMMITTEE
First night of Chanukah, December 12, 2017
Hello, I’m Tom Friedland, Chair of our Renewal Project Steering 
Committee.  On behalf of the Renewal Project Steering and Building 
Committees, welcome and Happy Chanukah!
As you may have noticed from your time at Temple (or from our bi-
weekly updates in Life at Holy Blossom or from our two live-streaming 
cameras that I know you all watch every day), there’s still a little bit of 
construction work left to finish off Phase 1!  Nevertheless, we are very 
excited (and, indeed, proud and honoured) to be here on this first night 
of Chanukah to mark an important milestone:  the dedication of the 
cornerstone for our new space.
This moment in time has been reached through the hard work and 
dedication of so many people, including:
•	 Our generous donors – this year alone we have raised over $5 

million in new gifts as our momentum brings us ever closer to 
achieving our Phase 1 fundraising goals.  Indeed, as you’ve heard, 
“Aleinu:  It is upon Us” – with everyone contributing aspirationally, 
each according to her or his means, dare we dream of completing 
our fundraising before construction is finished this summer?

•	 Our ever-patient clergy and Temple staff, who, among their 
many talents, have kept the Temple fully operational throughout 
construction

•	 Our tremendously supportive ward Councillor, Joe Mihevc
•	 Our incredibly tolerant and supportive neighbours – sorry about 

the little bit of extra noise, dust and traffic!
•	 Our outside professional partners at Diamond Schmitt Architects 

(represented this evening by Duncan Higgins), Alliance7 
(our Owner’s Representative, Aaron Bruno) and Pomerleau 
Construction

•	 Every single member of HBT, past present and future – as Rabbi 
Splansky says: “A congregation that is capable of undertaking such 
an enormous endeavour - the largest ever Canadian synagogue 
building project - is surely a congregation worth belonging to.” 

•	 Our many super-dedicated lay volunteers in the areas of 
construction, fundraising, communications, engagement, transition, 
financial controls and many other areas – we’ve only been at this 
for a couple of decades now – I’m sure everyone is eagerly looking 
forward to starting Phase 2 construction soon enough!

•	 And representing these many, many lay and professional 
leaders are the following members of our Steering and Building 
Committees:

•	 Cary Solomon, Chair of our Building Committee since his 
early 20s - even before I became involved!

•	 Joan Garson, the Temple’s immediate Past President and 
Chair of our Fundraising Committee

•	 Judy Winberg, our newly-elected Temple President and 
leader of our Transition Committee

•	 Mark Anshan, also a Temple Past President and a 
member-at-large of our Steering Committee

•	 Jonathan King, a dedicated member of our Building 
Committee, working closely with Cary, Aaron and Duncan 
every week

•	 Russ Joseph, our Temple’s Executive Director and our key 
(and tireless) professional support

•	 David Rosenberg, Chair of our Communications 
Committee, who, unfortunately is not able to be here 
tonight

•	 and, of course, Rabbi Splansky, who aside from her 
important role in our “Renewal of Space” is the 
undisputed leader and driver of our companion “Renewal 
of Spirit” - we need both Renewal of Space and Renewal of 
Spirit for life at Temple to fully “blossom”

So, just before we do the grand reveal, there are a few ways that you 
will need to use your imagination when you see the cornerstone.  First, 
this is a dedication ceremony, not the actual laying of our cornerstone, 
which in due course (and certainly before our formal ribbon cutting 
ceremony) will be installed in front of the new Ava Road entrance to our 
campus – and not here in the Main Sanctuary!
And, second, the engraving will be filled in with bronze pin lettering to 
make it more visible.  As a consequence, you may not be able to see the 
words clearly from where you are sitting – please come up to the bimah 
after the concert for a closer view.  
As a preview, the words on the cornerstone - in both Hebrew and 
English - reflect the evolution of our campus over time, from generation 
to generation:
•	 from 1938 – the building of our Beit Tefillah – this beautiful 

sanctuary - our House of Prayer
•	 to 1960 – the construction of our Beit Midrash – the School Wing - 

our House of Learning 
•	 to 2018– the opening of our Beit Knesset – our House of Gathering, 

featuring our light-filled Atrium – the Temple’s new living room– 
connecting all aspects of our congregational life, including both 
Prayer and Learning 

And so, without any further ado….

From left to right: Joan Garson, Cary Solomon, Mark S. Anshan, Russ Joseph, Judy Winberg, Jonathan King, Tom Friedland, and 
Rabbi Yael Splansky Photo by: Paul Hellen
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For Michael Bregman, longtime 
congregant and well-known leader 
in business and philanthropy, 
Holy Blossom’s historic Renewal 
Campaign could not have come 
soon enough. 
“I’m proud to be a member of Holy 
Blossom Temple,” says Michael, 
who is currently the president 
and CEO of Tailwind Capital, 
an investment firm focused on 
publicly-traded companies, “We 
very much wanted to give our 
children a liberal Jewish education. 
Holy Blossom was the right place 
for us and remains the right place 
for me today.” 
As the decades passed, Michael 
and his growing family celebrated 
many happy milestones within 
Holy Blossom, including the Bnei 
Mitzvot of his four children. The 
family also attended regularly 
at the High Holy Days and other 
Jewish celebrations. 
However, while Holy Blossom’s 
services and programs were 
enlightening and inspiring, 
Michael could not help but notice 
an increasing deterioration of 
the Temple’s physical facilities. 

In Michael’s opinion, the state of 
the building was not keeping pace 
with the beauty and majesty of that 
which occurred within Temple’s 
walls. 
“Holy Blossom is an icon,” says 
Michael. “But the old building 
had become dilapidated and was 
anything but iconic. Early on, I 
spoke up for the need for a major 
renovation. So when Renewal 
was announced, I felt very much 
motivated to make a major gift. 
I had the means to do so and felt 
lucky to be in a position to help.” 
For Michael, membership at Holy 
Blossom is about much more 
than belonging to a prestigious 
Congregation with an international 
reputation of excellence. For him, 
participation at Holy Blossom is 
an individual and spiritual matter, 
something that provides him with 
enrichment and pleasure. 
“Synagogue is not something I am 
obligated to attend,” says Michael. 
“Participation is completely my 
choice, and when I attend, I do 
so with a sense of pride at being 
part of the traditions. I go to High 
Holiday services, usually with some 

of my children, and it’s something 
I look forward to each year. I may 
not appear at Temple very often, 
but when I am there, it’s because I 
want to be there.” 
In addition to participating as 
a donor, Michael also serves on 
the Renewal Project Campaign 
Cabinet, a group of Temple leaders 
who are devoted to completing the 
Phase 1 fundraising Campaign. 
“I get many requests to serve the 
community,” says Michael. “I turn 
most of them down because of 
practical limitations. But Holy 
Blossom is important to me and 
the future of the Congregation is 
important to me. I want to see this 
community thrive for generations 
to come. I felt this effort was 
something I wanted to join.” 
To date, Renewal has raised over 
$27 million of our Phase 1 $31.5 
million goal. 
To discuss your own commitment 
to Renewal, please contact our 
Director of Development, Jonathan 
Ain at 416.789.3291 ext. 249 or 
jain@holyblossom.org.

For Michael Bregman, 
giving to Renewal, 
just makes sense

From left to right: Joan Garson, Cary Solomon, Mark S. Anshan, Russ Joseph, Judy Winberg, Jonathan King, Tom Friedland, and 
Rabbi Yael Splansky
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HABSTY board members, Carly 
Baldachin, Georgia Blatt, Amy Lester, 
and Avishai Sol look ahead to reclaiming 
a teen space in our new building. They 
shared with us their excitement and 
hopes for the new space, and those 
who will use it, as well as a wish list of 
what they hope to see in the new Youth 
Lounge:
Part of what makes Holy Blossom’s 
Renewal Project so meaningful is that 
we are physically turning a page in the 
history of the community we love. 
Keeping the old friends and events 
the same while giving our precious 
Holy Blossom Temple the facilities 
it deserves. The same can be said in 
miniature, for the new HABSTY youth 
Lounge. Keeping HABSTY its same old 
self while giving it some new polish is 
not only just a fun time for our teens, 
but will also inspire a greater sense 
of community, and closeness in our 
younger HABSTYites. 
I like to say that our youth group’s 
membership is at a crossroads between 
two generations of high schoolers. The 
previous group remembers fondly the 
lounge nights and program planning 
that went on in our old HABSTY youth 
lounge. As our new HABSTY members 
join, they will remember this as not 
only their first accomplishment with 
HABSTY, but also their first home with 
Holy Blossom as well. 
The new HABSTY lounge will be a space 
within our building that teens can call 
their own. It will be a place to come 
relax, eat some great food, meet new 
people and learn a little.

Our wishlist for the new lounge includes:
•	 A large space allowing us to have space to move around and have 

programs and activities
•	 Putting a rug in the middle of the room would also add style
•	 Comfortable couches, bean bag chairs, pillows to make it look 

welcoming and inviting for people to come in 
•	 A fridge
•	 Generous sized white board/chalk board to use for programs and 

meetings
•	 Lots of shelving space and cupboards to store program materials

We are excited about the prospect of 
the lounge being used throughout the 
week, at various times, for various 
groups of teens, and young people!
Our hope is that having a dedicated 
youth space in the building, will give 
teens a sense of belonging, and that 
they will want to come hang out and 
spend time with friends.

Saying goodbye to the youth lounge, HABSTY members Avery Beutel, Georgia 
Blatt, and Liam Vrooman write their messages on the walls.

EXCITEMENT FOR THE YOUTH LOUNGE IS BUILDING!
During these two years of renewal, 
we have missed having a space to 
call our own. Although many of our 
current board members are graduating 
this year, we are excited that future 
generations of youth at Holy Blossom 
will have this great space to call their 
own and look forward to help creating 
it once renewal is complete.
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When staff and volunteers packed up Holy Blossom’s Sisterhood Library in preparation for 
the Temple’s Renewal Project, it seemed that the new Library, adjacent to the Atrium, our 

congregational gathering space, was a distant dream.  
But…Aleinu, it is upon us…very soon…and the Library Working Group is busy 
getting ready.  

A team of staff and volunteers, led by senior staff and inspired by our Senior Rabbi, 
we have discussed and planned our new space and the services we hope to provide. 
While the Temple’s Renewal Team are ensuring that the library infrastructure 

including furniture and equipment will be in place, Working Group volunteers 
have begun the very satisfying, albeit dusty, work of sorting and assessing the 
Library’s collections and preparing them for display in the new space.
Currently, much of the Library’s collections are dispersed on the second floor of 

the original school wing and the rest stored elsewhere on site.  The most current 
and attractive of these will be available in the new Library while the rest of the useful 
items remain accessible in the school wing.  Members of the Temple community will 
be able to browse these items on site or sign them out on loan.

Just as Holy Blossom is a sacred community where life can blossom, we envision the 
Temple Library to be a place where Jewish literacy blossoms in a warm inviting 

space: multigenerational in focus with diverse collections and programming 
for all ages.

We look forward to welcoming you to our new Library in the coming months!

JEWISH LITERACY IS BLOSSOMING
article by: Caroline Ingvaldsen, Library Working Group

THE INCLUSIVE SPIRIT OF RENEWAL
article by: Tema Smith, Director of Community Engagement

As a congregation, Holy Blossom has 
been committed to making it possible 
for everyone to attend our programs 
and services. 

However, one of the unique challenges 
of an old building is bringing it up to 
modern accessibility standards. Our 
Renewal of Space is allowing us to 
create a congregational home that 
is accessible to all members of our 
community. 

With features like power doors, a 
wheelchair-accessible welcome 
desk, an elevator that serves all parts 
of the building, and better sound 

systems with hearing assist devices, 
our updated space will bring our 
inclusive spirit to life! 

Planning for an accessible space 
has been a priority throughout 
the process, including extensive 
preparatory work before we began 
construction to ensure that our 
space during the Renewal Project 
would remain available to all, no 
matter their physical limitations. 

We are thrilled that we are on the 
cusp of revealing this beautiful 
and fully accessible space to 
our community. Combined with 

staff training to bring us up-to-
date with the Access for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act, and website 
enhancements soon to come, Holy 
Blossom will continue to anticipate 
the needs of more of our congregants 
and members of the community at 
large.

Life can blossom here.

For more information about Holy 
Blossom’s Inclusive Spirit, please visit 
our website at:
holyblossom.org/inclusive-spirit
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REMARKS FROM THE  
CHANUKAH & CORNERSTONE DEDICATION CELEBRATION
Tom Friedland

This moment in time has been reached 
through the hard work and dedication 
of so many people, including:
Our generous donors – this year alone 
we have raised over $5 million in 
new gifts as our momentum brings 
us ever closer to achieving our Phase 
1 fundraising goals. Indeed, as you’ve 
heard, “Aleinu: It is upon Us” – with 
everyone contributing aspirationally, 
each according to her or his means, 
dare we dream of completing our 
fundraising before construction is 
finished this summer?
Our ever-patient clergy and Temple 
staff, who, among their many talents, 
have kept the Temple fully operational 
throughout construction
Our tremendously supportive ward 
Councillor, Joe Mihevc
Our incredibly tolerant and supportive 
neighbours – sorry about the little bit 
of extra noise, dust and traffic!
Our outside professional partners 
at Diamond Schmitt Architects 
(represented this evening by Duncan 
Higgins), Aaron Bruno of Alliance7 
(our Owner’s Representative) and 
Pomerleau Construction
Every single member of HBT, past 
present and future – as Rabbi Splansky 
says: “A congregation that is capable 
of undertaking such an enormous 
endeavour - the largest ever Canadian 
synagogue building project - is surely 
a congregation worth belonging to.” 
Our many super-dedicated 
lay volunteers in the areas 
of construction, fundraising, 

communications, engagement, 
transition, financial controls and many 
other areas – we’ve only been at this 
for a couple of decades now – I’m sure 
everyone is eagerly looking forward 
to starting Phase 2 construction soon 
enough!
And representing these many many 
lay and professional leaders are the 
following members of our Steering 
and Building Committees:
Cary Solomon, Chair of our Building 
Committee since his early 20s - even 
before I became involved!
Joan Garson, the Temple’s immediate 
Past President and Chair of our 
Fundraising Committee
Judy Winberg, our newly-elected 
Temple President and leader of our 
Transition Committee
Mark Anshan, also a Temple Past 
President and a member-at-large of 
our Steering Committee
Jonathan King, a dedicated member 
of our Building Committee, working 
closely with Cary, Aaron and Duncan 
every week
Russ Joseph, our Temple’s Executive 
Director and our key (and tireless) 
professional support
David Rosenberg, Chair of our 
Communications Committee, who, 
unfortunately is not able to be here 
tonight
and, of course, Rabbi Splansky, who 
aside from her important role in our 
“Renewal of Space” is the undisputed 
leader and driver of our companion 

“Renewal of Spirit” - we need both 
Renewal of Space and Renewal 
of Spirit for life at Temple to fully 
“blossom”
So, just before we do the grand reveal, 
there are a few ways that you will 
need to use your imagination when 
you see the cornerstone. First, this is 
a dedication ceremony, not the actual 
laying of our cornerstone, which in 
due course (and certainly before our 
formal ribbon cutting ceremony) will 
be installed in front of the new Ava 
Road entrance to our campus – and 
not here in the Main Sanctuary!
And, second, the engraving will be 
filled in with bronze pin lettering 
to make it more visible. As a 
consequence, you may not be able to 
see the words clearly from where you 
are sitting – please come up to the 
bimah after the concert for a closer 
view. 
As a preview, the words on the 
cornerstone - in both Hebrew and 
English - reflect the evolution of our 
campus over time, from generation to 
generation:
•	 from 1938 – the building of our 

Beit Tefillah – this beautiful 
sanctuary - our House of Prayer

•	 to 1960 – the construction of our 
Beit Midrash – the School Wing - 
our House of Learning 

•	 to 2018– the opening of our Beit 
Knesset – our House of Gathering, 
featuring our light-filled Atrium 
– the Temple’s new living room– 
connecting all aspects of our 
congregational life, including both 
Prayer and Learning 

And so, without any further ado….

This quiet, contemplative gallery space is located on the second floor of the Atrium. Here, you can grab 
a comfortable seat and admire rotating art displays, as well as a large curved display case that will 
house our rare Scrolls of the Prophets (pictured above). The stunning design provided by our architects, 
Diamond Schmitt, and approved by the Renewal Building Committee, is being manufactured by the 
highly-regarded millwork firm of MCM 2001, the selected trade for all of the millwork in this phase of 
Renewal of Space.

Note: this rendering of the second floor Apse display case (back) is based upon current design direction and 
subject to minor changes.
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Recently, while working with the 
Archives, we left a drawer of one 
of our filing cabinets open. This 
drawer contained many marriage 
record books including a rather 
large book that lies on top of the 
others dating back to the late 1800s. 
Two Temple staff members passed 
by this open drawer and stopped 
to see what this very old book was. 
They were so intrigued by what they 
found that they wanted to spend 
more time reading the names of 
those who might be recorded in it. 
What was it that drew them to this 
item? What other items might have 
intrigued them—and others in our 
congregation?
Holy Blossom’s Archives is fortunate 
to have many objects, books and 
records that date back to our earliest 
days. Our archivists of the past, Dr. 
David Eisen, Judy Bohnen, and David 
Hart, worked diligently to preserve 
our history and to find ways to tell 
our story. Now it is our turn.

Our new atrium will contain spaces 
designed to display many articles 
important to the history of Holy 
Blossom throughout its 160 years 
of existence. 

The Archives Committee has been 
charged with the responsibility of 
selecting items in our collection for 
these displays, and, with the help of 
others, figure out how best to create 

HOW DO WE TELL OUR STORY?
article by: Michael Cole & Sheila Smolkin, Temple Archives

Mark Goodman (left) and Rabbi Jordan Helfman using Rabbi Eisendrath’s Yad 
to examine the Book of Marriages (1858-1878).

Bulletin_Feb2018_FINAL.indd   14 2/16/2018   2:52:21 PM



BULLETIN PURIM 2018 15

something that will be of interest to 
our members and those who visit 
our new space. 
What was our congregation like in 
1856? How did our congregation 
change from Orthodox to Reform? 
How did we get our name (one that 
is unique among synagogues)?
 Why did we move to Bathurst 
Street in the 1930s in the midst of 
the Great Depression? Who were 
the movers and shakers in the 
congregation that led us so well? 
The number of questions goes on 
and on. We have possible answers to 
some, simple speculation to others.

If you have questions about our 
history, we invite you to send them 
to: archives@holyblossom.org. 
We will attempt to answer them and 
perhaps even feature the topic in 
one of our displays. 
Stay tuned!

Michael Cole and Sheila Smolkin admiring the Yad presented to the “Holy 
Blossoms” of Toronto from the Asher Family of Montreal (parents of A.G. Asher, a 
founding member of our congregation).

Then and now: The crew from 1937 taking a break from working on the construction of our 1938 building (left). Above, 
our current crew is hard at work on the Atrium Space. 
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Sylvia Alter, mother of Cathy 
Greenbaum and Barry Alter

Gordon Atlin, husband of Sandra Atlin; 
father of Joan Atlin, Gary Atlin and 
Mark Atlin

Sheila Bacher, mother of Jodi Katz, 
Paul Katz and Andrea Katz

Esther Baker, mother of Dr. Michael 
Baker

Jean Beranbaum, mother of Dr. Judi 
Kobrick, Renee Leventhal and Tina 
Beranbaum

Sheila Berson, mother of Bradley 
(Andy) Berson, Larry Berson and 
Joanne Cassel; sister of Paula Kirsh and 
Linda Solomon

Harvey Borden, father of Dr. Barry 
Borden and Gloria Wunder

Dr. Harvey Brooker, husband of Grace 
Brooker; father of Michael Brooker and 
Dena Brooker

Esther Lynne Burnett, wife of Theodore 
Burnett; mother of Emily Bloomberg, 
Zachary Burnett and Joshua Burnett; 
sister of Neal Roth

Ted B. Chester, husband of Sophie 
Chester; father of Rochelle Chester, 
Norman Chester and Melanie Zeldman

Reba Clodman, mother of Sara 
Clodman and JoMira Clodman

Michael Drache, brother of Miriam 
Dryer and Daniel Drache

Donald (Corky) Farb, husband of Toby 
Farb; father of Robin Farb-Eckler, Dr. 
Richard Farb and Robert Farb

Ian Fedder, brother of Susan Fine and 
Roselyn Garber Toledano

Gloria Fine Linds, mother of David Linds 
and Mitchell Linds

Rose Fluxgold, mother of Howard 
Fluxgold, Ken Fluxgold and Julie 
Amourgis

Dr. Harvey Bernard Freedman, husband 
of Sonya Freedman; father of Wendy 
Freedman, Janis Freedman Bellow 
and Robert Freedman; brother of Bea 
Sidlofsky

Deborah Gans, wife of Dr. Marvin Gans; 
mother of Jeffrey Gans, Michael Gans 
and Keira Gans; sister of Lynn Seligman 
and Gwenn Liss

Barry Goldblatt, father of Tera 
Goldblatt and Matthew Goldblatt

Goldie Goldstein, mother of Paula Basil, 
Sabina Lefler and Anita Goldstein

Mary Greenberg, mother of John 
Greenberg, Stephen Greenberg 
and Sandy Greenberg; sister of Lou 
Goodfield and Harry Goodfield

Joel S. Greisman, husband of Ruth 
Greisman; father of Susan Segal, Lois 
Greisman and Margot Greisman

Evelyn Hamovitch, mother of Dr. 
Gregory Hamovitch, Eric Hamovitch, 
Nonnie Hamovitch, and Jonathan 
Hamovitch

Lillian Hart, mother of Janis Hart, Phil 
Hart and David Hart; sister of Rosie 
Tabachnick

Tilya Helfield, mother of Dr. Gillian 
Helfield, Marie Finkelstein, Dr. Randa 
Helfield, and Dr. James Helfield; sister 
of Pauline Becker, Susan Newman and 
Dr. Ralph Gallay

Ruby Herman-Green, mother of Robert 
Herman and Peter Herman

Norma Kamin, mother of Jill Kamin, 
Debbie Meiliken and Howard Kamin

Irving Kates, husband of Sharon Kates; 
father of Allan Kates, David Kates and 
Robert Kates

Sandra Roslyn Katz, mother of Eric 
Katz, Aryeh (Lorne) Katz and Gordon 
Katz

Jolan Klein, mother of Barbara Klein 
and Erika Komlos

Murray Koffler, husband of Marvelle 
Koffler; father of Tom Koffler, Leon 
Koffler, Theo Koffler, Adam Koffler, and 
Tiana Boyman

Julia Ann Lavine, wife of Lloyd Lavine; 
step-mother of Mona Rosenberg and 
Susan Scrimgeour

Jacob Seymour Locketz, father of 
Happy (Esphira) Iscove and Cheryl 
Veiner

Blanche Magder, aunt of Mark Gollom

Adele Mamott, mother of Jacqueline 
Mamott and Isaac Mamott

Sheldon Manly, husband of Doreen 
Manly; father of Stephen Manly, 
Melissa Avrich and Lorne Manly; 
brother of Allen Manly and Jeffrey 
Manly

Pnina Margolese, sister of Karen 
Dankwerth

Eli Miller, brother of Rose Jackie Koblin

Joyce Milrod, wife of Dr. Samuel 
Milrod; mother of Wendy Sassaman, 
Leslie Milrod and Linda Milrod; sister of 
Marilyn Gross

Anna (Hanka) Newman, mother of 
Jack Newman

Janie Rigler, mother of Bonnie Hoppe 
and Joanne Rovet

Helen Roth, mother of Faye Librach, 
Sherrie Hertz and Alex Roth; sister of 
Betty Fishman

Laura Schecter, mother of Eileen 
Tichauer

Thomas Schwartz, husband of Marjorie 
Schwartz; father of Jamie Schwartz, 
Emily (Schwartz) and Andrew 
Schwartz; son of Pearl Schwartz

Lillian Ser, wife of Bernard Ser; mother 
of Eddi Ser and Seva Ser

Barry and Honey Sherman, father and 
mother of Lauren Sherman, Alex 
Sherman, Jonathan Sherman, and 
Kaelen Sherman; brother and sister-in-
law of Sandra Florence

Arthur Smith, father of Sandi Smith, 
Karen Smith and Laura Smith

Sara Speigel, mother of David Speigel, 
Alex Speigel and Susan Speigel; sister 
of Michael Feldman

Vladimir Steinberg, father of Elen 
Steinberg; sister of Galina Zalevsky

Bernie Unger, brother of Alan Peters

Bernard Ungerman, husband of 
Monique Ungerman; father of Nicole 
Levinsohn and Jason Ungerman; 
brother of Marvin Ungerman and 
Elayne Wortsman

Marvin Martin Warsh, father of 
Beverley Basen, Robert Warsh and 
Douglas Warsh

Lucy Cherniak Weinstein, mother of 
Leon Cherniak, Lloyd Cherniak and 
Linda Colman

Burton Winberg, husband of Marilyn 
Winberg; father of Jack Winberg, Alan 
Winberg and Carole Winberg; brother 
of Milton Winberg

Jonathan Wolfe, husband of Amal 
Wolfe; father of Rachel Wolfe and 
Michael Wolfe; brother of Elizabeth 
Wolfe.

Stanley Wolfson, father of Teri Leese 
and Susannah Wolfson Bell

Marlene Zeldin, wife of Dr. Robert 
Zeldin; mother of Jamie Zeldin, David 
Zeldin, Michael Zeldin, and Adam 
Zeldin; daughter of Mary Leston; sister 
of Susan Leston

IN MEMORIAM...
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Samantha Sherman
Daughter of Elda & 
Jonathan Sherman

Sat, October 7, 2017

B’NEI MITZVAH

WELCOME TO OUR
CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY
Weddings & Engagements
Diana & Dr. Ivan Hronsky, on the engagement of their daughter, Danielle 
to Jamie Harnish, son of Lou & Lon Harnish. 

Debbi & Bobby Moses on the engagement of their son, Jesse to Jessica 
Villemaire, daughter of Mark & Jennifer Villemare.  Wedding to be held 
on October 8th 2018.

Marlene & Jeff Axler on the marriage of their son, Daniel to Rebecca 
Goodman, daughter of Louise & Sheldon Goodman, which took place in 
January 2018.

Rena & Robert Bader on the marriage of their daughter, Avi Leigh to 
Jacob Simeon Doran, son of Sue & Alan Doron of London, which took 
place in September 2017 in London England.  

Susan Davis & David Dewitt on the marriage of their son Barry to Sarah 
Levitt, daughter of Maureen Shandling & Sheldon Levitt who were married 
on February 10, 2018.

Wendy & Ron Peck on the marriage of their son Jonathan Peck to Lesley 
Gelman, daughter of Debbie & Allan Gelman, who will be married in 
March 2018.

Julie & Larry Schwartz on the marriage of their son Jonathan Schwartz 
to Jordanna Waisglass daughter of Sharon & Joel Waisglass, who were 
married in January 2018.

Births
Pam & Michael Albert, on the birth of a granddaughter, Lily Albert, 
daughter of Katy & David Albert. Other proud grandparents are 
Rosemary & Gary Tile. Proud great grandparents are Esther & Marvin Tile; 
and Madie & Art Weungarden.

Chloe & Daniel Banach, on the birth of a son Cole Spencer Banach. 
Proud grandparents are Rita & Steven Banach; and Susan & Barry 
Greenberg.

Cheryl & Eric Foster, on the birth of a daughter, Sari Claire Foster and sister 

Myles Cohen
Son of Katy Diamond-Cohen 

& Justin Cohen
Sat., November 23, 2017

Benjamin Davidson
Son of Jennifer &           
Brent Davidson

Sat., October 14, 2017

Elliott Friedland
Son of Jacqueline &         

Tom Friedland
Sat., October 21, 2017

Benjamin Seaton
Son of Andrea &         
Michael Seaton

Sat., November 4, 2017

Samuel Baldachin
Son of Jennifer &            
Larry Baldachin

Sat., November 11, 2017

Kelly Pinch 
Son of Justine Melman

Mon., December 4, 2017

Chloe Pinch
Daughter of Justine Melman

Mon., December 4, 2017

Charly Warwick
Son of Lisi Tesher &     

Robert Warwick
Sat., February 10, 2018

Charles Angel
Son of Sara & Michael Angel

Sat., February 10, 2018

Lior Morgulis
Son of Thuy &            

Michael Morgulis
Sat., February 17, 2018

Keya Bernstein
Daughter of                

Nandini Dasgupta &                
Michael Bernstein

Sat., February 24, 2018

of Cara and Allie. Proud grandparents are Joanne & Garry Foster; and 
Roz & Randy Drutz. Proud great grandparents Helen Drutz, Shirley Foster, 
and Lily Goldberg.

Jenna Laskin & Michael Glina, on the birth of a daughter, Zoe Ryan Glina 
and sister to Cooper. Proud grandparents are Holly & John Laskin; and 
Zana & Charles Glina. Proud great grandmother is Bernice Goren.

Lauren Laskin Gluck & David Gluck, on the birth of a daughter, Adina 
Hazel Gluck and sister to Romy and Samuel. Proud grandparents are 
Holly & John Laskin; and Brenda & Sorin Gluck. Proud great grandmother 
is Bernice Goren.

Sarah Livingston & Rob Ricci, on the birth of a son, Rafael Jonathan 
Ricci, and brother to Gabriel. Proud grandparents are Mary Deborah 
Manderscheid and Mario Ricci.

Eva & Mark Madras, on the birth of granddaughter, Joelle Maya Madras. 
Proud parents are Tracey Hendler & Jonathan Madras, and sister to 
Lyla. Other proud grandparents are Judy & Doug Hendler. Proud great 
grandparents are Agnes Chuisolo; and Brauna Hendler.

Lyndsay & Jonathan Nyquist, on the birth of a daughter, Emma Rose 
Nyquist and sister to Lily and Chloe. Proud grandparents are Jill & the late 
Allan Schaffran; and Jo Ann & Doug Nyquist.

Dorothy & Michael Potash, on the birth of a daughter, Evelyn Pearl 
Josephine Potash. Proud grandparents are Alice & Ron Charach; Bonnie 
Levine & Fred Potash; and Leesa Nacht and Paul Eckert. Proud great 
grandmother is Elizabeth Lent Cohen.

Anita & Val Rachlis, on the birth of a granddaughter, Lily Sarah Horvath. 
Proud parents are Shari & Bill Horvath and sister to Alexis, Michael and 
Matthew. Proud great grandparents are Ruth & Frank Gishman. 

Vallry & Arieh Waldman, on the birth of a granddaughter, Ellen Tsipora 
Waldman. Proud parents are Evelyn & Eitan Waldman. Other proud 
grandparent is Emelita Epino.

Ellen Cole on the birth of a grandson, Jake Maxwell Fisher. Proud parents 
are Molly Chudnovsky & Jon Fisher.  Proud great grandparents are Shelly 
& Howie Fisher; and Leslie Chudnovsky and Susan Cole.

Nathaniel Beutel
Son of Deborah Siegel & 

Eric Beutel
Sat., December 2, 2017

Justine Melman
Mon., December 4, 2017

Sara Radnoff
Daughter of Nancy &   

Jeffrey Radnoff
Sat., February 3, 2018
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The William Anshan Youth Award 
Endowment Fund
Lorraine Rotstein, In Honour: 
Debbie Anshan
Joshua & Henrietta Chesnie 
Temple Endowment Fund
Henrietta Chesnie, In Honour: 
Randi & Alan Garfinkel
Sami and James Cooper Youth 
Award Fund
Jimmy Cooper, In Memory: 
Dorothy Brown & Norman 
Garnet; Susan Ginsberg 
(Donnenfield); Carol & Alan 
Levine; Lisa Ritchie & David 
Carroll and Family
Dr. Edward Hochman, In 
Memory: Sami Cooper
Alan Rose, Yahrzeit: Georgie 
Greenstein & Joel Wagman
Lynne Soberman, In Memory: 
Sami Cooper
Earl and Marilyn Danson Farber 
Endowment Fund
Lillian Peranson, In Memory: 
Jane & Frank Tizel
Mary Ann & Danny Rothstein, In 
Honour: Jane & Frank Tizel
Maxine & Jack Fedder Youth 
Award Endowment Fund
Ian Fedder, In Memory: Linda 
Wolfe; Deborah Cooper; 
Susanne Egler; Bambi Katz; David 
Blinick; Judy Kahn, Rebecca 
Redner; Cheryl Zeldin; Rita Suran; 
The Bushey Family; Alina Strauss; 
Judy & Allan Borodin
Jean Fine Seniors Fund
General Donation: David 
Kaplansky 
Sheila Bacher, In Memory: Gail 
& Gary Goodman; Ruth Green; 
Marilyn Hahn; Bev Rodd; Sheila 
Smolkin; Tema Title
Harvey Borden, In Memory: 
Sheila Bacher and Family
Bev Borins, In Honour: Ruth 
Green
Erin Brotman, In Memory: Ruth 
Green
Reba Clodman, In Memory: 
Sheila Smolkin
Gail Goodman, In Honour: Karen 
and David Mock
Kenneth Gordon, In Memory: 
Ruth Green
Mary Greenberg, In Memory: 
Bev Rod
Murray Hahn, Yahrzeit: Marilyn 
Hahn
Bessie Massey, Yahrzeit: Millie & 
Sheldon Goldstein
Selig Patchen, Yahrzeit: Marilyn 
Patchen Hahn
Ruth Rose, Yahrzeit: Rose Family
Lucy Weinstein, In Memory: Gail 
& Gary Goodman

Floral Fund
Elda & Jonathan Sherman 
on the occasion of the Bat-
Mitzvah of their daughter 
Samantha
Jennifer & Brent Davidson 
on the occasion of the Bar-
Mitzvah of their son Benjamin
Jacqueline & Tom Friedland 
on the occasion of the Bar-
Mitzvah of their son Elliott
Andrea & Michael Seaton 
on the occasion of the Bar-
Mitzvah of their son Benjamin
Jennifer & Larry Baldachin 
on the occasion of the Bar-
Mitzvah of their son Samuel
Katy Diamond-Cohen & Justin 
Cohen on the occasion of the 
Bar-Mitzvah of their son Myles
Debora Siegel & Eric Beutel 
on the occasion of the Bar-
Mitzvah of their son Nathaniel
Justine Melman on the 
occasion of the B’nei Mitzvah 
of her son Kelly and daughter 
Chloe
Nancy & Jeffrey Radnoff on the 
occasion of the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter Sara
Lisi Tesher & Robert Warwick 
on the occasion of the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son Charly
Thuy & Michael Morgulis on the 
occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son Lior
Nandini Dasgupta & Michael 
Bernstein on the occasion 
of the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter Keya
Rabbi Edward & Fagi Goldfarb 
Fund for Jewish Literacy
Rabbi Goldfarb, In Honour: 
Lionel Miskin
Holy Blossom Adult Education 
Fund
Elana Fehler, In Honour: Miriam 
& Marvin Dryer; Tema Title
Rabbi Goldfarb, In Honour: 
Florence Weinberger
Mark Goodman, In Honour: 
Charlotte Haber
Adele Mamott, In Memory: Bev 
Rodd
David & Karen Mock, In 
Honour: Bernie & Miriam 
Gasee
Mel Shear, In Honour: Phyllis & 
Mickey Kaplan
Arthur Sommer-Rotenberg, 
Yahrzeit: Dorris Sommer-
Rotenberg
Leida Vaga, In Memory: 
Cynthia Good & Dan 
Aronchick
Kathy Zalvin, Yahrzeit: Zalvin 
Family

Holy Blossom Temple 
Foundation
General Donation: Estate of 
Etta Ginsberg McEwan
Harvey Borden, In Honour: 
Randi & Alan Garfinkel
Harvey Cogan, In Honour: 
Martha & Randy Cass
Michael Drache, In Memory: 
Nancy & Morris Sternberg
Nora Freund, In Honour: Nancy 
& Peter Theimer
Jules Hoffman, Yahrzeit: Diana 
Shiffman
Norma Kamin, In Memory: Alan 
& Randi Garfinkel
Irving Kates, In Memory: 
Meredith Englander
Jeff Levy, In Appreciation: Tyler 
Godoff
Pnina Margolese, In Memory: 
Karen Minden & Harvey 
Schipper; Sheila Weinstock
Jim Westcott and Staff, In 
Appreciation: Frances & Paul 
Hellen
Holy Blossom Temple Renewal 
Project
General Donation: Claudia 
Blumberger & Sidney Troister; 
Joan Garson & David Baskin; 
Mogil Family; Esther & Marvin 
Tile; Nada Simon Hara 
Pam & Michael Albert, In 
Honour: Joan Garson & David 
Baskin
Gord Atlin, In Memory: Joan 
Garson & David Baskin; Sandra 
Solomon; Esther & Marvin Tile
Sheila Bacher, In Memory: 
Diana & Marvin Goodman
Cole Spencer Banach, In 
Honour: Esther & Marvin Tile
Jean Beranbaum, In Memory: 
Joan Garson
Andre Bigio, Yahrzeit: Matilda 
Bigio
Sydney Blinick, In Memory: 
Joan Garson & David Baskin
Harvey Borden, In Memory: 
Esther Atkin; Shelly & Arthur 
Gans; Susan & Larry Ginsberg; 
Diana & Marvin Goodman; 
Susan Grossman and Family; 
Rhoda & Howard Heiber; 
Jan & Russ Joseph; Natalie & 
Jeffrey Kirsh and Family; Paula 
Kirsh; The Lebow Family; Judy 
Malkin & Elliott Jacobson; 
Lesley & Ron Miller; Esther & 
Harry Pacter; Ann & Gary 
Posen; Lorraine & Adam 
Sandler; Debbie Sherman, 
Richard Banks and Family; 
Gail and Barry Silver; Judith & 
Gerald Slan; Sheila Smolkin; 
Leslie & Melvin Springman; 
Eleanor Steinberg; John Sweet; 
Linda Wolfe

Mary Jean Carty, In Memory: 
Anne Freeman
Alice & Ron Charach, In 
Honour: Susan Baskin and 
Family, Janice & Larry Babins
Henrietta Chesnie, In Honour: 
Susan & Barry Borden
Reba Clodman, In Memory: 
David Hart
Martin Cohen, In Memory: 
Susan Baskin and Family; Joan 
Garson & David Baskin
Reba Clodman, In Memory: 
David Hart
Amelia Dan, In Memory: Susan 
& Peter Dan and Family
Clare Deneberg, In Honour: 
David and Ronald Hart
Gail & Morris Dublin, In 
Memory: Anne Dublin
Arnold Englander, In Honour: 
Sarah & Norman Grill
Madelaine Epstein, In Honour: 
Jane & Rob Herman
Hayley Faulkner & Jeffrey 
Sattin, In Honour: Darren Franks 
& Lindsay Teskey
Elana Fehler, In Honour: Susan 
Baskin; Joan Garson; Vera 
Mandel; Karen & David Mock; 
Sheila Smolkin
Jacque & Tom Friedland, In 
Honour: Judy & Jack Winberg
Hayley Faulkner & Jeffrey 
Sattin, In Honour: Darren Franks 
& Lindsay Teskey
Joan Garson, In Honour: Diana 
and Marvin Goodman; Sheila 
Smolkin
Joan Garson & David Baskin, In 
Honour: Judy & Jack Winberg
Lily Garson, In Memory: Susan 
Baskin, Jack Micay and Family; 
Lynne & George Czutrin and 
Family; Anne Freeman; Ellen 
Karabanow; Dana & Jonathan 
Lampe; Mariam Leithman & 
Craig Perkins; Karen & David 
Mock; Judy Nyman & Harley 
Mintz; Toby Rose & Les Klein; 
Gillian & David Rosenberg; 
Annalee & Brian Schnurr; 
Alison & Alan Schwartz; Debby 
Vigoda; Judy & Jack Winberg
Joanne Godel-Blatt, In 
Memory: Toby Rose & Les Klein
David Greenberg, In Honour: 
Joan Garson
Dr. Joe Greenberg, In Memory: 
Susan Baskin, Jack Micay and 
Family
Pam Greenstein & Steward 
Baltman, In Honour: Anita & 
Michael Greenstein
Pauline Grossman, In Memory: 
Susan Grossman and Family
Judy Winberg, In Honour: Diane 
Harris; Joan Garson; Ruth & 
Fred Fishman

Donations from July 31, 2017 to Jan 31, 2018

We thank our generous donors
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We thank our generous donors
Tilya Helfield, In Memory: 
Susan Baskin, Jack Micay and 
Family; Joan Garson & David 
Baskin; Bev Rodd; Judy & Jack 
Winberg
Alice Herman, Yahrzeit: 
Wendy Eisen
Holy Blossom Temple Staff, In 
Honour: Joan Garson & David 
Baskin
Russ Joseph, In Honour: 
Florence Hertzman; Alberto 
Quiroz
Norma Kamin, In Memory: 
Joan Garson & David Baskin
Marion Kazdan, In Honour: 
Marlene & Robert Ruderman
Ruth Krause, Yahrzeit: Shelley & 
Martin Levine
Anna & Tom Koffler, In Honour: 
Judy & Jack Winberg
Michael Leese, In Honour: 
Michael Leese
Larry Librack, In Memory: Faye 
Librach
Cantor Maissner, In Honour: 
Don Colt; Vera Mandel
Pnina Margolese, In Memory: 
Joan Garson & David Baskin
Melman Family, In Honour: Ely 
& Zishe Wittlin
Janie Rigler, In Memory: Judy 
Nyman & Harley Mintz
Lindi Rivers, In Honour: Don 
Colt; Vera Mandel
Helen Roth, In Memory: Faye 
Librach; Lesley & Melvin 
Springman
Beverly & Leslie Rothschild, In 
Honour: Carol Goldsmith
Annette Rudman, Yahrzeit: 
Matilda Bigio
Harvey Schipper, In Honour: 
Bob Cherniak
Martin Schnier, In Memory: 
Joan Garson & David Baskin
Brian Schnurr, In Honour: Leslie 
& Mel Springman 
Thomas Schwartz, In Memory: 
Nadine & Bob Charendoff; 
Karen & Ernie Rubenstein
Mary Seldon, In Honour: Susan 
Baskin
Ida Shapiro, In Memory: Bev 
Rodd
Sandi Florence and Family, 
In Memory: Barry & Honey 
Sherman
Harry Smith, Yahrzeit: Ronna 
Rubin, Philip Smith and Family
Susan Baskin and Family, In 
Honour: Franci Sniderman,
Eli Sol, In Honour: Fran & 
Murray Ellis; Heather Firestone; 
Kathy & Maurice Green; Mimi 

& Malcolm Kronby; Debra 
Merowitz; Sharon & Shelley 
Miller; Judy & Carl Ritchie; 
Brenda Spiegler & Mark S. 
Anshan
Debbie & Randy Spiegel, In 
Honour: Judy & Jack Winberg
Rabbi Yael Splansky, In Honour: 
Vera Mandel
Rabbi Yael Splansky, In 
Appreciation: Valerie, Thomas 
and Jules Brass 
Helen Swartzfeldt, Yahrzeit: 
Myrna Silver
Esther & Marvin Tile, In Honour: 
Joan Garson & David Baskin; 
Diana & Marvin Goodman
Sandy & Lionel Waldman, In 
Honour: Rosalind & Stan Witkin
Marvin Warsh, In Memory: 
Leonard Cepler & Sorel Park
Judy Winberg, In Honour: 
Pam & Michael Albert; Barry 
Borden; Ruth & Fred Fishman; 
Joan Garson; Diana & Marv 
Goodman; Diane Harris; Sheila 
Smolkin; HBT Brotherhood
Katie Witkin, Yahrzeit: Ros & 
Stan Witkin
Stanley Wolfson, In Memory: 
Marlene & Robert Ruderman
Frank Wolman, Yahrzeit: Harriet 
Wolman, Henry Liss and Family
Isenberg Family Endowment 
Fund
Gordon Diamond, In Honour: 
Carol & Steve Pilon
David Eller, In Honour: Carol & 
Steve Pilon
Ruth Nightingale, In Memory: 
Carol Pilon
Rita Rosensweig, In Memory: 
Carol & Steve Pilon
Jacob’s Tower Fund
Eva Abrams, In Memory: 
Marilyn Shesko & David 
Hertzman
Esther Bloch Shesko, Yahrzeit: 
Marilyn Shesko & David 
Hertzman
Harvey Borden, In Memory: Jill 
Hertzman
Helen Casselman, In Memory: 
Marilyn Shesko & David 
Hertzman
Dr. Karen Farbman, In Honour: 
Jill Hertzman
Annice Frisch, In Honour: 
Marilyn Shesko & David 
Hertzman
Lily Garson, In Memory: Jill 
Hertzman
Norma Kamin, In Memory: Jill 
Hertzman
Murray Koffler, In Memory: 
Marilyn Shesko & David 
Hertzman

Janie Rigler, In Memory: Jill 
Hertzman
Thomas Schwartz, In Memory: 
Marilyn Shesko & David 
Hertzman
Barry & Honey Sherman, In 
Memory: Marilyn Shesko & 
David Hertzman
Frances Lidsky Scolnick, In 
Memory: Marilyn Shesko; Philip 
Lidsky
Philip Shesko, Yahrzeit: Marilyn 
Shesko & David Hertzman
Etta & Michael Wharton, In 
Honour: Marilyn Shesko
Judy Winberg, In Honour: Jill 
Hertzman
Sydney Jacobs Live Streaming 
Technology Fund
Sheila Bacher, In Memory: 
Daisy Jacobs
Maureen Colt, In Memory: 
Daisy Jacobs
Joan Kerbel Leadership 
Development Fund
Carol Abugov, In Honour: 
Felicia Cukier
Sara Charney, In Honour: Ruthe 
Schipper; Sheila Smolkin
Reba Clodman, In Memory: 
Janice and Larry Babins; Gail 
Goodman
Michael Coleman, In Memory: 
Gail Goodman
Karen Dankwerth, In Memory: 
Arlene Roth
Elana Fehler, In Honour: 
Henrietta Chesnie; Daisy 
Jacobs; Judy Malkin
Chris Fischer, In Memory: Ruthe 
Schipper
Etienne Kaplan, In Honour: 
Felicia Cukier
Norma Kamin, In Memory: 
Anne Freeman; Gail & Gary 
Goodman; Debbie & Bob 
Moses; Bev Rodd; Arlene Roth; 
Sheila Smolkin; Debby Vigoda
Michael Levitt, In Honour: HBT 
Sisterhood
Pnina Margolese, In Memory: 
Sue & Stu Bader; Carla & Alain 
Baudot; Alice & Ron Charach; 
Joy & Charles Cohen; Randi 
& Alan Garfinkel; Gail & 
Gary Goodman; Debbie & 
Bob Moses; Carol and Peter 
ORech Ann & Gary Posen; 
Marla Powers; Bev Rodd; Enid 
Roitman; Bella Shupac; Sheila 
Smolkin
Mary Seldon, In Honour: Arieh 
Waldman
Janie Tizel, In Honour: Gail & 
Gary Goodman

Kiddish Fund
General Donation: Robert & 
Marlene Ruderman
Philip Eisenberg, Yahrzeit: Dr. 
Mildred Eisenberg
Rabbi Dow & Fredzia Marmur 
Program for Educational 
Excellence
General Donation: Estate of 
Etta Ginsberg McEwan
Rabbi Dow & Fredzia Marmur, 
In Honour: Madeleine Epstein
Vernon L. Dewitt, Yahrzeit: 
David Dewitt & Susan Davis
Gerald Gurvey, In Memory: 
Thelma Berris
Rabbi Dow & Fredzia Marmur, 
In Honour: Madeleine Epstein
Musical Heritage Fund
Harvey Borden, In Memory: 
Mary Seldon
Carol Epstein, Yahrzeit: Fran & 
Bernie Goldman
Arthur Freeman, Yahrzeit: 
Anne Freeman
Paula Freeman, In Honour: Dr. 
Sylvia Fishbein
Dr. David Greenberg, In 
Honour: Mary Seldon
Tilya Helfield, In Memory: Mari 
Lynn Rusak; Mary Seldon
Dr. David Greenberg, In 
Honour: Mary Seldon
Norma Kamin, In Memory: 
Holy Blossom Temple Singers; 
Sharon & Shelley Miller; Mary 
Seldon
Jacob Seymour Locketz, In 
Memory: Barbara Grossman
Cantor Benny Maissner, In 
Honour: Robin Mamott and 
Family
Hope Maissner, In Honour: 
Marlene & Robert Ruderman
Pnina Margolese, In Memory: 
Phyllis & Jeff Denaburg; Ellen 
Karabanow; Paula Kirsh; 
Sharon & Shelley Miller; Rachel 
& Harvin Pitch;
Audrey Markle, In Memory: 
Julie Markle 
Gerry Prendergast, In Honour: 
Anne Freeman
Lauren & Mark Roth, In Honour: 
Mary Seldon
Robert Ruderman, In Honour: 
Helen Sheffman
Adele Sager, In Honour: Jan & 
Robert Simonsky and Family
Mary Samaras, In Memory: 
Shirley & Leon Tessler
Myrna Sandler, In Honour: 
Helen Sheffman
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Mary Seldon, In Honour: Janice & Larry 
Babins; Carole & Howie Gelfand and 
Family; Bernice Penciner
Laura Shecter, In Memory: Mary Seldon
Henry Weinstein, Yahrzeit: Fran & Bernie 
Goldman
Alfred Weinstock, Yahrzeit: Susan Cohen
Musical Legacy Fund
Mary Seldon, In Honour: Susan & Brian 
Fishman
Out of the Cold Fund
General Donation: The Bederman Family 
Foundation; Susan Fleisher & Larry M. 
Cornblum; Dr. Allan Gold; Kathy & Maurice 
Green; Dixon Hall; Michael & Mindy 
Handler; Holy Blossom Temple Sisterhood; 
Norman Jacobs; The Ben and Hilda Katz 
Family Foundation; David Levenson; 
MAZON Canada; Lesley & Ron Miller; Danny 
Pivnick; Susan Sacchi; Alan Schwartz; The 
Phillip Smith Foundation; Errol Soriano; Witkin 
Coleman Family Fund
Grete Adler, Yahrzeit: Ellen Karabanow and 
Family
Gordon Atlin, In Memory: Carol Abugov; 
Bernard Awerbuck; Janice & Larry Babins; 
Robert Bubba; Harriet & Mike Cohen; Judi 
& Arnie Donsky; Pearl & David Elman; Tom 
Friedland; Arthur Gans; Edie & Marshal 
Gold; Cynthia Good & Dan Aronchick; 
Diana & Marvin Goodman; Mildred Gotlib; 
Kathy & Maurice Green; Hersch Family; 
David Kaplansky; Ellen Karabanow; Joni & 
Rob Kwinter; Susan & Howard Liss; Janice 
& Bruce Long; Judy Malkin; Rosalie & 
Raymond Moscoe; Judy Newman; One 
Step Ahead Mobility; Shoshana Paice; 
Bernice Penciner and Family; Gloria 
Pollock; Ann & Gary Posen; Joanne & Jay 
Richmond; Cookie & Stephen Sandler; Judy 
& Ralph Schiff; Annalee & Brian Schnurr; 
Mary Seldon and Family; Risa & Elliott Shiff; 
Gail & Barry Silver; Sheila Smolkin; Phyllis 
Spivak and Sari Weinstein; Ronald Steinberg; 
Estelle Steinhauer; Allan Strauss; Eddie Weiss
Sheila Bacher, In Memory: Kathy & Maurice 
Green; Gloria & Norman Jacobs; Ann & 
Gary Posen
Ann & Earl Bederman, In Honour: Kathy & 
Maurice Green
Leone Bodner, In Memory: Debby Vigoda
Harvey Borden, In Memory: Debby Vigoda
Dr. Harvey Brooker, In Memory: Bambi Katz 
& Al Freireich
Maureen Colt, In Memory: Debby Vigoda
Suzanne Egier, In Memory: Sandy Katz
Maurice & Katrin Green, In Appreciation: 
William Edwards; James Forster 
Marilyn Hahn, In Memory: Mendel Shore
Harold Heft, Yahrzeit: Suzanne Heft
Andrew Himel, In Honour: Nadine & Bob 
Charendoff
Mollie Hoffman, In Memory: Bernice 
Penciner
Russ Joseph, In Honour: Louise & Shelley 
Maerov
Zena Kanowitz, In Honour: Etienne & Aubrey 
Kaplan
Alta Karpenko, Jonathan Ryval and Family, 

In Honour: Janet & and Michael Ryval
Anita Lapidus, In Honour: Eleanor & Fred 
Hirshfeld
Lloyd Lavine, In Honour: Carol Lavine; 
Tema Title
Judge Allen Linden, In Memory: Maurice & 
Kathy Green
Pnina Margolese, In Memory: Bambi Katz 
& Al Freireich
Danielle Ryval, Heath Applebaum and 
Family, In Honour: Janet & Michael Ryval
Annalee & Brian Schnurr, In Honour: Susan 
Bloom; Susanne Egier; Ruthie & Harlan 
Mesbur
Morris Schwartz, Yahrzeit: Phyllis Schwartz 
and Family
Mary Seldon, In Honour: Loren & Mark Roth
Irving Shoichet, Yahrzeit: Shirley & Leon 
Tessler
Mendel Shore, In Memory: Marilyn Hahn
Harry Silver, In Memory: Steinberg-Spiegel 
Families; 
Aidan Solomon, In Honour: Annalee & 
Brian Schnurr and Family
Sara Spiegel, In Memory: Bernice Penciner
Maya Storm, In Honour: Alan Schwartz
Marcus Tessler, Yahrzeit: Shirley & Leon 
Tessler
Esther & Marvin Tile, In Honour: Elaine & 
Marvin Givertz
Irwin Title, Yahrzeit: Tema Title
Ronald Trunsky, In Memory: Estelle 
Steinbauer
Kenneth Lyle Wyman, Yahrzeit: Katrina M. 
Wyman
Prayer Book Fund
Selma & Charles Goodfellow, In Memory: 
Nancy Pollack
Rabbi’s Discretionary Funds 
Rabbi Yael Splansky, In Appreciation: Jan 
Katzew
Rabbi Yael Splansky, In Honour: Brunswick 
Family; Eisenberg Family; Anne Freeman; 
Marvin Gans and Family; Marilyn & Mark 
Glazer; Elaine Herer & Stephen Holzapfel; 
Philip Smith Foundation; Diane Rosenberg
Rabbi Michael Satz, In Honour: Mary 
Canega; Rochelle Dennis and Family; 
Andrea Katz and Jodi Katz; Alison & Gary 
Polan and Family; Susan Rowland
Rabbi Jordan Helfman, In Honour: ARZA 
Canada; Ronnie-Lynne Dunkelman and 
Family; Jackie Mamott and Family; Peck-
Rames Family; Michael Ryval
Rabbi John Moscowitz, In Honour: Larry 
Schwartz
Cantor Benjamin Z. Maissner, In 
Appreciation: Michael Goldfarb; Andrea 
Katz and Jodi Katz
Cantor Benjamin Z. Maissner, In Honour: 
Marvin Gans and Family; Holy Blossom 
Temple Singers; Holy Blossom Temple 
Sisterhood; Jill Kamin & Murray Hart; Jackie 
Mamott and Family; Peck-Rames Family
Cantorial Soloist Lindi Rivers, In Honour: 
Judy & Eric Breuer and Family; Brunswick 
Family

Michael Drache, In Memory: Bev Rodd
Arnold Englander, In Honour (Rabbi Yael 
Splansky’s discretionary fund): Debbie & 
Marvin Gans
Arlene Roth, In Honour (Rabbi Yael 
Splansky’s discretionary fund): Dorothy 
Hasinoff & Kalle Vaga
Helen Tator, In Yahrzeit (Rabby Yael 
Splansky’s discretionary fund): Terry Tator 
William Tator, Yahrzeit (Rabbi Yael Splansky’s 
discretionary fund): Terry Tator
Pauline & Jack Toker, In Honour (Rabbi 
Yael Splansky’s discretionary fund): Lois & 
George Fine; Mimi & Sam Hollenberg
Stephen Rivers Memorial Scholarship Fund
Lindi Rivers, In Honour: Judy Malkin
Lorraine Sandler Tribute Endowment Fund
Sheila Broomberg, In Memory: Bambi Katz
Shacharit Fund
General Donation: Barbara Miller; Henry 
Sherman
Burt Abugov, Yahrzeit: Carol Abugov and 
Family
Betty & Issy Antfleck, Yahrzeit: Zelda & 
Jeffrey Farber and Family
Gordon Atlin, In Memory: Lesley & Ron Miller
Ben Axelrod, Yahrzeit: Heather Shapiro & 
Terry Axelrod
Shitra Axelrod, Yahrzeit: Heather Shapiro & 
Terry Axelrod and Family
David Balick, Yahrzeit: Sharon Clavir and 
Family
Erin Belman, In Memory: Family of Erin 
Belman
Bella Bendayan, Yahrzeit: Reina Bendayan 
and Family
Jacob Bendayan, Yahrzeit: Reina Bendayan 
and Family
Edward Berger, In Memory: Tobye & Syd 
Sennet
Ben Biback, Yahrzeit: Norman Biback, 
Warren Biback and Family
Edward Bien, Yahrzeit: Elissa & David L 
Fingold
Steven Blumberger, Yahrzeit: Claudia 
Blumberger & Sidney Troister
Joshua Brodey, Yahrzeit: Paulette Brodey
Israel Brodziar, Yahrzeit: Jack Kugelman
Lisa Brown, Yahrzeit: Jennifer & Jay Brown; 
Lindsay & Michael Detsky
Henrietta Chesnie, In Honour: Janice & Larry 
Babins
Aaron Cohen, Yahrzeit: Marcia & Kenneth 
Cohen and Family
Martin Cohen, In Memory: Janice & Larry 
Babins
Pauline Cohen, In Memory: Joy Cohen
Ruth Cohen, Yahrzeit: Mimi Kronby
Arthur Cole, Yahrzeit: Michael Cole
Julian Druyan, Yahrzeit: Judy Druyan
Maurice Elkouby, Yahrzeit: Reina Bendayan 
and Family
Frances Erdell, Yahrzeit: Carol Collin and 
Family

Donations from July 31, 2017 to Jan 31, 2018
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Meyer Fehler, Yahrzeit: Elana Fehler; Ron 
Fehler; Carol Poplak
Robert Fishman, In Honour: Susan & Brian 
Fishman
Myer Fogel, Yahrzeit: Uster Family
Dora Fromovitz, In Memory: Evelyn 
Gardner
Sarah & Phil Gangbar, In Memory: Dana & 
Jonathan Lampe and Family
Ruth Gelber, Yahrzeit: Barbara 
Goodfellow and Temma Gentles
Jack Geller, Yahrzeit: Dana & Jonathan 
Lampe
Ben Gerstein, In Honour: Laurie May & 
Frank Gerstein
Leah Gold, Yahrzeit: Esther & Marvin Tile 
and Family
Ronnie Goldstein, Yahrzeit: Bonnie 
Goldstein and Family
Phillip & Esther Gorlicky, Yahrzeit: Frances 
& Murray Ellis
Jenne Goodman, Yahrzeit: Lesley & Ron 
Miller and Family
Samuel Goodman, Yahrzeit: Mark 
Goodman & Avra Rosen
Murray Greenberg, Yahrzeit: Barbara & 
John Greenberg
Ada Greenwood, Yahrzeit: Ruth Ellen 
Greenwood
Harry Grossman, Yahrzeit: Barbara 
Grossman
Sylvia Guberman, Yahrzeit: Judy Wilansky
Benjamin Halperin, Yahrzeit: Ruth Halperin 
& David Weil and Family
Jennie Hershenhorn, Yahrzeit: Mark 
Goodman
Dorothy Himel, In Memory: Susan Himel & 
Neil Kozloff and Family
Max Hoffman, Yahrzeit: Bernice Penciner 
and Family
Kathleen Israelovitch, Yahrzeit: June & 
Byron Sonberg
Lewis Israelovitch, Yahrzeit: June & Byron 
Sonberg
Sala Kampelmacher, Yahrzeit: Judy 
Druyan and Family
Betty Kardish, Yahrzeit: Margaret Kardish
Max Kassels, Yahrzeit: Kassels Family
Violet Kassels, Yahrzeit: Kassels Family
Martin Kazdan, Yahrzeit: Marion Kazdan 
and Family
Rose Kozloff, Yahrzeit: Susan Himel
Jack Kugelmass, In Honour: June & Byron 
Sonberg
Agnes Lantos, Yahrzeit: Robert Lantos
Zeilig Leibovici, Yahrzeit: Leibovici Family
Rita Libman, Yahrzeit: Libman and 
Winberg Families
Alex Lipson, In Memory: Barbara Cooper 
& John Lipson 
Ellen Lupu, In Honour: Ellen & Joshua 
Samuel

Alisa Lyons, Yahrzeit: Alan Lyons & Family; 
The Parker Family; The Wilder Family
Leo Matlow, Yahrzeit: Esther & Bruce 
Glazer
Arthur Miller, Yahrzeit: Mark Miller & Family
Bernice Palef, Yahrzeit: Barbara & John 
Greenberg
Max Pascal, Yahrzeit: Harriette Laing
Shirley Patchen Cohen, Yahrzeit: Marilyn 
Hahn
Harry Penciner, Yahrzeit: Bernice Penciner 
and Family
Bill Pitch, Yahrzeit: Harvin Pitch and Family
Carol Pollack, In Memory: Judy Winberg & 
Andy Pollack
Peter Pollack, In Memory: Judy Winberg & 
Andy Pollack
Oscar Posen, Yahrzeit: Ann & Gary Posen
Clara Rechtshaffen, Yahrzeit: Susan 
Fishman and Family
Ida Ruderman, Yahrzeit: Marlene & Robert 
Ruderman
Jim Ruderman, Yahrzeit: Ethan Ruderman
Ethel Sapera, In Memory: Sapera Family
Matthew Sapera, Yahrzeit: Sapera Family
Anna Schafer, Yahrzeit: Mary Seldon
Tom Schwartz, In Memory: Francie 
Sniderman and Family
Thomas Schwartz, In Memory: Bev Rodd
Henry Seldon, Yahrzeit: Mary Seldon and 
Family
Jack Shapero, Yahrzeit: Goodman and 
Shapero Families
Rita Shapiro, Yahrzeit: Heather Shapiro, Bill 
Shapiro and Families
Dorothy Shekter, Yahrzeit: Mark Shekter, 
Richard Shekter and Rhona Shekter 
Muirhead
Murray Shiffman, In Memory: Dee Dee & 
Gary Shiffman and Family
Sylvia Shiffman, In Memory: Dee Dee & 
Gary Shiffman and Family
Shiva Leaders, In Honour: Joan Garson 
and Family; the Family of Adele Mamott; 
Robin Mamott and Family
Barry Silver, In Honour: Janice & Larry 
Babins
Bob Smolkin, Yahrzeit: Sheila Smolkin and 
Family
Joseph Sonberg, Yahrzeit: June & Byron 
Sonberg
Sadie Sonberg, In Memory: June & Byron 
Sonberg
Samuel Sterling, Yahrzeit: The Sterling 
Family
Lou Sloan, Yahrzeit: Carol & Bill Kassel
Ruth Sterling, Yahrzeit: The Sterling Family
Leopold Tinter, Yahrzeit: Irma Ladowsky
Issie Troister, Yahrzeit: Claudia Blumberger 
& Sidney Troister
Leida Vaga, In Memory: Dorothy Hasinoff 
& Kalle Vaga

Harold Weisfeld, Yahrzeit: Barbara Weisfeld
Phyllis Geldsaler Weisfeld, Yahrzeit: 
Barbara Weisfeld
Betty Wolfe, Yahrzeit: Carol Abugov
Ray Wolfe, Yahrzeit: Elizabeth Wolfe and 
Jonathan Wolfez”l
Rose Wolfe, Yahrzeit: Elizabeth Wolfe and 
Jonathan Wolfez”l
Aileen Wolff, Yahrzeit: Alison & Gary Polan 
and Family
Stanley Wolfson, In Memory: Family of 
Stanley Wolfson
Max Yack, Yahrzeit: Ellen Yack & Irv Marks; 
Susan Yack & Eric Rumack
Syrian Refugee Fund
General donation: Gloria & Seymour 
Temkin, Temple Israel of the City of New 
York
Howard Adelman, In Honour: Holy Blossom 
Temple Chavurah
Sara Charney, In Honour: Susan Baskin
Jacque Friedland, In Honour: Amie & 
Houston Cheng; Joan Garson & David 
Baskin; Stephanie Kirsh & Peter Ruby; 
Edward Lam; S. MacLean; Fanny Paz-
Prizant; Elana & Val Reznikov
Denise Gordon, In Honour: Susan Baskin
Leonard Wolfe Memorial Education Fund
General Donation: Carole Dale, Honey 
Wolfe and Myron J. Wolfe
Leonard Wolfe, In Memory: Richard Wolfe
Youth Awards Fund
Benjamin Davidson, In Honour: Sharon & 
Jordan Black
Stephen Eisen, Yahrzeit: Robin Silverstein, 
Emily and Melissa Eisen
Deborah Gans, In Memory: Rhoda Basian
Maureen Liebovitz & Family, In Honour: 
Joanne Weigen
Jacob Seymour Locketz, In Memory: 
Bambi Katz & Al Freireich; Kriss Family; 
Alena Strauss
Eli Miller, In Memory: Barbara & Gerald 
Levine
Janet & Norman Shiner, In Honour: Joanne 
Weigen
Kelly Silverstein, Yahrzeit: Robin Silverstein, 
Emily and Melissa Eisen
Debbie Spiegel, In Honour: Pam & Michael 
Albert; Lindi Rivers and Family
Youth Engagement Fund
Jacob Seymour Loketz, In Memory: 
Meredith Englander & Jason Spetter and 
Family
Maxine & Jack Fedder Youth Award 
Endowment Fun
Ian Fedder, In Memory: Linda Wolfe; 
Deborah Cooper; Susanne Egler; Bambi 
Katz; David Blinick; Judy Kahn, Rebecca 
Redner; Cheryl Zeldin; Rita Suran; The 
Bushey Family; Alina Strauss; Judy & Allan 
Borodin
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An ad for Portland Cement which ran in Holy Blossom’s Dedication Souvenir Book in 1938. It is believed that Holy Blossom 
Temple was the first building of its kind in Canada to use poured concrete. 
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PESACHAND UPCOMING 
FESTIVALS AT HOLY 
BLOSSOM TEMPLE

KABBALAT SHABBAT & EREV PESACH SERVICE Friday, March 30|6:00 PM 

SHABBAT & FIRST DAY PESACH SERVICE
Newlywed Blessing Saturday, March 31|10:00 AM

EREV SEVENTH DAY PESACH SERVICE  Thursday, April 5|6:00 PM 

SEVENTH DAY PESACH SERVICE & YIZKOR  Friday, April 6|10:00 AM

YOM HA’SHOAH Service & Commemoration Thursday, April 12 | 7:00 PM 

YOM HA’ZIKARON/YOM HA’ATZMAUT    
Yom Ha’Zikaron Service & Commemoration Wednesday, April 18|6:00 PM 

SHAVUOT  
Erev Shavuot Service & Tikun Leil Shavuot Saturday, May 19|8:00 PM 
Yom Tov Service, Baby Blessings, Yizkor Service Sunday, May 20|10:00 AM

CONFIRMATION Shabbat Service Saturday, June 2|10:30 AM
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Loren Ackerman & Samantha 
Fuss Ackerman
Aron & Sarah Brager
Susan Bresler
Michelle Burke & Jordan Antflick
Mary Canega
Janet Rosenberg & Abraham 
Chaiton
Jessica & Jordan Chittley
Miriam Craig
Jonathan & Janel Danson
Gail & Leonard Diamond
Aaron Drucker & Nicole Kozloff
Stephanie Epstein
John Eriksen
Toby Farb
Andria Gliserman Weiss & Mark 
Latowsky
Nancy Gold
Alanna Golden & Darrell 
Ginsberg
Howard Goldenthal & Cheryl-
Ann Cait
Vivian & Justin Hartzman

Tatiana Hoffman
Daniel & Arielle Holden
Rachel Houpt
Jody Iczkovitz & Brett Copeland
Jennifer & Adrian Kaplan
Donna-Lee &David Kauffman
Roey & Wendy Kert
Andrea & Andrew Kirsch
Mel & Sheri Korn
Greg & Jennifer Lee
Kelly Levine-Smolinski & Simon 
Levine
Sarah Livingston & Rob Ricci
Matthew Long
Barry & Eleanor Long
Michael Long
Rachel Malach & Jordan 
Silverman
Matthew Urback & Robin 
Malach
Robin Mamott
Darren & Candace Marks
Zev Nadel & Toby Harrison
Jackie Newstadt & Billy Argue

Adrienne Offman
Jerry & Rhona Ornstein
Candice Ornstein
Tisha Ornstein
Karen Pachter Ross
Jonathan Pollack
Stephen Prince & Hailey Lustig
Mitch Reiss
Peter Rockman
Ellen Rosenfeld
Tali & Steven Salm
Channa Sargon
Daniel & Jessica Sennet
Barbara Sniderman
Dana Solomon & Jeff Cogliati
Julia Sommers
Martin & Suzanne Stein
Daniel Steinberg & Diana 
Shedletsky
Rachel Volynsky
Shane & Stacey White
Janet Witkin
Leah Wolfson & Adam Jewett
James Young

We are delighted to welcome the following new members to 
Holy Blossom Temple:

Holy Blossom Temple
1950 Bathurst Street, Toronto, Ontario M5P 3K9

 T: 416.789.3291 E: stories@holyblossom.org 
www.holyblossom.org

holy blossom temple bulletin purim 2018

RENEWAL PHOTOGRAPHS BY: 
DR. HARVEY SCHIPPER
www.harveyschipper.com

Cover photo: Members of our Renewal Project Steering 
and Building Committees (from left to right): Jonathan 
King (Building Committee), Joan Garson (Chair, 
Fundraising Committee), Tom Friedland (Chair, Renewal 
Project Steering Committee), and Cary Solomon (Chair, 
Building Committee). 
Members of our Steering and Building Committees 
include: Judy Winberg, (Transition Committee), Mark S. 
Anshan (member-at-large, Steering Committee), Russ 
Joseph, (Executive Director) and David Rosenberg, 
(Chair, Communications Committee)
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