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Prayers for
Special Days

Teach me, O God, a blessing, a prayer

on the mystery of a withered leaf,

on ripened fruit so fair,

on the freedom to see, to sense,

to breathe, to know, to hope, to despair.
Teach my lips a blessing, a hymn of praise,
as each morning and night

You renew Your days,

lest my day be as the one before,

lest routine set my ways.

(Lea Goldberg)
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The Abbreviated Hallel

Mvpa 5o

The Hallel is a series of psalms added to the liturgy on festive days. This
abbreviated alternative may be said during Chol HaMo'eid Pesach, Chol
HaMo'eid Sukkot, and Chanukah, and on Rosh Chodesh, Yom HaAtzma'ut,

and Yom Yerushalayim.

Praise the Eternal, all you nations!
Extol God, all you peoples!

For great is God’s love for us,
everlasting is God’s faithfulness.
Halleluyah!

O give thanks to Adonai
who is good;
God’s love is everlasting.

Let Israel now say:
God’s love is everlasting.

Let the House of Aaron now say:
God’s love is everlasting.

Let all who revere the Eternal
now say:
God’s love is everlasting.

Praised is the one who comes in the
name of Adonai; we bless you from
the House of Adonai.

You are my God, and I will thank You;

You are my God; I will exalt You.

O give thanks to Adonali,
who is good;
God’s love is everlasting.
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Psalm 117

Psalm 118:1-4

Psalm 118:26,
28-29
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Rosh Chodesh wTIN WRXA

Rabbi Yochanan taught: “Whoever blesses the new moon at the proper
time is considered as having welcomed the Shechinah.” (Babylonian
Talmud, Sanhedrin 42a)

In ancient times, before the lunar calendar was set, the sighting of
the new moon was cause for great festivity. During the Second Temple
period, two trained witnesses watched for the first sliver of moon and
then testified before the Rabbinic court in Jerusalem, which would
declare the new month. Bonfires were lit, hilltop to hilltop, until
the news reached communities throughout Israel and the Diaspora
(Mishnah Rosh HaShanah 2:2-4). By the middle of the fourth century,

the Rabbis calculated a formula to regulate the calendar.
In the synagogue, Rosh Chodesh is celebrated during daylight hours
with the singing of Hallel (page 301 or page 353, abbreviated) and the

reading of Torah (Numbers 28:1-15).

Sanctifying the New Moon 1225 wrTp

Halleluyah! .H:ﬂ‘?‘?ij Psalm 148:1-6
Praise the Eternal from the heavens; My iR 15557

praise God from the heights. a ‘nvn%wﬁa 'I.Tl'lbf?ﬂ

Halleluyah, all God’s angels; 1’31‘(‘773 53 171551 And on your
Halleluyah, all celestial forces. IR '73 1-[1‘7‘7'1 %’ou;r;fg;ms

Halleluyah, sun and moon;
Halleluyah, all stars of light.

Halleluyah, highest heavens;
even waters beyond the heavens.

Let them praise the name of the
Eternal, for God is the One who
commanded and caused them
to be created.

God set them to stand for all time,
established a law that will not change.

354
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festivals and new
moon days—you
shall sound the
trumpets.... I,
Adonai, am Your
God. (Numbers

10:10)
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Praised are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, whose
word created the heavens, and
whose utterance, all their forces.
You set their course and pace that
their orbit can never be altered.
Happily, joyously they do their
Maker’s will, fulfilling the truth of
their Creator’s innovation.

The moon was told she would be
renewed as a crown of beauty for
those borne of the womb, who in
time to come will be renewed like
her, and made beautiful for their
Creator, for the sake of God’s
glorious rule.

Praised are You, Adonai,

who renews the months.
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If God were the sun, then Israel might be the moon,

her face reflecting God’s eternal light.

Yes, Israel is like the moon, the moon

who waxes and wanes,

grows old, and then renews herself,
yet never leaves the skies.

Faithfully, she reappears to walk the night,
glimmering, silver, in the darkened sky.

Faithfully, she spreads her pale and ghostly light
on every room and tree and blade of grass

mning W'-_l_ljzjn'? (“to be renewed like her”)
The renascence of the moon at the beginning
of our months has become the symbol of our
own rebirth and of the redemption from sin
and evil after which it is our task to strive....
Like the moon, Yisrael, too, shall never be
lost even when it walks in utter darkness.
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Yisrael is forever assured the possibility of a
return to the light, if only it will not stray
from the paths which have been assigned it by
the Word of God. This thought is expressed in
the blessing which we are to recite each month
on beholding the new moon. (Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch)
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A torch at
night is as
good as a
companion,
but moonlight
is as good as
two. (Rav,
Babylonian
Talmud,
B'rachot 43b)

“The New
Moon” by
Ruth Brin
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Until the whole world turns to silver,
transformed from darkness to shimmering beauty.

Yes, Israel, be like the moon,
renew your faith each generation.

Even when the earth casts its shadow of darkness,
faithfully reflect the light of God;

Pour over the whole world
the moonlight beauty of holiness.

A Psalm for Rosh Chodesh wnn wRH W

Praise the Eternal, O my soul. .'l"lﬂ':"ﬂ.i_‘f ,’W?Q SO0 psalm 104112,
Adonai, my God, You are great SxA AT oK iy A
indeed, clothed in grandeur AW YT TN

andglory’ T ITT TT

wrapped in light as in a garment, ,Tﬂgr?i_U;D MKRTTVY

unfolding the heavens like a curtain. STV OMNY 01

God made the moon to measure ATy ih‘? o Tl'(ylj When we greet
the seasons; the sun knows its AKIAN VT wnw ZZ:QT:;?"M or

time for setting. and Guide.
(B'rachot 4b)

You bring on the darkness; it is night Tl'?j‘? M T]!__U'ITN'(_Z_J'R

when all beasts of the forest stir. AVIINT-5s wnantia
=T D= T .

The young lions roar for prey;, E]WITJ'_D DKW D100

seeking from God their food. 053K Sxn W'Pn';q

Ty AL =1

“renew your faith” The women heard about Y Ay (“God made the moon”)

the construction of the golden calf and Near You, God, there is no night, and candles

refused to submit their jewelry to their are not needed beside You, for You light up

husbands. Instead they said to them: “You the whole world with Your light.

want to construct an idol which is an And the morning speaks of Your mercy,

abomination, and has no power of redemption?  and the night speaks of Your truth.

We won't listen to you.” And the Holy One, And all creatures acknowledge Your wonder.

Blessed be God, rewarded them in this world, (Beyle Hurvits, 18th c.)
in that they would observe new moons more

than men, and in the next world, in that they

are destined to be renewed like the new

moons. (Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer 45)
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When the sun rises, they steal away and

settle into their lairs.

Then people go out to work,
to their labour until evening.

How varied are Your works, Adonai!

With wisdom have You made them all.
The earth is resplendent with Your creations.

May the glory of the Eternal endure
forever; may the Eternal rejoice
in all creation.

God looks at the earth, and it trembles;
God touches the mountains and they smoke.

I will sing to the Eternal all my life;

I will chant to my God with all my breath.

Let my words be pleasing to God;
I will rejoice in the Eternal.

Let offenders vanish from the earth,
and the wicked be no more.

Praise the Eternal, O my soul.
Halleluyah!
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7wy 12777 (“how varied are Your works”)
God said: “Let there be lights in the expanse of
the sky to separate day from night; they shall

Jg\ . serve as signs for the set times—the days and
'a ? the years; and they shall serve as lights in the
a B expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth.”

And it was so. God made the two great lights,
the greater light to dominate the day and the
lesser light to dominate the night, and the
stars. And God set them in the expanse of the
sky to shine upon the earth, to dominate the
day and the night, and to separate light from
darkness. And God saw that this was good.
(Genesis 1:14-18)
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nra MM TR (“I will sing to the

Eternal all my life”)

Let the half day festival of the new moon

remind us how to retreat and grow strong,
how to

reflect and learn, how to push our bellies
forward,

how to roll and turn and pull the tides up, up

when we need them, how to come back
each time

we look dead, making a new season shine.

(Marge Piercy)
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Counting the Omer TRy NN

We count off the forty-nine days of the Omer, just before Aleinu, from
the second day of Pesach to the day before Shavuot.

According to Rabbenu Nissim, the Israelites were told that they
would receive the Torah on the fiftieth day following the Exodus
from Egypt. In their eagerness for that event, they counted the days
from Pesach, the Season of Our Freedom, until Shavuot, the Season
of the Giving of Our Torah. In biblical times, when Israel was still
an agriculturally based society, our ancestors counted those days by
counting the omer, a sheaf or measure of grain. By continuing this
tradition, we link the Redemption of Pesach with the Revelation at
Sinai. When we accept upon ourselves the yoke of Torah, we cease to
be Pharaoh’s servants and become servants of the Eternal God. For
freedom without law is anarchy; law without freedom is slavery.
(Rabbi Michael Strassfeld, adapted)

Here I am now ready and mxn 'D"P_'? TR 129 2T
prepared to fulfill the mitzvah of N3 Myt noo bw nwy
counting the Omer, as it is written n hWDDﬂ Y o .I'\BWI'

in the Torah: “You shall count for : .
D" Nawn naman 0db
yourselves from the day after the e

holy day, from the day you bring auIng '17337 “NX DOKNA0
the sheaf of wave-offering, seven 1177711 n‘nvr_\m mn;:w' N;}___U

complete weeks. You must count Ny W Nawa Nammn 1y
until the day after the seventh ' 9 D’W'DI'TI. ;WBD n
week—fifty days.” ST e

All rise.

Praised are You, Adonai our God, ,ﬂJ"l‘.j‘Dj_S ™ TIAR N2
Sovereign of the Universe, who has 3 _“U"-_[I? WK v ']‘7 A
sanctified us with mitzvot, and has 17¥ 1YY YD
commanded us concerning the TS Tl
. QY1 N1Hho
counting of the Omer. o S

« Today is the first day of the Omer. halaktioliyini\ini Likn i kiy i

« Today is the day of the Omer. dnya om? i -
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Leviticus
23:15-16a
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Yom HaShoah

AN on

Only years after the Holocaust did Yom HaShoah ritual and liturgy begin
to emerge. Only after years of debate in Israel’s Knesset was the 27th of
Nisan, marking the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, identified as the most
appropriate date on the calendar for a day of collective mourning. It was
as if the Jewish People had been struck dumb, unable to respond to the
Holocaust, let alone pray to a God who seemed to have abandoned them.
Until a common liturgy is established, the following is offered with
humility, to remember the Six Million and to address the God of History.
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It’s burning, brothers, it’s aflame!
Our little, poor, beloved town’s aflame!

Brutal winds, in fury growing,
Keep on tearing, breaking,
blowing,

o yinb
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While the furious winds are
wailing, everything’s aflame!
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And with folded arms you
watch it,

As if you were lame,

And with folded arms you
watch i,

While our town is aflame!

“Es Brent” by
Mordecai
Gebirtig

Adonai our God
and God of our
ancestors, grant
that none may
hate us, and
let hatred for
others never
enter our hearts.
(Rabbi Eliezer,
Jerusalem Talmud,
B'rachot 4:2)
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All peoples have suffered cruelty, and we weep with them, too.

But this day we think especially of the pain suffered by the House
of Israel. Exile and oppression, expulsion and ghettos, pogroms and
death camps: the agony of our people numbs the mind and turns the

heart to stone.

We can only wonder at the fortitude of our forebears who said, not once
but many times: “Though You slay me, I will yet trust in You” And we
can only pray to be blessed with a measure of the faith that enabled
them to remain true to God and Torah, even when the Eternal One
seemed remote from them, and life itself might have lost all meaning.

A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping!

Rachel is weeping for her children,
refusing to be comforted for them,
for they are no more.

Is it nothing to you, all you
who pass along the road?

Look and see: is there any pain
like that which has befallen me?

To what shall I liken you, how to
comfort you, O innocent daughter
of Zion? Truly, your ruin is as vast
as the sea! Who can heal you?

How long, O God?
Will we be forgotten forever? How

long will Your face be hidden from us?

All this has befallen us, yet we have
not forgotten You, nor have we been
false to Your covenant.

It is for Your sake that we have been
slain all the day long, and accounted
as sheep for the slaughter.
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From Job 13:15a

Jeremiah 31:14

Lamentations
1:12a

Lamentations
2:13

Psalm 13:2

Psalm 44:18

Psalm 44:23
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And there was silence! How many stood aside, mute and callous,
forgetting the Divine command: “You shall not stand idly by while your

neighbour bleeds!”

For the sin of silence,
For the sin of indifference,

For the secret complicity of the neutral.

For the closing of borders,
For the washing of hands,
For the crime of indifference.
For the sin of silence,

For the closing of borders—

Adonai, You see it: You see that none comes to help, none to intervene.
Only the winds come to carry our dust to the four corners of the earth.

“And I shall make your descendants
as the dust of the earth”

As dust of the earth extends from
one end of the world to the other, so
will your children be scattered from
one end of the world to the other.

As the dust of the earth can be
blessed only through water, so too
can Israel only be blessed through
the Torah, which is to the thirsty
soul what water is to the body.

“for the sin of silence”
If a flame has fallen among the cedars
What will the wall moss say?
If danger lies in wait for those who sleep
What will they who watch in silence say?
If the weary are dying to sit down
What will they who go on standing up say?
If in Oran plague has broken out
What will distant neighbours say?
If the hand is writing on the walls
What will they who have the last laugh say?
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If even the innocent are scourged

What will they who cling to God say?

If the woman in love has wept into her pillow
What will the ancient ballads say?

If judgment pierces the mountains

What will the skeptics say?

If in the street darkness breathes

What will the glowing candles say?

(Hayim Gouri)
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Leviticus 19:16

Whoever destroys
a single life,

it is as if that
person has
destroyed an
entire world.
And whoever
saves a single
life, it is as if
that person has
saved an entire
world. (Mishnah
Sanhedrin 4:5)

Genesis 13:16

Midrash Genesis
Rabbah 41:9
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And as dust is made to be trampled
upon, so too will Your children be
made for kingdoms to trample upon.

And as dust wears away vessels of
metal, but itself endures forever,

so it is with Israel. All your enemies
will come to nothing, but

the People Israel will endure.

Under the Polish green trees,

no more at play Moishelach,
Shloimelach.

No more at play Sorele and Leahle.
Not in the grass and not in the snow.

No longer are heard the voices of
Jewish children, of the mischievous
Motelach and Shimelach, whose
bodies contort as they practise their
tricks and heroics.
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obiyh oap NI (“but itself endures
forever”) Master of the Universe: You are
doing much to make me desert my faith. But
I assure You that—even against the will
of...Heaven, a Jew I am and a Jew I shall
remain. And neither the sufferings that You

have brought upon me, nor that which You
shall yet bring upon me, will be of any
avail. (Hebrew prayer of a Jew exiled from
Spain in 1492 after he was “put ashore in
some uninhabited place,” and witnessed the
deaths of his wife and two children)

362
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“Moishelach,
Shloimelach” by
J. Papiernikow,
lyricist; Israel
Alter, composer
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Now the little Polish trees
are mourning.

Jewish homes are dead.
The streets are dead, their
houses destroyed.

Some children hide there
now like mice.

Jewish children with wide black
eyes, shrouded in darkness.
Eyes full of fear of the impact
of the catastrophe.

I believe in the
sun even when
it is not shining.
I believe in love
even when
feeling it not.

I believe in God
even when He is
silent. (Found on
a cellar wall in
Kéln, Germany,
written by a
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person in hiding)

yaybRYIRD TRb LM (“fear of the impact ...")
Without Jews, no Jewish God.

If, God forbid, we should quit

this world, Your poor tent’s light

would out.

Abraham knew You in a cloud:

since then, You are the flame

of our face, the rays

our eyes blaze,

our likeness

‘E S whom we formed:

= ?T in every land and town
oo a stranger.

a

Shattered Jewish skulls,

shards of the divine,

smashed, shamed pots—

these were Your light-bearing vessels,
Your tangibles,

Your portents of miracle!

Now count these heads

by the millions dead.
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Around You the stars go dark.
Our memory of You, obscured.
Soon Your reign will close.
Where Jews sowed,

a scorched waste.

... Who will dream You?
Remember You?

Deny You?

Yearn after You?

Who will flee You,

only to return

over a bridge of longing?

No end to night

for an extinguished people.
Heaven and earth, wiped out.
Your tent void of light.
Flicker of the Jews’ last hour.
Soon, Jewish God,

Your eclipse.

(Jacob Glatstein, translated from the Yiddish
by Cynthia 0zick)
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In the presence of eyes
which witnessed the slaughter,
which saw the oppression
the heart could not bear,
and as witness the heart
that once taught compassion,
until the days came to pass
that crushed human feeling,
I have taken an oath: To remember
it all,
to remember, not once to forget!
Forget not one thing to the last
generation
when degradation shall cease,
to the last, to its ending,
when the rod of instruction
shall have come to conclusion.
An oath: Not in vain passed over
the night of the terror.
An oath: No morning shall see me
at flesh-pots again.
An oath: Lest from this we learned
nothing.

ny1 by (“as witness”)
Written in Pencil in the Sealed Railway-Car
here in this carload
I am eve
with abel my son
if you see my other son

cain son of man
tell him I

(Dan Pagis)
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“A Vow” by
Avraham Shlonsky,
translated by Rabbi
Herbert Bronstein

Memory is the key
to morality. (Rabbi
Irving Greenberg)
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In Memory of the Six Million

Mam

Six candles are lit by the families of survivors.

I believe with perfect faith in the
coming of the Messiah. And even
if he be delayed, nevertheless,

I believe. Nevertheless, I will await
him, until that day, yet to come.

'8 by r\m nvwm nxv::
K 192 DY apmany

5 manx -rr 23 DY MK
m:gt___u oir 533

All rise.

O God, full of mercy, who dwells
on high, grant perfect rest in Your
sheltering Presence and in the
lofty heights where the holy and
pure shine like the brightness of
the firmament, unto the souls

of the Six Million. These men,
women, and children were all holy
and pure, yet for the sanctification
of God’s name they were killed,
murdered, and slaughtered by the
hands of the Nazi oppressors and
those who aided them, may their
names be obliterated. May their
resting place be the Garden of
Eden. May the Merciful One let
them find eternal refuge beneath
the shadow of Your wings, and

let their souls be bound up in

the bond of life everlasting. The
Eternal One is their inheritance.
May they rest in peace. And let

us say: Amen.

o yinb
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From “The
Thirteen
Principles of
Jewish Faith”
by Rambam
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Mourner’s Kaddish

Magnified and sanctified be the
great name of the One by whose
will the world was created. Amen.
May God’s sovereignty govern
our lives, and the life of the
whole House of Israel, and let

us say: Amen.

May God’s great name be praised
for all eternity.

Blessed and praised; glorified,
exalted, and extolled; lauded,
honoured, and acclaimed be the
name of the Holy One, who is ever
to be praised, far above all the
blessings and songs of praise and
consolations which human lips
can utter, and let us say: Amen.

May the blessing and the promise
of life come to us and all Israel,
and let us say: Amen.

May the One who causes peace
to reign in the high heavens
cause peace to descend on us,
and let us say: Amen.
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DinY wrTp (“mourner’s Kaddish”)
In the Jewish Synagogue at Newport

Our softened voices send us back again

But mournful echoes through the empty hall:
Our footsteps have a strange unnatural sound,
And with unwonted gentleness they fall.

The weary ones, the sad, the suffering,

All found their comfort in the holy place,

And children’s gladness and men’s gratitude
Took voice and mingled in the chant of praise.

The funeral and the marriage, now, alas!
We know not which is sadder to recall;

For youth and happiness have followed age,
And green grass lieth gently over all.

Nathless the sacred shrine is holy yet,

With its lone floors where reverent feet once trod.

Take off your shoes as by the burning bush,
Before the mystery of death and God.

(Emma Lazarus)
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From Psalm
113:2,
Daniel 2:20
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Yit-ga-dal ve-yit-ka-dash she-mei ra-ba. A-mein.
Be-al-ma di-ve-ra chir-u-tei, ve-yam-lich mal-chu-tei
be-cha-yei-chon u-ve-yo-mei-chon u-ve-cha-yei
de-chol Beit Yis-ra-eil, ba-a-ga-la u-vi-ze-man ka-riv,

ve-im-ru: A-mein.

Ye-hei she-mei ra-ba me-va-rach le-a-lam u-le-al-mei al-ma-ya.

Yit-ba-rach ve-yish-ta-bach ve-yit-pa-ar ve-yit-ro-mam ve-yit-na-sei
ve-yit-ha-dar ve-yit-aleh ve-yit-ha-lal she-mei de-Ku-de-sha, be-rich Hu,
le-ei-la min kol bir-cha-ta ve-shi-ra-ta tush-be-cha-ta ve-ne-che-ma-ta
da-a-mi-ran be-al-ma ve-im-ru: A-mein.

Ye-hei she-la-ma ra-ba min she-ma-ya ve-cha-yim a-lei-nu
ve-al kol Yis-ra-eil, ve-im-ru: A-mein.

0-seh sha-lom bim-ro-mav, Hu ya-a-seh sha-lom a-lei-nu
ve-al kol Yis-ra-eil, ve-im-ru: A-mein.

All are seated.

Words of Testimonial and Music of Memory may be included.

D0p

o yinb

5371 N3 537 1A (“the life of the whole
House of Israel”) If the 614th commandment
[i.e., Thou shalt not hand Hitler a posthumous
victory] is binding upon the authentic Jew, then
we are, first, commanded to survive as Jews, lest
the Jewish people perish. We are commanded,
second, to remember in our very guts and bones
the martyrs of the Holocaust, lest their memory
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perish. We are forbidden, thirdly, to deny or
despair of God, however much we may have to
contend with Him, lest Judaism perish. We are
forbidden, finally, to despair of the world as the
place which is to become the Kingdom of God,
lest we help make it a meaningless place in
which God is dead or irrelevant and everything
is permitted. (Rabbi Emil Fackenheim)
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“Take comfort, take comfort, My
people,” says your God.

This I call to mind, and therefore
do I have hope.

God will swallow up death once
and for all! The Eternal God will
wipe the tears from every face
and remove from all the earth the
reproach laid upon our People.

Thus says the Eternal: “Hold back
your voice from weeping, your eyes
from tears! For your labour shall
have its reward,” says Adonai.
“There is hope for your future,” says
the Eternal God.

You must not say that you now
walk the final way,

Because the darkened heavens
hide the blue of day.

The time we've longed for will
at last draw near,

And our steps, as drums, will
sound that we are here!

From land all green with palms to
lands all white with snow,

We now arrive with all our pain
and all our woe.

Where our blood sprayed out
and came to touch the land,
There our courage and our faith
will rise and stand.

KT MY M0 M
nlnkiy PN

12°5y m%"DK WK NN
Samix

M Y37 N y2a

oyn R i

1797 iy NN DU 03
D27 T D YIRT0D SYn

2P Wan i K o
YR Y1 0an
N7V MY W D
MIPATY T OK)
MDD, NTIRY

VO™ 1T IR SRNIMP LI AT
AVM (U5 DY

vaym51a wonit wm

AYL Y152 DyvwIRe

WTINK R LY WRp 5
YW YOPIVAVIDMN

LRIV WTINK RV P1IB K DYIVD
IRT VAT 0

TAIRS-YRYKD DY™A 71D
MW D TIKS 1o 112
AWTTNR LM KT YT M
27 YTTINR VM D

K I'R'D [9XDYA M K
;0172 WTINR D YMaw
VTN XD YRIBY X LYM
LI WIINK TN

Mpn W1 (“there is hope”) God lives, and so
does religion, so long as there whispers that
“still small voice” within, which no mortal
tyrant or fiendish ruler can ever really stifle,
that unquenchable, irresistible, undying voice

of true religion which so softly, yet so sternly
enjoins: “Let justice flow forth as water and
righteousness as a never-failing stream.”
(Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath)
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Isaiah 40:1

Lamentations

3:21

Isaiah 25:8

Jeremiah
31:16a,17a

“Partisan’s Song”
by Hirsch Glik
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A hundred generations of victims and martyrs and still their blood cries
out from the earth, from the unmarked graves at Dachau, at Buchenwald,
at Babi Yar, at Auschwitz. ...

What can we say? What can we do? How to bear the unbearable, or
accept what life has brought to our people? They lived with faith. Not all,
but many. And, surely, many died with faith: faith in God, in life, in the
goodness that even flames cannot destroy. May we now find a way to the
strength of that faith.

They have left their lives to us: let a million prayers rise whenever Jews
gather; let a million candles glow against the darkness of these
unfinished lives.

Please rise.

The Legacy (read by descendants of survivors)

WE TAKE THIS OATH! We take it in the shadow of flames with
tongues that scar the soul of our People. We vow in the name of dead
parents and children; we vow with our sadness tucked away, our faith
renewed; we vow, we shall never let the sacred memory of our
perished Six Million be scorned or erased.

WE SAW THEM hungry and afraid. We saw them rush to battle. We saw
them in the loneliness of night, true to their faith. At the threshold of
death, we saw them. We heard their silence, merged their tears with
our own. Deportations, executions, mass graves, death camps; mute
prayers, cries of revolt, desperation, torn scrolls; cities and towns,
villages and hamlets; the young, the old, the rich, the poor; ghetto
fighters and partisans, scholars and messianic dreamers; ravaged faces,
fists raised. Like clouds of fire, all have vanished.

WE TAKE THIS OATH! Vision becomes word, to be handed down from

father to son, from mother to daughter, from generation to generation.
REMEMBER and BLOT OUT what the Nazi killers and their accomplices

did to our People. Remember them with rage and contempt.

Remember what an indifferent world did to us and to itself! Remember

the victims with pride and with sorrow. Remember also the deeds of
the righteous Gentiles, who are forever a blessing to humanity.

369
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Adapted from
The Legacy and
Acceptance,
composed in
Yiddish by Elie
Wiesel, originally
read at the
concluding
ceremony of the
World Gathering
of Jewish
Holocaust
Survivors at

the Kotel in
Jerusalem, 1981
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REMEMBER the miracle of the Jewish rebirth in the land of our
ancestors. In the independent State of Israel, pioneers and fighters
returned to our people the dignity and majesty of nationhood.
From the ruins of their lives, orphans and widows built homes and
old-new fortresses. We are indebted to those who realized our lofty
dream of freedom in a land redeemed.

WE TAKE THIS OATH! Let our legacy endure as stone of the Temple
Wall. For here prayers and memories burn. They burn and burn and
will not be consumed.

The Acceptance (together)

WE ACCEPT the obligation of this legacy.

WE ARE BORN after the darkness. Through our parents’ memories and
silences, we are linked to that annihilated Jewish existence. The echo
permeates our consciousness.

WE DEDICATE this pledge to you, our parents who suffered and
survived; to our grandparents, who perished in the flames; to our
vanished brothers and sisters, more than one million Jewish children;
to all Six Million whose unyielding resistance exemplifies our People’s
commitment to life.

WE PLEDGE to remember!

WE WILL TEACH our children to preserve that Jewish spirit which
cannot be destroyed.

WE WILL SHOUT to the world, “Look how far humanity can fall!

And see the heights which were reached, even in hell itself!”

WE WILL FIGHT anti-Semitism and all forms of hatred wherever they
may fester.

WE AFFIRM our commitment to the State of Israel and to the continuity
of Jewish life in our homeland and in our own homes.

WE PLEDGE ourselves to the oneness of the Jewish People, and
to the One God in heaven and on earth.

WE ARE YOUR CHILDREN!

WE ARE HERE!

WE WILL NOT FORGET!

Please leave the sanctuary in silence.
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Memorial Day for the

Fallen Soldiers of Israel

1Mo on

By the third Yom HaAtzma'ut (1950), the commemoration of the fallen
soldiers emotionally dominated the day. It was decided, therefore, to set
aside the day before Independence Day as a permanent Remembrance
Day for the dead of Israel’s wars. The first year an extended whistle
blast was sounded nationwide to mark the beginning and end of the
day. All traffic stopped and the population of Israel stood silent for
two minutes. This practice is still observed today with the wail of sirens
echoing throughout the country. (Rabbi Irving Greenberg)

Laugh, laugh at all my dreams!
What I dream shall yet come true!
Laugh at my belief in humanity,
at my belief in you.

Freedom still my soul demands,
unbartered for a calf of gold.

For still I do believe in humanity,
and its spirit, strong and bold.

And in the future I still believe—
though it be distant, come it will—
when nations shall each other bless,

and peace, at last, the earth shall fill.

Then a new song will one poet sing.

To the beautiful and sublime his
heart will beat.

For him, for that young poet, from
my grave

They will gather flowers for his
laurel wreath.
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From “I Believe”
by Shaul
Tchernichovsky,
translated by
Maurice Samuel

A voice called.
I went.

I went, lest

I fall.

(Hannah Szenes)

29/08/11 5:46 PM



The earth grows still,
the lurid sky slowly pales over
smoking borders.

Heartsick, but still living,
a People stands by

to greet the uniqueness
of the miracle.

Readied,

they wait beneath the moon,
wrapped in awesome joy,
before daybreak.

—Then, a girl and boy

step forward.

And slowly walk

before the waiting nation.

In work garb and heavy-shod,
they climb in stillness
wearing yet the dress of battle,
the grime

of aching day

and fire-filled night.

Unwashed, weary unto death,
not knowing rest,

but wearing youth like dewdrops
in their hair.

—Silently the two approach and
stand, unwavering.

There isn't a hint if they are of the
living or of the dead.
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“The Silver
Platter” by
Natan Alterman

No state is
handed to a
people on a
silver platter
(Chaim
Weizmann)
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Through wondering tears
the people stare.

“Who are you?”

The silent two reply:

“We are the Silver Platter
upon which the Jewish State
was served to you.”

And speaking, they fall in shadow
at the nation’s feet.

Let the rest in Israel’s chronicles
be told.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep
silence; for Jerusalem’s sake I
will speak out, until her light
shines forth like the sunrise, her
deliverance like a blazing torch.

Let the wilderness and the thirsty
land be glad, let the desert rejoice
and burst into flower.

The People who walked in darkness
have seen a great light. Upon those

who dwelt in a land dark as death,

a light has dawned.

qwna o577 Dy (“the People who walked
in darkness”) We, the soldiers who have
returned from battles stained with blood; we
who have seen our relatives and friends killed
before our eyes; we who have attended their
funerals and cannot look in the eyes of their
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parents; we who have come from a land where
parents bury their children; we who have
fought...we say...today, in a loud and a clear
voice: “Enough of blood and tears. Enough.”
(Yitzchak Rabin in the Rose Garden of the
White House, 1995)
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Mature your
minds with great
thoughts; to
believe in the
heroic makes
heroes.

(Benjamin Disraeli)

Isaiah 62:1

Isaiah 35:1

Isaiah 9:1
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Prayer for the State of Israel

God in heaven, Rock and
Redeemer of Israel, bless the
State of Israel, the first flowering
of our redemption. Shield it with
Your love, spread over it Your
canopy of peace; enlighten its
leaders with faith, and direct
them with Your good counsel.

Our God, strengthen the hands of

the defenders of our sacred land;
grant them salvation and crown
them with victory. Establish peace
in the land, everlasting joy for all
its inhabitants. And let us say:
Amen.
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Continue on page 1 (for Maariv), 31 (for Shacharit), or 79 (for Minchah).

TWRTH AR 7K AW (“enlighten its
leaders with faith”) Justice for all of Israel’s
inhabitants is a prerequisite for successful
sovereignty in the land. As it is written:
“Justice, justice shall you pursue, that you
may thrive upon and occupy the land that the
Eternal God is giving you” (Deuteronomy
16:20).
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Ty 1nTOR 0PN (“grant them

salvation”)

Of David:

Blessed is the Eternal One, my Rock
who trains my hands for battle,

my fingers for warfare;

my Faithful One, my Fortress,

my Haven and my Deliverer,

my Shield, in whom I take shelter.

(Psalm 144:1-2)

374

Droplets fall from
my eye for the
destruction of
Jerusalem. I cry
night and day for
my brothers who
fell. I pour out my
soul and lifeblood
to God who dwells
in Heaven. Rock of
my salvation, put
anger aside.

Arise as a wall

to protect us, and
let the sun shine
sevenfold upon us.
(A song of the
Sephardic Jews of
Jerusalem)
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After Aleinu:

My God, my God,

I pray that these things never end:
The sand and the sea,

The rush of the waters,

The crash of the heavens,

The prayer of the heart.

The sand and the sea,

The rush of the waters,

The crash of the heavens,

The prayer of the heart.

Yizkor

May God remember the sons and
daughters who exposed themselves
to mortal danger in those days of
struggle prior to the establishment
of the State of Israel. And may God
remember the soldiers of the Israel
Defence Forces who fell in the
wars of Israel.

May the People of Israel keep them
in their memory and be blessed by
their descendants. Let them mourn
the splendour of youth, the charm
of courage, the holiness of will, and
the devotion of self-sacrifice

which ended in heavy battles.

May the loyal and valiant heroes
of freedom and victory be sealed
within the hearts of Israel, in each
and every generation.
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“A Walk to
Caesarea” by
Hannah Szenes

Deep in the
heart of every
Jew, in its purest
and holiest
recesses, there
blazes the fire
of Israel.

(Rabbi Avraham
Yitzchak Kook)

Even the
ordinary soldier
whose blood fell
upon the ancient
path knew that
the splendour

of mountains,
the silvery
treetops, and
the glittering
dome are the
outer gold of the
song of Solomon
and of David’s
tear. (Zelda)
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All rise.

God, full of compassion, dwelling
on high, grant perfect rest under
the wings of Your sheltering
Presence among the holy and

pure who shine as the light of the
firmament, to the souls of all the
soldiers of Israel and all the heroes
of our People who sacrificed their
lives for our homeland. As we pray
for the ascent of their souls, the
God of Compassion will protect
them forevermore under the cover
of Divine wings. And bind their
souls in the bond of eternal life.
Adonai is their inheritance. May
their resting place be a Garden

of Eden, a dwelling place of
everlasting peace, and let us say:
Amen.
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Mourner’s Kaddish, page 384
HaTikvah, page 547

755800 1KY (“as we pray”)
Verses for Memorial Day, a psalm of
remembering for the war dead

What is the correct way to stand at a memorial
ceremony?

Erect or stooped, pulled taut as a tent or in
the slumped posture

of mourning, head bowed like the guilty or
held high

in a collective protest against death,

eyes gaping frozen like the eyes of the dead

or shut tight, to see stars inside?

And what is the best time for remembering?
At noon

when shadows are hidden beneath our feet, or
at twilight

when shadows lengthen like longings

that have no beginning, no end, like God?

(Yehuda Amichai)
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I will not fear
the tens of
thousands that
surround me.
Rise up,

0 God, and
save me.

(Psalm 3:7-8)
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Israel Independence Day

MNPXYIT omn

On Yom HaAtzma'ut, we celebrate the miracle of the rebirth of the State
of Israel, deepen our attachment to her sacred soil, and reflect upon
our responsibilities to the dreams and realities of Israel. While Reform
Judaism was founded, in part, on the belief that a Jew could make a real
home in the modern Diaspora, today we complement this belief with the
understanding that Israel is the centre of the Jewish world and that we

are uniquely bound to that land.

When the Knesset voted that Yom HaAtzma'ut be celebrated on the
fifth day of Iyar (the Hebrew date corresponding to May 14, 1948), David
Ben-Gurion noted that this was the first new holiday to be added to the
Jewish calendar in over 2,000 years. The official resolution states: “On
this day, let all labour cease....Let the people gather in families and
settlements for rejoicing and gladness, for memorial and thanksgiving,
for unity and inspiration, for on this day Israel will celebrate its new
holiday of independence.” No customs or rituals were yet established,
but over time the following songs, prayers, and poetry have emerged in
celebration of the re-establishment of the Jewish national home.

A Song of Ascents.

When God returned us to Zion from
exile, we thought we were dreaming.

Then our mouths filled with laughter

and cheers were on our tongues.

The other nations saw and said:

“Adonai has done great things for them”

Adonai has done great things for us,

and we were very glad.

o yinb
Dmvp

7% N2 NX (“returned us to Zion”) When
Dr. Chaim Weizmann, the chemist who would
become the first president of modern Israel,
was lobbying British politicians to win their
support for the Zionist effort to gain a Jewish
homeland, a member of the House of Lords
asked him: “Why do you Jews insist on Palestine
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when there are so many undeveloped countries
you could settle in more conveniently?”
Weizmann answered: “That is like my asking
you why you drove twenty miles to visit your
mother last Sunday when there are so many old
ladies living on your street.” (As told by Rabbi
Harold Kushner)
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Psalm 126

Thus said Adonai:
“Restrain your
voice from
weeping, your
eyes from
shedding tears;
for there is a
reward for your
labour—They
shall return from
the enemy’s land.
And there is hope
for your future—
Your children will
return to their
country.” (Jeremiah
31:15-16)
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To caress and to
kiss your stones I

Return us again to freedom, Adonai,
like streams, long dry, to the Negev

NNIW-NK MM W

returning.

Those who sow in tears will reap
in joy.

The farmer may weep when he
buries the precious seed,

but singing, he comes back
with his arms filled with grain.

A Vision of the Prophets

Thus says the Eternal:

“I have returned to Zion, and will
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.
Jerusalem shall be called

“The City of Truth’; and the
mountain of Adonai Tz'va’ot,
“The Holy Mountain.”

Thus says Adonai Tz’va’ot:

“Old men and women shall yet
dwell in the streets of Jerusalem,
each with staff in hand, enjoying
length of days. And the streets of
the city shall be filled with boys
and girls; they will be playing in
its streets.”
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1272 N121°N2 (“singing, he comes back”)
The national centre will not be a “secure
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home of refuge” for our People, but it shall be
a home of healing for its spirit. (Ahad HaAm)

378

desire, and the
taste of your soil
would be for me a
reward sweet as
honey. (Yehudah
Halevi)

Zechariah
8:3-5,7-8

We came to the
land You sent us
to; it does indeed
flow with milk
and honey.
(Numbers 13:27)
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Thus says Adonai Tz’va'ot:

“Behold, I will save My People from
the lands of the east and the west,
and I will bring them to dwell in the
midst of Jerusalem. And they shall
be My People, and I shall be their
God, in truth and in righteousness.”

Prayer for the State of Israel

God in heaven, Rock and
Redeemer of Israel, bless the State
of Israel, the first flowering of

our redemption. Shield it with
Your love, spread over it Your
canopy of peace; enlighten its
leaders with faith, and direct
them with Your good counsel.
Our God, strengthen the hands of
the defenders of our sacred land;
grant them salvation and crown
them with victory. Establish peace
in the land, everlasting joy for all
its inhabitants. And let us say:
Amen.
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Continue on page 1 (for Maariv), 31 (for Shacharit), or 79 (for Minchah).

mawih ably nmniy (“everlasting joy for
all its inhabitants”) It is not easy to forget
the past. But let us try to overcome the bad
memories and the obstacles in order to light a
new, unique, historic horizon—an opportunity
which may never come again for a different
life, a life without fear, a life without hatred,
a life without the frightened eyes of children,
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a life without pain, a life in which we shall
build a home, plant a vineyard, and live to a
ripe old age, side by side as neighbours. We
all hope that we shall wake up tomorrow
morning to a new day, to a new future and a
new opportunity for our children. For them,
we had to fight. For them, we have to achieve
peace. (Yitzchak Rabin)

379

Each people has
as much heaven
over its head as
it has land under
its feet. (Chayim
Nachman Bialik)

There is no
greater victory
than the victory
of peace.
(Yitzchak Rabin)
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From Israel’s Proclamation
of Independence

The Land of Israel was the birthplace of
the Jewish People. Here their spiritual,
religious, and national identity was
formed. Here they achieved independence
and created a culture of national and
universal significance. From here they
bequeathed to the world the eternal

Book of Books.

Exiled from the land of Israel, the
Jewish people remained faithful to it

in all the countries of their dispersion,
never ceasing to pray and hope for their
return and restoration of their national
freedom....

Impelled by this historic association,
Jews strove throughout the centuries to
go back to the land of their ancestors and
regain their statehood. In recent decades
they returned en masse to their land.
They reclaimed the wilderness, revived
their language, built cities and villages,
and established a vigorous and ever-
growing community with its own
economic and cultural life. They sought
peace and yet were prepared to defend
themselves. They brought the blessings of
progress to all inhabitants of the country,
and looked forward to sovereign
independence.

ngjr_:‘? 12w (“they returned to their land”)
The resettlement of our country—that is,
the purchase of land, the building of houses,
the planting of orchards, and the cultivating
of the soil—is one of the fundamental
commandments of our Torah; some of our
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ancient Sages even say that it is equivalent
to the whole Law, for it is the foundation of
the existence of our People. (Samuel
Mohilever, “Message to the First Zionist
Congress,” 1897)
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In the year 1897, the first Zionist
Congress, inspired by Theodore Herzl’s
vision of the Jewish State, proclaimed
the right of the Jewish People to national
revival in their own country....

This right was acknowledged by the
Balfour Declaration of November 2,
1917, and reaffirmed by the Mandate
of the League of Nations which gave
explicit international recognition to
the historic connection of the Jewish
People with Palestine and their right to
reconstitute their National Home.

The Shoah, which recently befell

the Jewish People—the massacre of
millions of Jews in Europe—proved
anew the need to solve the problem of
homelessness and lack of independence
of the Jewish People by means of the
re-establishment of the Jewish State,
which would open its gates to all Jews
and endow the Jewish people with
equality of status among the family of

nations....

First Zionist Congress At the behest of our
leader Herzl, I came to Basel to make all of the
preparations for the first Congress. Among the
many questions ... was with which flag would
we decorate the Congress hall? And in what
colours? At that point, we had no flag. One
had to be created.... And then an idea flashed
into my mind. We already have a blue and
white flag: the tallit with which we wrap
ourselves in our prayers. This prayer shawl is
our emblem. Let us take it out of its bag and
open it up in front of Israel and the eyes of all
peoples. I then ordered a blue and white flag
with the Shield of David painted on it. That is
how the national flag came into being. (David
Wolffsohn)
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Balfour Declaration
Dear Lord Rothschild,
His Majesty’s Government views with favour the
establishment in Palestine of a national home
for the Jewish people and will use its best
endeavours to facilitate the achievement of
this object, it being clearly understood that
nothing shall be done that may prejudice the
civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights
and political status enjoyed by Jews in any
other country. I should be grateful if you
would bring this declaration to the knowledge
of the Zionist Federation.

Yours sincerely,

Arthur James Balfour
(From the Secretary of the Foreign Office,
November 2, 1917)
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If you will it,
it is no dream.
(Theodor Herzl,

1902)
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On November 29, 1947, the General
Assembly of the United Nations
adopted a Resolution requiring the
establishment of a Jewish State in the
Land of Israel....It is the natural right
of the Jewish People to lead, as do all
other nations, an independent existence
in its sovereign State.

Accordingly we, the members of the
National Council, representing the
Jewish People in the Land of Israel and
the World Zionist Movement, are met
together in solemn assembly today,

the day of termination of the British
Mandate for the Land of Israel; and, by
virtue of the natural and historic right
of the Jewish People and on the basis of
the decision of the General Assembly of
the United Nations, we hereby proclaim
the establishment of a Jewish State in
the Land of Israel, to be called Medinat
Yisrael, “The State of Israel”...

The State of Israel will be open to the
immigration of Jews from all countries
of their dispersion; will promote the
development of the country for the
benefit of all its inhabitants; will be
based on the principles of liberty,
justice, and peace as conceived by the
Prophets of Israel; will uphold the

full social and political equality of all
its citizens, without distinguishing
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fraxy mMwna (“an independent existence”)
God gathered them in from the lands, from
east and west, from the north and from the
sea.... Some lived in deepest darkness,

bound in cruel irons ... they stumbled with no
one to help. In their adversity they cried to
the Eternal who rescued them ... broke their
bonds asunder.... Now they sow fields and

plant vineyards that yield a fruitful harvest.
God blesses them and they prosper greatly....
The upright see this and rejoice; the mouths
of all wrongdoers are stopped. The wise will
take note of these things and will consider
the steadfast love of the Eternal God. (From
Psalm 107)
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Rabbi Shmuel
taught: “The only
difference between
this world and the
Messianic Age is
subjection to foreign
powers.” (Babylonian
Talmud, B'rachot 34b)

Justice, justice shall
you pursue, that
you may thrive
upon and occupy
the land that the
Eternal is giving
you. (Deuteronomy
16:20)
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religion, race or sex; will guarantee
freedom of religion, conscience,
language, education, and culture; will
safeguard the holy places of all religions;
and will loyally uphold the principles of
the United Nations Charter....

Our call goes out to the Jewish People all
over the world to rally to our side in the
task of immigration and development
and to stand by us in the great struggle
for the fulfillment of the dream of
generations for the redemption of Israel.

With trust in the Rock of Israel, we set
our hands to this Declaration, at this
Session of the Provisional State Council,
on the soil of the Homeland, in the city
of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath eve, the 5th
day of Iyar, 5708, the fourteenth day of
May, 1948.

Blessed is the match
consumed in kindling flame.
Blessed is the flame
that burns in the heart’s secret
places.
Blessed is the heart
with strength to stop its beating
for honour’s sake.
Blessed is the match
consumed in kindling flame.
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Fourteenth day of May, 1948 At eight o'clock
on the morning of May fourteenth, the British
lowered the Union Jack in Jerusalem. By mid-
afternoon the Arabs launched a full-scale
attack against the Jews. At 4:00 p.m., despite
great pressure from the government of the
United States and the doubts of many of his
colleagues, David Ben-Gurion, chairman of the
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Jewish Agency Executive, read the Declaration
of Independence of the State of Israel. The
Jewish population of Palestine, except for
Jerusalem, which was without electricity,
heard the proclamation ceremonies as they
were broadcast from the Tel Aviv Museum.
(Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz)
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“Blessed is the
Match” by
Hannah Szenes
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Mourner’s Kaddish

All rise.

Magnified and sanctified be the
great name of the One by whose
will the world was created. Amen.
May God’s sovereignty govern
our lives, and the life of the whole
House of Israel, and let us say:
Amen.

May God’s great name be praised
for all eternity.

Blessed and praised; glorified,
exalted, and extolled; lauded,
honoured, and acclaimed be the
name of the Holy One, who is ever
to be praised, far above all the
blessings and songs of praise and
consolations which human lips
can utter, and let us say: Amen.

May the blessing and the promise
of life come to us and all Israel, and
let us say: Amen.

May the One who causes peace

to reign in the high heavens

cause peace to descend on us, and
on all Israel, and let us say: Amen.

384
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From Psalm
113:2,
Daniel 2:20
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Yit-ga-dal ve-yit-ka-dash she-mei ra-ba. A-mein.
Be-al-ma di-ve-ra chir-u-tei, ve-yam-lich mal-chu-tei
be-cha-yei-chon u-ve-yo-mei-chon u-ve-cha-yei
de-chol Beit Yis-ra-eil, ba-a-ga-la u-vi-ze-man ka-riv,
ve-im-ru: A-mein.

Ye-hei she-mei ra-ba me-va-rach le-a-lam u-le-al-mei al-ma-ya.
Yit-ba-rach ve-yish-ta-bach ve-yit-pa-ar ve-yit-ro-mam ve-yit-na-sei
ve-yit-ha-dar ve-yit-aleh ve-yit-ha-lal she-mei de-Ku-de-sha, be-rich Hu,
le-ei-la min kol bir-.cha-ta ve-shi-ra-ta tush-be-.cha-ta ve-ne.che-ma-ta

da-a-mi-ran be-al-ma ve-im-ru: A-mein.

Ye-hei she-la-ma ra-ba min she-ma-ya ve-cha-yim a-lei-nu
ve-al kol Yis-ra-eil, ve-im-ru: A-mein.

0-seh sha:lom bim-ro-mav, Hu ya-a-seh sha-lom a-lei-nu
ve-al kol Yis-ra-eil, ve-im-ru: A-mein.

HaTikvah may be found on page 547.

by oibw awyr xim moinna oy ny
(“may the One who causes peace to reign in
the high heavens cause peace to descend on
us”) Almost from the dawn of becoming a
people—our lives have moved within the
content of the Kaddish prayer.

The Yitgadal v'Yitkadash is the prayer which
sanctifies the One who sits in the heavens,
and expresses the profound faith of the Jewish
people, and the One who makes peace in the
heavens. The joy of the Jewish people is always
diluted by sorrow—the chuppah and the broken
glass underneath it, the dedication of a house
with mezuzot and the unfinished plaster as a
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remembrance of the Temple's destruction, the
Passover Seder and the maror. In Israel, the
tears of Memorial Day fall upon the dancers

of Independence Day (since one day follows on
the heels of the other). The Jewish People has
known many painful times in its life ... even
to the point of despair, on the edge of the
abyss....We have survived by the strength of
faith. A person lives by faith, and dies by that
same faith.

We are carrying a dream. We will not unload
it now.... Faith moves us from today to
tomorrow—to days of memory and compassion,
to days of peace. (Yitzchak Rabin)
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For Jerusalem

oowId

These prayers, poems, and love songs may be offered on the twenty-
eighth day of Iyar, Yom Yerushalayim, or on any day to celebrate and
reflect upon the glory of the eternal city.

From the peak of Mount Scopus:
Shalom, Jerusalem!

From the peak of Mount Scopus

I will bow low to you.

For one hundred generations I have
dreamed of you,

To earn the privilege of seeing the
light of your face!

Jerusalem, O Jerusalem!

Let your countenance shine upon
your children once again!
Jerusalem, O Jerusalem!

Out of your ruins will I rebuild you!
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7228 71270R (“out of your ruins will T
rebuild you”) I shall never forget my arrival
in Jerusalem. The war still raged in the Sinai,
but it was only the fate of Jerusalem that
caught the imagination of the Jewish
people.... Jews in the thousands ran to the
0ld City, and no one could stop them. A
bizarre, elemental force had suddenly taken
possession of all Jews—rabbis and merchants,
yeshivah boys and kibbutzniks, officers and
school children, cynics and artists—all had
forgotten everything. Each wanted to be at
the Western Wall, to kiss the stones, to cry

out prayers or memories. Each knew that on
that historic day, in that week, the place of
the Jew was at the Temple Mount. I had the
privilege to run with them. I have never run
with such an impetus. I have seldom said
“Amen” with such devotion as when the
paratroopers, in the exultation, prayed the
Afternoon service. I have never understood
the profound meaning of Ahavat Yisrael, love
of Israel, as I did on that day when I stood
as in a dream, under the burning sun and
thought with pride of Jewish existence.
(Elie Wiesel)

386

S9 SPECIAL DAYS 351-428 TO PRINT.indd 386

“Yerushalayim” by
Avigdor Hameiri

Judah shall abide
forever and
Jerusalem from
generation to
generation. (Joel
4:20)

29/08/11 5:46 PM



o yinb
Dmvp

From the peak of Mount Scopus:
Shalom, Jerusalem!
A thousand exiles from all the

ends of earth lift up their eyes to you.

Be blessed with a thousand
blessings, O royal shrine,
city of kings.

Jerusalem, O Jerusalem!

I will not budge from here!
Jerusalem, O Jerusalem!

The messianic dream will
emanate from you! Let it come!

For the sake of Zion I will not be
silent, for the sake of Jerusalem

I will not be still, till her justice
emerges resplendent and her rescue
like a flaming torch. Nations shall
see your justice, and every ruler
your glory; and you shall be called
by a new name, which the Eternal
shall directly bestow.

You shall be a glorious crown in
the hand of the Eternal, and a
royal diadem in the palm of your
God. Nevermore shall you be
called “Forsaken,” nor shall your
land be called “Desolate”; but you
shall be called “T delight in her,”
and your land “Espoused.” For the
Eternal takes delight in you, and
your land shall be espoused. As a
youth espouses a maiden, your
sons shall espouse you; and as a
bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
so will your God rejoice over you.
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Isaiah 62:1-7

Jerusalem is
the light of
the world. . .
and who is the
Light of
Jerusalem?
God. (Genesis
Rabbah 59:5)
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Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,

I have set watchmen, who shall
never be silent by day or by night.
O you who remember Adonai,
take no rest and give no rest to
the Eternal, until God establishes
Jerusalem and makes her
renowned on earth.

Make Jerusalem rejoice!
May all those who love her delight
in her.

Upon your walls, City of David,
I have stationed watchmen
for each day and each night.

Make Jerusalem rejoice! ...

Don't be afraid, don’t be
frightened, servants of Jacob, for
your enemies have all scattered.

Make Jerusalem rejoice! ...

Raise up your eyes and look about
you. Everyone will be gathered in
and come to you.

Make Jerusalem rejoice! ...
When all your people are

righteous, they shall inherit the
land for all time.

Make Jerusalem rejoice! ...
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3 LPRE} (“delight in her”) Jerusalem: ... a
name, a secret. For the exiled, a prayer. For
all others, a promise.

Jerusalem: seventeen times destroyed yet

never erased. The symbol of survival.
Jerusalem: the city which miraculously
transforms person into pilgrim; no one can
enter it and go away unchanged. (Elie Wiesel)
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Based on
Isaiah 66:10,
62:6, 49:18,
Numbers 10:36,
Jeremiah 46:27
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A Song of Ascents. Of David.

I rejoiced when they said to me:
“Let us go to the House of the Eternal”

Our feet stood in your gates,

O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is built as

a city knit together, where tribes
make pilgrimage, the tribes of God.
It is ordained that Israel should
acclaim the name of the Eternal.

There the thrones of judgment

are set, thrones of the House of David.
Pray for the well-being

of Jerusalem:

“May those who love you be at peace.
May there be tranquility within your
ramparts, peace in your citadels.

For the sake of my kin and companions,
let me speak now for your well-being;
for the sake of the House of the Eternal
our God, I seek your good.”

For you, Jerusalem,

between the walls of the city—
for you, Jerusalem,

a new light will shine.

In our hearts only one song exists.
For you, Jerusalem,
between the Jordan and the sea.
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Psalm 122

Jerusalem is

a port city on
the shore of
eternity. (Yehuda
Amichai)

“Lach
Yerushalayim”
by Amos
Ettinger and
A. Rubinstein
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For you, Jerusalem,
a scene of antiquity and glory.
For you, Jerusalem,
secrets and mystery.

In our hearts ...

For you, Jerusalem,
we will raise a song forever.
For you, Jerusalem,
City of the Tower of David.

In our hearts ...

My heart is in the East

and I am at the edge of the West—
How can I savour my food,
how can I enjoy it?

How can I fulfill my vows
and pledges while

Zion lies fettered to Edom
and I in the bonds of Arabia?
It would be easy

for me to leave behind

all the good things of Spain
As it would be glorious

to see the dust of the ruined
Inner Sanctum.
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mrha b (“my heart is in the East”)
Halevi lived in both Christian and Muslim
Spain. This poem was written after the First
Crusade; “Edom” is a Rabbinic term for
Christendom. Toward the end of his life he
pursued his dream of settling in the Land of

Israel. In September 1140, after an arduous
voyage, Halevi arrived in Alexandria to great
acclaim. In May 1141 he set sail for Acco, but
it is not known whether or not he arrived
safely.
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“My Heart Is in
the East” by
Yehudah Halevi

From Psalm 116:13
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The mountain air is clear as wine
and the fragrance of pines is
carried in the evening breeze
with the sound of bells.

And in the slumber of tree and
stone, captive in a dream,

is the city that sits deserted, and
the wall is in its heart.

Jerusalem of gold, of bronze and light,
am I not a harp for all your songs?

As soon as I came today to sing

for you and to place a crown

upon you, I found I was smaller
than the youngest of your children,
and the last of the poets. For your
name burns the lips like the kiss

of a seraph.

If I forget you, Jerusalem,

all of gold . ..

Jerusalem of gold . . .

We have returned to the water
cisterns, to the market and to
the square. A shofar calls on the
Temple Mount, in the Old City.
And in the caverns of stone,
thousands of suns are shining.
And we again go down to the
Dead Sea by way of Jericho.

Jerusalem of gold . . .
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“Jerusalem of
Gold” by
Naomi Shemer

From
Lamentations 1:1

Zion ... When I
dream of your
exiles” return I
am a harp for
your songs.
(Yehudah HaLevi)

From Psalm 137:5
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Tish’ah B’Av aNRa "ywn

This day commemorates the fall of the First Temple, built by King Solomon.
The Babylonians breached the walls of Jerusalem on the seventeenth of
Tammuz; three weeks later, on the ninth of Av, 586 B.C.E., the Temple was
destroyed and Nebuchadnezzar forced the Judeans into Babylonian exile.
On the ninth and tenth days of the month of Av in the year 70 C.E.,
the Roman legions smashed ... into the Second Temple and set it
afire. One million of the world’s four to five million Jews died in that
war for independence. The survivors were driven into exile, sold into
slavery. To many, it appeared that Judaism itself was shattered beyond
repair.... God’s own sanctuary, symbol of the relationship between
God and Israel, was destroyed. Had God rejected the covenant? Tish'ah
B'’Av commemorates the destruction of the First and Second Temples as
well as the loss of Jewish sovereignty. Mourning customs and fasting
mark this day of collective loss, and the haunting chant of the Book of
Lamentations retells the story. (Rabbi Irving Greenberg, adapted)

By the rivers of Babylon, there 112w DY 53; .ﬂﬁi:[;“?l_f Psalm 137:1-6
we sat down and wept, as we JIY"NK 1172013 11702703
remembered Zion. Upon the 1750 .FD"L'HIBT oMby

willows in its midst we hung

MPRY OW 3 A1ninian
our lyres. For there our captors P T '

The theophany of

demanded of us a song, our WH2IM) MW i :;ﬂeh' . thisfis
> LT o T e history o
tormentors asked for joy: “Sing JY Wwn "IJ‘? MW AORY  Isrel, as it is
for us from Zion’s song!” How MWK WY R ;”e hfStZ’lf of the
. L - T - uman being;
could we sing a song of God M1 MR DY and it may wel
in a foreign land? YT T T T be the history of

. . . the world, or that
If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let mawn ,'D?L?'(TU'JT:’ ,AIDWNRTANR  chapter of it
my right hand wither; let my ";DFII? ’J':IW"?‘P'_?.":I A Zv:ef;hgl:/z :ze
tongue cleave to my palate if I oYK KomOK T9M9IK Ko-OK  read and to write
do not remember, if I do not set YT T '

. .. T so far. (Martin
. . ANy WRY Sy 0wWITnR  suen
Jerusalem above my highest joy. L wor e T

11732703 u;w‘g my' (“we sat down and weeping was for the destruction of the
wept”) During Napoleon’s campaign against Temple, he asked, “When did this happen?”
Russia, as he passed through a small Jewish “Two thousand years ago,” he was told. Upon
shtetl, he expressed a desire to see the inside  hearing this, the emperor declared, “A people
of a synagogue. By chance, it was the fast who knows how to remember its land for two
of the Ninth of Av. The Jews were sitting on thousand years will certainly find the way to

the floor in the dark, weeping as they prayed. return.” (Folk story told by Russian Jews)
When it was explained to Napoleon that the

392
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It is told: On Tish’ah B’Av these events occurred; remember
and do not forget,

For “Memory is the source of redemption.”

On Tish'ah B’Av, it was decreed upon the rebellious generation of the
wilderness that they would not live to enter the Land of Israel.

“Return us to You, O God, and we shall return.”

On Tish'ah B'Av, Jerusalem’s First Temple, the Temple of Solomon,
was put to the torch.

“Alas! How solitary does the city sit, once so full of people.”

On Tish'ah B'Av, the Second Temple was destroyed and the Temple
Mount plowed up. Our People was carried off in chains to an exile
that would last two millennia.

“One would have thought that the Temple Mount itself was seething hot
from its base, it was so full of fire on every side; and yet there was even
more blood than fire.”

On Tishah B’Av, the shining Jewry of a golden Spain was expelled
into the darkness of yet further exile.

“My heart is in the East and I am at the edge of the West.”

On the ninth of Av the fire was kindled;

On the tenth of Av the fire destroyed.

On the ninth of Av the First World War began;
But the Great Burning was still to come.

We “have taken an oath: to remember it all, to remember, not once
to forget.... Lest from this we learn nothing.”

“I am a Jerusalemite. . . . The dust is my conscious, the stones my
subconscious, and all my memories are closed courtyards at summer’s
high noon.”

“Return us unto You, Adonai, J12WN ?]"‘71‘{ ST W

and we shall return. DTpD 1 W
Renew our days as at the beginning.” o T
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The Baal Shem Tov

Mishnah Ta'anit 4:6

Lamentations 5:21

Lamentations 1:1

Josephus

Yehudah Halevi

Avraham Shlonsky

Yehuda Amichai

Lamentations 5:21
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Comforter of Zion My onan

Adonai our God, You are the "725 nx ,’lJ’[f‘?{S 1,03 s a mother
. . . comforts her
Comforter of Zion’s mourners, ,Dz‘?‘gm? 1'?; R NK1 piy SO s

the mourners of Jerusalem. How M0 ln‘?;ISU VYT NRY  Adonai, so il

long has the city been mourned, e I comfort you.
ST NI And you wil

find comfort in
How long were her children exiled, 1m0 L1 "'73.73 n‘;:gg Jerusalem.

. " T (Isaiah 66:13)
her homes rumed, herglory ’n-ﬂ::n n:ﬂ:tn laqlln-]_“ynn

mocked, her people without AW PRE i
a place to rest? - T -

There she sat with head bowed like B0 FHTU'N"W] .'n'J.W"I" R'M
a woman bereft. Legions overran ”'II?Z wa TRy THTUND Isaiah 54¢1
her, strangers dispossessed her. T, niAnb U“.’r?;n

075700 12l

despised and crushed, desolate?

They put Your People Israel to ,2"1]:[‘7 '73’{"1'([]" ARY N '-1‘7"'9:]

the sword; the arrogant slaughtered ;ﬁn‘;y 1700 T 1N

Your faithful ones. o T

Therefore did Zion weep bitterly, ,i132N N2 '[‘I”:_{ 2 [73_1

therefore Jerusalem cried aloud. .Fl’?ﬁp 1R -DZI?W“,?

My heart, my heart goes out to phba) ,DU"'_?'?U Sy 125 125 jeremiah 4:19
the slain! My bowels are knotted oTy5n by wn

for the slain!

Tivx onan (“Comforter of Zion”) This prayer Ten portions of wisdom are in the world—

is traditionally inserted into the fourteenth nine in Jerusalem, and one in the rest of the

benediction of the Amidah on Tish’ah B'Av. world.

n'_:'?xYn'.ﬁ'_: (“Jerusalem”) Ten portions of Ten portions of hypocrisy are in the world—

suffering are in the world—nine in Jerusalem, ~ nine in Jerusalem, and one in the rest of the

and one in the rest of the world. world.

Ten portions of physical strength are in the Ten portions of Torah are in the world—nine

world—nine in Jerusalem, and one in the rest  in Jerusalem, and one in the rest of the

of the world. world. (Babylonian Talmud, Kiddushin 49b)
394
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Adonai, You consumed her with fire,
and with fire will You have her
rebuilt. As it is said: “As for Me,”

says the Eternal, “I will be a fiery
wall about her, and a glory

in her midst”

Praised are You, Adonai, Comforter of
Zion and Rebuilder of Jerusalem.

DY WK 70K D
AN TNY RR WX
JAP7ITIN IR VNIRD  zechariah 2:9
;2720 WX NRin oK)
1IN MK 71207
1Y TN 17 AIRK QN2 derusalem

: . Talmud, B'rach
Df’,r?‘é”'\? -‘I_:_l'l:ﬂ 4;?13mu rachot

Continue with the weekday service: on page 1 for Maariv,
page 31 for Shacharit, or page 79 for Minchah.

Answer Us

Answer us, Adonai, answer us

as we remember our affliction,

the suffering that so often
overtook us. Consider not our
wrongdoings; do not hide Yourself
from us; be mindful of our plea,
and heed our supplication.

Draw near when we cry out.
Let Your loyalty be our comfort;
answer even before we call.

121y

1727 D172 122Y ;1 22V From Babylonian

niay mmys o A
1PR DX ATV MY X3
anoR SX1 YW PR
DZYNR 2K AR 39
Annnn

ANVIYH 2R X1 T

Apm7 700 K3
ANV POR Kpa O

anyn w’r_s:g (“You consumed her with fire”)
Pray to your God, prophet Jeremiah, for the one
who is storm-tossed, flogged, afflicted—till
God hearkens and says: “Enough!”—till God
saves my children from captivity and the
sword. (Elazar Kallir)

DY%WrT? 112921 (“Rebuilder of Jerusalem”)
Reform Jewish prayerbooks do not include
prayers for a rebuilding of the physical Temple
or for a return to the ancient sacrificial

o yinb
Dmvp
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system. Rather, we pray for a rebuilding of
Jerusalem to her former grandeur and to the
complete peace she has yet to know. As our
Sages imagine: Jerusalem is destined to
expand until it reaches the Throne of Glory
(Numbers Rabbah 111:2).

113y (“answer us”) This prayer is inserted into
the seventh benediction of the Amidah on fast
days.
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For this is the promise spoken

by Your prophet:

“I shall answer before they have

called, I shall hear their word
before it is spoken.”

Adonai, You answer us in time
of trouble; You rescue and redeem

in time of distress.
Praised are You, Adonai,
who answers the afflicted.

Eli Tzion

Let Zion and her cities wail
like a woman in childbirth;

like a young woman wrapped

in sackcloth, mourning the
husband of her youth.

For the Palace forsaken

MR 227D
XKD DR T
0™M27N 0T TV, MIYR
WWRWK K]

Nya MY R oo
222 Dy i Y
TTRINY TIY Ny

TNV K 2
T YR

Ty o8

W TY 9K
Y YK 03
P nun MmN
M bya by

Wl WK TR Y

Isaiah 65:24

Pray for the
well-being of
Jerusalem; may
those who love
you be at

peace. May there
be tranquility
within your

ramparts, peace
in your citadels.
For the sake of
my kin and
companions, let
me speak now for
your well-being;
for the sake of the
House of the
Eternal our God,
I seek your good.
(Psalm 122:6-9)

through the guilt of her flocks;
and for the invasion of blasphemers
within her innermost Sanctuary.

7Y XY NRWK2
7K "910n Nx Sy
A0 WIpR N

TI¥ Nya iy (“who answers the
afflicted”) The Western Wall: The old mother
crying for all of us, stubborn, loving, waiting
for redemption. The ground on which I stand
is “Amen.” ... Once you have lived a moment
at The Wall, you never go away.

Jerusalem, the mother of Israel, we enter
your walls as children who have always
honoured you, who have never been estranged

when we thought of your being in ruins.

You are not a shrine, a place of pilgrimage

to which we come, and then depart.
“Wherever I go, I go to Jerusalem,” said Rabbi
Nachman.... Let Jerusalem speak again to
our people, to all people. (Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel)

Ty ‘!‘?;_5 This Tish'ah B'Av elegy was written
in the Middle Ages. The authorship is

from you. Your weight has been weighed in unknown.
tears shed by our people for nearly two
thousand years. Laughter was suppressed
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For the exile of God’s servants
who sang her beautiful hymns;
and for the blood that was shed
like the waters of her rivers.

For the music of her dances
now silenced within her cities;
and for the desolated council
and the dissolution of her
Sanhedrin.

For the exile of God’s Presence
when the Inner Sanctum was
destroyed; and for the oppression
of the persecutors who forced her
to put on sackcloth.

K MW My 72y
TR Y )
98W WX DT oY)
JITIRT MM D

i 1 oy
MY DT WK
DRY WK Y1 oY)
TR P03

23 WK TI23 "y

2T 1270 w2
Yn? WK Yo Sy
a0 DR DY)

58 mawn m':; "'__7;{ (“for the exile of God’s
servants”) At that moment [when the Temple
was destroyed], the Holy One, praised be God,
wept and cried out: “Woe is Me for My house!
My children, where are you? My priests, where
are you? My lovers, where are you?” The Holy
One, praised be God, then said to Jeremiah:
“Today I am like a man who had an only son,
for whom he prepared a wedding, but the boy
died under the chuppah.” (Lamentations
Rabbah, introduction to section 24)

i 1 1y (“for the music of her
dances”) There shall yet be heard in the
cities of Judah and in the courtyards of
Jerusalem the sounds of gladness and joy,

S9 SPECIAL DAYS 351-428 TO PRINT.indd 397

the voice of bridegroom and bride ... the
jubilant voices of young people feasting
and singing. (Jewish wedding blessing)

127 (“the Inner Sanctum”) Just as the
navel is set in the centre of the human body,
so is the land of Israel the navel of the world,
situated in the centre of the world.

Jerusalem is in the centre of the land
of Israel, the Temple is in the centre of
Jerusalem, the Holy of Holies is in the centre
of the Temple, and the Ark is in the centre of
the Holy of Holies; the Foundation Stone is
in front of the Ark, and it is from it that the
world was formed. (Midrash Tanchuma,
Kedoshim 10)
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Excerpts from the Book of 198 nbun
Lamentations

We are a people in mourning, but not in despair; overcome with grief,
but devoid of self-pity; lamenting disaster, recollecting sins, self-
impeaching. Mourning is repentance. We are a people in a moment that
calls for mending. Such deep sorrow is cleansing. It is a nondeliberate
way of expanding compassion, of understanding the nonfinality
of current history. Lamentation leaves behind an echo in all our
laughing. Yet that deep sorrow is also experienced as a prelude to
redemption. (Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel)

According to our tradition, the Prophet Jeremiah wrote the Book of
Lamentations after he witnessed the destruction of Jerusalem in 586
B.C.E. Known in Hebrew by its first word, “Eicha”—meaning “How?"—
this book is not the questioning of an inquisitive student of philosophy;
it is the rhetorical questioning of a grief-stricken eyewitness to
devastation. These lamentations not only describe the loss, but also
dare to offer explanation for the tragedy as well as hope for life

beyond it.
Chapter 1:1-7, 18 n” ,T-N:N pPAb
1) 'How solitary sits the city that ‘W’IIJU 'I'!; Taw? IR ' (1
was once so full of people! She has TINSKD AT Y Nan

become like a widow. She who was n‘ljv'm; ‘,nﬁlb. Dﬁi; N

great among nations, a princess . "
. 132N 133 2 :on? T
among the provinces, she has . T =7

become a vassal. ? Bitterly does TIZI'[‘? ‘73.7 nynm nr?.,l?;
she weep at night, her tears stay U’!UN"??D onn TI"?"[’N
on her cheeks: no one among her a5 17 T 1M myvaba

lovers comes to comfort her; all ¥ ST SR ‘D’Z"N'T?
her friends have dealt treacherously -~ =~ _< ~* **7. "‘ °
. MW RWT 772y 2m
with her, they have become her FE < T E T
enemies. > Judah has gone into -‘7? min RN xl? oM
exile, driven out by affliction and DMYRT A MW U’B'ﬁ
slavery. She dwells among the
nations; she finds no rest;

all her pursuers caught her
in the narrow places.
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+ The roads of Zion mourn, for
none come to assemble; all her
gates are desolate; her priests sigh,
her maidens are grieved; she is

in bitterness. > Her enemies have
become her masters now; her
adversaries prosper, because the
Eternal has afflicted her for her
many sins. Her children have gone
into captivity before the adversary.
¢ Gone from the daughter of Zion
is all her splendour. Her princes
have become like deer that find no
pasture and run without strength
from a pursuer. 7 Great treasures
Jerusalem now recalls; the old days
are remembered now in the days
of her affliction and anguish; her
people have fallen by the hand of
the adversary, and no one helps her.
The adversaries have seen her, they
mock her destruction.

18 Tust is the Eternal! For I have
rebelled against God’s word.
Listen, O listen, all you nations,
and behold my agony: my maidens
and my young men have gone into
captivity!

Chapter 2:3-6

2)? Cut off in fierce anger is the
strong horn of Israel. Withdrawn is
God’s right hand from before the
enemy. God has burned in Jacob
like a flaming fire which consumes
everything.
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+ Like an enemy, God has drawn the 2¥1 2RI INWR T
bow, the right hand set like a foe. God 59 (M v i1me
has slain all who were pleasant to the -na ~|7|_“;<: YT

eye. In the tent of the daughter of Zion , , o
God has poured out fury like fire. AN WK 2% 1Y

5 Adonai has become like an enemy, \3'_’.1?{3 WX HZU ’
swallowing Israel whole; God has v5a brAipr yoa
swallowed up all her palaces, destroyed nAw TR Jh"1 x-53

LI IR/

God’s strong}'lolds', increased wailing MR 27 TN
and lamentations in the daughter of T T s T

Judah. ¢ Fences have been stripped LAV RA Y TIZJIS.D
from God’s tabernacle, God’s garden; 1TTYN NOW 15w 123
destroyed is God’s place of assembly. The TVin '-[1533 I oW
Eternal has made Festival and Sabbath ; D X-Oyra -YI’S;“_ ' nawh
to be forgotten in Zion. In raging anger ) T "7 '
God has spurned king and priest. T 71

Chapter 4:1, 2, 11-13 A1-NKY,2 ,N:7T pAb

4)' How dull is the gold; how tarnished ~ NXJuM JUI oy ‘ﬂ;"r_{‘ (4
is the purest gold. The stones of the 11980WN 2V oNoS
Sanctuary are cast out at the top of _:7? WK W‘IP""J: X

every street. 2 Behold the precious e s o .
b N 2 e B
children of Zion, comparable to fine DRI TITY 23 = :myan

gold, how are they thought of now as MR 183 'D’NI?DEU

<T

earthen jars, works of a potter’s hands! \'Uj.lf[‘ﬂ‘.?;;‘? 1w
AY T nwyn

' The Eternal has unleashed Divine 1]'\7;!?[']'11‘{ ‘Tl'lﬂ'f TI(I?E 1
fury in Zion, poured out fierce anger, WXTNYM 8K 110 9w
kindled a fire, which has destroyed :ﬂ’h"‘fD’ 59 N'.F\'1. .[.-1._;33
its foundations. 1> Kings of the earth S T, s
and inhabitants of the world could not Y-’N ’;I?’g R Nl? ¢
believe that an adversary and enemy nx N:Z o) 53“ "3‘”’ ‘73
would enter the gates of Jerusalem. :'D'fl'?tTU'fl‘T? Mywa 299K
B It must be due to the sins of her nny H’R"ZJ 'm{'wnn 5
rophets, the iniquities of her priests, e L
Endpthose who hgve shed the bliood of AP DR A0S
the just within her walls. QRTIY O
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Chapter 5:1-5, 15-22, 21

5) ! Remember, Adonai, what has
befallen us. Behold and see our
disgrace. 2 Our inheritance has been
turned over to strangers, our homes
to foreigners. * We have become
orphans, fatherless; our mothers
are like widows. * We must buy our
water to drink; our wood comes at
a price. * Our persecutors are at our
necks; we are growing weary, but for
us there is no rest.

1> The joy of our hearts has

ended, our dance has turned into
mourning. '° The crown has fallen
from our head; woe unto us, for we
have sinned. 7 For this our heart

is faint; for these things our eyes
grow dim. '® Because Mount Zion is
desolate; jackals prowl upon it.

1 You, Adonai, will remain forever;
Your throne is set from generation
to generation. 2 Why do You forget
us forever; why forsake us for so
long? 2 Turn us toward You, Adonai,
and we shall return; renew our days
as at the beginning. 22 Can You have
rejected us so utterly? Can You be so
angry with us?

2 Turn us toward You, Adonai, and
we shall return; renew our days as
at the beginning.
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Take comfort, take comfort, My
People, says your God. Speak to
the heart of Jerusalem, and declare
to her that her term of service is
over, that her iniquity is expiated;
for she has taken from the hand of
the Eternal double for all her sins.

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the herald, the one
who proclaims peace, who brings
tidings of good and proclaims
deliverance, who says to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”

O ruins of Jerusalem, hear your
sentries raise their voices and shout
together in triumph, for clearly they
see the return of the Eternal God to
Zion. For Adonai has comforted our
People and redeemed Jerusalem!

Aleinu and Kaddish may be found on pages 26 to 29.

1 1A (“take comfort, take comfort”)

Jerusalem is full of used Jews, worn out
by history,

Jews second-hand, slightly damaged, at
bargain prices.

And “the eye yearns toward Zion” all the time.
And all the eyes

of the living and the dead are cracked
like eggs

on the rim of the bowl, to make the city
puff up rich and fat.

Jerusalem is full of tired Jews,

always goaded on again for holidays, for
memorial days,

like circus bears dancing on aching legs.

AKY Y M0 AN Isaiah 40:1-2
275y 127 :0oIOK
D IR IKPY DY
Y Y DAY TIRDD
D293 I 1M NR7 02
Tagialela g

L1 DOy MR
T DY ymwn Ten
MR YWY yImwn i
0K 25 1Y

Isaiah 52:7-9

Come and see
how beloved are
the People Israel
in the sight of
God: every place
to which they
were exiled, the
Shechinah went
with them.
(Babylonian Talmud,
Megillah 29a)

I 7P NP BY D1
NWR IR WA Y D AN
T2 1) ANYD Py mm
july b B nbrdl7£ ) nian
DY DRy mim

What does Jerusalem need? It doesn’t need
a mayor;
it needs a ring-master, whip in hand,
who can tame prophecies, train prophets
to gallop
around and around in a circle, teach
its stones to line up
in a bold, risky formation for the grand finale.

Later they’ll jump back down again
to the sound of applause and wars.

And “the eye yearns toward Zion,” and weeps.
(Yehuda Amichai)
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A Song of Ascents.

When God returned us to Zion from
exile, we thought we were dreaming.

Then our mouths filled with laughter
and cheers were on our tongues.

The other nations saw and said:
“Adonai has done great things
for them”

Adonai has done great things for us,
and we were very glad.

Return us again to freedom, Adonai,
like streams, long dry, to the Negev
returning.

Those who sow in tears

will reap in joy.

The farmer may weep when he buries
the precious seed,

but singing, he comes back with his
arms filled with grain.

“Peace, peace!” is spoken,
and yet there is no peace.
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ombnD 1T (“we thought we were
dreaming”) And I want to say something to

Jg\ . you on this day, the Ninth of Av: Those who
'a ? will succeed in escaping this catastrophe will
o a live to experience a festive moment of great

Jewish joy: the rebirth and establishment of
the Jewish State. I do not know whether I
myself will live to see it, but my son will. I am
certain of this; just as I am certain that the
sun will rise tomorrow morning. (Vladimir
Jabotinsky, Warsaw, August 10, 1938.
Jabotinsky died in 1940. In 1948, his son, Ezri,
served in Israel’s first Knesset.)
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yRTa (“in tears”) Thus says the Eternal:
A cry was heard in Ramah,

wailing and bitter weeping,

Rachel weeping for her children.

She refuses to be comforted for her children
who are leaving.

Restrain thy voice from weeping,

thine eyes from shedding tears;

for there is a reward for thy labour....
There is hope for thy future,

thy children shall return to their country.

(Jeremiah 31:15-16)
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Psalm 126

In the city of
Jerusalem
stands a gate
of gold.

And an angel
of Heaven

is stationed
there.

At his post for
two thousand
vears,
standing there
day and night
until the day
when Jerusalem
is redeemed.
(Yaakov David
Kamzon)

Jeremiah 6:14
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During the Month of Elul

5998 wTIna

It is taught that Moses ascended Mount Sinai on the first day of Elul
and descended on Yom Kippur (Pirkei D'Rabbi Eliezer 46). Each year at
this time we emulate Moses’ forty days of solitude on the mountain
by turning inward and taking a Cheshbon HaNefesh, an accounting of

the soul.

Among the many Elul customs are the daily recitation of Psalm 27
and the sounding of the shofar, as well as giving tzedakah, choosing
our words with extra care, and seeking forgiveness from others.

By David. The Eternal God is my light and

my rescue—whom shall I fear?

The Eternal is the stronghold of my life—

of whom shall I be afraid?

When evildoers close in to consume me,
it is they, my enemies and foes,
who stumble and fall.

Should an army besiege me, my heart
would not fear.

Should war break out against me,
still I would be confident.

One thing I ask of the Eternal One,

only this do I seek:

to live in the House of the Eternal all the
days of my life,

to gaze on the beauty of the Eternal and
worship in the Temple.
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mnHRY N (“one thing I ask”)
Before the gate has closed,
before the last question is posed,
before I am transposed.

Before the weeds fill the gardens,
before there are no pardons,
before the concrete hardens.

Before all the flute-holes are covered,
before things are locked in the cupboard,
before the rules are discovered.

Before the conclusion is planned,

before God closes His hand,

before we have nowhere to stand.

(Yehuda Amichai)
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For God will shelter me on the day of
trouble.

God will hide me under the cover of God’s

tent, will set me high upon a rock.

Now my head is high above my enemies
who surround me.

I will offer sacrifice in God's tent with
shouts of joy.
I will sing and chant praises to the Eternal.

Adonai, hear my voice when I call.
Be gracious to me and answer me.

On Your behalf my heart recalls, “Seek My

face” Your face, Adonai, shall I seek.

Do not hide Your face from me. Do not

turn Your servant away in anger.

You have been my help. Do not reject or
forsake me, God, my Rescuer.

Were my father and my mother to forsake
me, the Eternal would take me in.
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1111 XA (“set me high upon a rock”)
Every single instant begins another new year;
Sunlight flashing on water or plunging into
a clearing
In quiet woods announces; the hovering gull
proclaims
Even in wide midsummer a point of turning:
and fading
Late winter daylight close behind the huddled
backs
0f houses close to the edge of town flares
up and shatters
As well as any screeching ram’s horn can,
wheel
Unbroken, uncomprehended continuity,
Making a starting point of a moment along the
way,
Spinning the year about one day’s pivot
of change.
But if there is to be a high moment of turning
When a great, autumnal page, say, takes up
its curved
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Flight in memory’s spaces, and with a final
sigh,
As of every door in the world shutting at
once, subsides

Into the bed of its fellows; if there is to be
A time of tallying, recounting and rereading

Illuminated annals, crowded with black and
white
And here and there a capital flaring with
silver and bright

Blue, then let it come at a time like this, not
at winter’s
Night, when a few dead leaves crusted with
frost lie shivering

On our doorsteps to be counted, or when our
moments of coldness
Rise up to chill us again. But let us say at a
golden

Moment just on the edge of harvesting,
“Yes. Now.”

(John Hollander)
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Teach me Your way, Adonai, and lead me on
a level path, because of my oppressors.

Do not abandon me to the will of my foes,
for false witnesses have risen against me,

breathing violence.

Were it not for my faith that I shall see the
Eternal’s goodness in the land of the living ...

Hope in the Eternal God!
Be strong and of good courage!
Hope in the Eternal God!

Praised are You, Adonai, our God,

Sovereign of the Universe, who has
sanctified us with mitzvot, and has
commanded us to hear the voice

of the shofar.
Tekiah!

Shevarim-Teruah!
Tekiah!
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n5iw Sip (“the voice of the shofar”) In
the voice of the shofar we hear the themes of

Creation, Revelation, and Redemption.

Rosh HaShanah marks the beginning of
the creation of the universe; we praise the
Creator of all, as it is written: “With trumpets
and the sound of the shofar acclaim the

Sovereign God” (Psalm 98:6).

The shofar announces the covenant struck
at Sinai, as it is written: “The blast of the

shofar grew louder and louder” (Exodus
19:19).
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The shofar recalls the binding of Isaac,
who offered himself to Heaven, as it is
written: “And Abraham took the ram and
offered it as a sacrifice in place of his son”
(Genesis 22:13b). So should we ready
ourselves to do God's will.

And the shofar will announce our future
redemption. May we long passionately for it,
as it is written: “It shall come to pass on that
day, that a great shofar shall be sounded; and
all the lost shall return” (Isaiah 27:13).

406

Sleepers, awake
from your sleep!

Slumberers, rouse

yourselves from
your slumber!

Search your deeds

and return in
repentance to
your Creator.

(Rambam)
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Tashlich
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Tashlich is the Rosh HaShanah afternoon custom of symbolically casting
one’s sins into water. Apparently, the custom originated in Europe during
the Middle Ages, and is based on a phrase in the biblical book of Micah
(7:19): “You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” Penitential
prayers are accompanied by the act of emptying one’s pockets or casting
bread crumbs into flowing waters—symbolic of casting off regret and sin,

and beginning anew.

To everything there is a season,
and there is an appointed time for
every purpose under heaven.

Now is the time for turning.

Y2n™937 Ny par 957
DY NOn

The leaves are beginning to turn from green to red and orange.

The birds are beginning to turn and are heading once more toward the

south.

The animals are beginning to turn to storing their food for the winter.

For leaves, birds and animals turning comes instinctively. But for us

turning does not come so easily.

It takes an act of will for us to make a turn.

It means breaking with old habits. It means admitting that we have

been wrong; and this is never easy.

It means losing face; it means starting all over again; and this is always

painful.

It means saying: “I am sorry.” It means admitting that we have the

ability to change; and this is always embarrassing.

']‘1'7\”33 (“Tashlich,” “you shall cast”) Free will
is given to every human being. If we wish to
incline ourselves toward goodness and
righteousness, we are free to do so; and if we
wish to incline ourselves toward evil, we are
also free to do that. From Scripture (Genesis
3:22) we learn that the human species, with its
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knowledge of good and evil, is unique among
all earth’s creatures. Of our own accord, by our
own faculty of intelligence and understanding,
we can distinguish between good and evil,
doing as we choose. Nothing holds us back
from making this choice between good and
evil—the power is in our hands. (Rambam)

407

Ecclesiastes 3:1

One generation
goes, another
comes. ...

All streams flow
into the sea, yet
the sea is never

full.
(Ecclesiastes 1:4,7)
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These things are terribly hard to do. But unless we turn, we will be
trapped forever in yesterday’s ways.

Adonai, help us to turn—
From callousness to sensitivity, from hostility to love,
From pettiness to purpose, from envy to contentment,
From carelessness to discipline, from fear to faith.

Turn us around, Adonai, and bring us back toward You. Revive our
lives, as at the beginning.

And turn us toward each other, O God, for in isolation there is no life.

Silent Personal Confession NN

In deep humility, I make supplication unto You, my God. Conscious of
my frailties and my shortcomings, I seek You with the hope that I shall
find You.

As I ponder fully the year now behind me, I recognize how I have
failed to make it count in Your service and the service of all other
people. I have often been selfish when I should have been self-
sacrificing, harsh when I should have been gentle, hard when I should
have been kind, thoughtless when I should have been considerate.

All too often I turned a deaf ear to the prompting of my better self
and permitted my evil inclination to swerve me from the path of right.
I know how often I have compromised my convictions and settled
for less than the right. I confess this before You in this hour of self-
searching and self-examination. I know how frail I am.

Deep as I may have fallen, I have Your assurance that I can rise to
the heights if I so will. You have placed before me good and evil and
have given me the power to choose between them. As mine is this
power, so is mine also the responsibility.

Adonai, my God, open my eyes that I may see clearly where I have
gone astray. And give me the strength in the coming days to recognize
every year, every hour, that I am shaping my destiny and the destiny of
Your world.

408
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Who is a God like You, who pardons
iniquity and forgives the transgression
of the remnant of God’s possession?
God does not stay angry forever but
delights in lovingkindness. God will
turn to us in compassion, suppress
our iniquities, and cast into the
depths of the sea all sins. Grant
truth to Jacob, loyalty to Abraham,
as You promised our ancestors in
days long ago.
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“Cast your sins” into the water.

A Song of Ascents.

From the depths I have called to
You, Adonai.

Adonai, hear my voice;

let Your ears be attentive to the
sound of my pleas.

If You, Adonai, should keep account
of sins, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness,
that You may be revered.

I wait for the Eternal God, my soul awaits;
and in God’s word I place my hope.

My soul waits for the Eternal God more
than watchmen wait for the morning,
watching for morning.

Israel, place your hope in Adonai,
for with God there is steadfast love and
power to redeem.

o yinb
Dmvp

It is God who will redeem the People Israel
from all its transgressions.

Turn us toward You, Adonai, and
we shall return; renew our days as
at the beginning.
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Remember us
unto life, 0
Sovereign who
delights in life,
and inscribe us
in the Book of
Life, for Your
sake, 0 God

of Life. (High
Holyday Machzor)
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During Sukkot

mao

Sukkot is known by many names, including “HeChag,” “The Festival.”
The culmination of the fall harvest has always been cause for great joy
and thanksgiving. The mitzvot associated with the week-long festival
are dwelling in sukkot, waving the lulav and etrog, hosting guests,
and sharing our bounty with the hungry and homeless. These come to
teach that the ultimate Source of the joys we reap is God who created
every living thing; the permanent Shelter we take from the storms of

life is God who is everywhere.

For Waving the Lulav

Here I am now ready and prepared
to fulfill the command of my
Creator, who has commanded us
in the Torah: “On the first day you
shall take for yourselves the fruit
of the hadar tree, branches of palm
trees, boughs of leafy trees, and
willows of the brook.”

Praised are You, Adonai, our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, who has
sanctified us with mitzvot, and has
commanded us concerning taking
up the lulav.
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TR 1213 1177 (“I am now ready and
prepared”) This meditation to focus our
intention before “lifting up” the lulav first
appears in Rabbi Nathan Hannover's
prayerbook, Sha‘arei Tziyon, published in
Prague in 1662.

:l'?ﬂ'? .'n'_?’t_:.:l How to “raise” the lulav and

etrog:

1. The lulav consists of one palm branch
(lulav), two willow branches (aravah), and
three myrtle branches (hadas). It is held in
the right hand, so that the spine is turned
toward you. The willow branches are to the
left of the spine, the myrtle to the right.

2. The etrog has a stem (oketz) on one end
and a dried flower (pitam) on the other.

It is held in the left hand with the pitam
pointed down while the blessing Al Netilat
Lulav is recited (and also Shehecheyanu
when this is done for the first time on
Sukkot).

3. After reciting the blessing, turn the etrog
so that the pitam points up for the waving,
the actual mitzvah.

Hold both hands tightly together and shake

three times in six directions—east, south,

west, north, upward, downward.

When to shake the lulav and etrog:
1. Immediately after reciting the blessing.

2. During the Hallel at the words hodu and ana.

3. Never while God’s name is pronounced.

410
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On the first evening of Sukkot, turn to page 440 for the Festival Kiddush.
For all other celebrations in the sukkah, recite:

In the Sukkah

Praised are You, Adonai, our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, who has
sanctified us with mitzvot, and has
commanded us to sit in the sukkah.

13102
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When one waves the lulav or sits in the sukkah for the first time each year, add:

Shehecheyanu

Praised are You, Adonai, our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, for
giving us life, for sustaining us,
and for enabling us to reach

this season.

bkkkintnii’
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When celebrating with wine or grape juice:

Praised are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, Creator
of the fruit of the vine.

Ushpizin—Welcoming Guests
into the Sukkah

May it be Your will, Adonai my
God and God of my ancestors,
that You make Your presence felt
among us. Spread over us the
shelter of Your peace, encircle us
with Your majestic glory,

holy and pure.
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171“".3\?}5 (“Ushpizin”—Aramaic for “guests”)
According to the Zohar, the great men and
women of the Bible are our invisible companions
in the sukkah. We are also urged to invite living
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guests, including the poor, to share our meals.
These two customs transform the fragile sukkah
into a timeless, stable fortress that provides
shelter from all harm.

411

I [God] have an
easy commandment
that is called
“sukkah”; go and
carry it out.
(Babylonian Talmud,
Avodah Zarah 3a)
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As for those who are hungry and
thirsty, provide them with sufficient
bread and water. Grant us long life
in the land, sacred land, that we
may serve You in reverence.
Praised be Adonai forever.

Amen and Amen.

To this meal we invite sublime
guests; may their memory be for
blessing.

Abraham, exalted guest, you are
welcome here, along with Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron,
and David.

Sarah, exalted guest, you are
welcome here, along with Rebekah,
Leah, Rachel, Miriam, Hannah,
and Deborah.
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3NNTMY ANTiaYR (“serve You in
reverence”) A Chasidic rabbi once taught:
“During the High Holy Days in the month of
Tishrei we Jews serve God with our whole
being: on Rosh HaShanah, the Day of
Remembrance, with our minds, since memory
encircles the mind; on Yom Kippur, with our
hearts, since fasting strains the heart; on
Sukkot, with our hands, as we grasp the etrog
and the lulav; and on Simchat Torah with our
feet, when we parade in circuits and dance
with the Torah.”

TRDY TMIBWR (“sublime guests”)

We will yet return to the ancient melody
And the song will continue.

We'll raise another glass, with bright and
cheerful eyes.

Our tents are filled with goodness
because the dance uplifts us.

Our tents are filled with goodness

as we return to the ancient melody.

(Michael Kashtan)

412
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Simchat Torah

mimhialpalnyali’

Simchat Torah, “the Joy of Torah,” developed during the Middle Ages to
celebrate the renewal of the annual Torah reading cycle. As soon as the
book of Deuteronomy is completed, the book of Genesis is begun once
again. The Torah scrolls are paraded around the sanctuary seven times;

seven is the number of completion.

A Chasidic tale tells of a bored student’s complaint to his teacher:
“Why do we have to read the Torah over and over again? The words are
the same every year!” The teacher answered him: “The Torah does not

change, but you do.”

You have made it known

that the Eternal One is God,
there is no other but You alone,
who alone made great wonders,
whose steadfast love is eternal.

There is none like You among
the gods, and nothing compares
with Your deeds.

May the Eternal One’s glory
endure forever; let the Eternal
rejoice in divine works.

Let the name of the Eternal be
praised, from now and forevermore.

May the Eternal our God be with us,
just as with our ancestors; may God
never abandon or forsake us.
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Deuteronomy
4:35

Psalm 136:4

Psalm 86:8

Psalm 104:31

Psalm 113:2

I Kings 8:57
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Cry out: Deliver us, our God of
deliverance, gather us and save us
from among the nations, that we
may acknowledge Your holiness
and be praised through Your fame.

The Eternal reigns, the Eternal has
reigned, the Eternal will reign
forever and ever. Adonai will give
strength to God’s People. Adonai
will bless God’s People with peace.

May our words be pleasing before
the Ruler of all.
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All rise. The Ark is opened.

Whenever the Ark would set out on
its journey, Moses would proclaim:
“Arise, Adonai, and let Your enemies
be scattered; let those who hate You
flee before You.”

Arise, Eternal One, to Your resting

place, You and the Ark of Your might.

On that day it shall be said:
“Behold, this is our God for whose
deliverance we hoped. This is the
Eternal for whom we have hoped;
let us be glad and rejoice in

God’s deliverance.”

Your sovereignty reigns for all
eternities, and Your rule is for all
generations.

For out of Zion shall go forth Torah,
and the word of the Eternal
from Jerusalem.

414
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I Chronicles 16:35

Psalm 29:11

Numbers 10:35

Psalm 132:8

Isaiah 25:9

Psalm 145:13

Isaiah 2:3
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Av HaRachamim, ,OMMT AX
deal well with Zion; rebuild the JY N X q_:ﬁy-!; pRReRly
walls of Jerusalem, for in You alone "SI NYRAA FIAn
have we trusted, sovereign, o THJI'I:UB -5 13 :"3
sublime, and exalted God, s =TI OS
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Ruler of all worlds. 71
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The Torah scrolls are removed from the Ark and carried in procession,

circling the sanctuary seven times in song and dance.

Eternal One, we pray, deliver us; KA TIVWAT M RAN
Eternal One, we pray, let us prosper; KA mDYT 7 RIN
Eternal One, we pray, T N;Tl ;C

answer us when we call. )
WJNWE 0" 1y

R YA NImT oK
Searcher of hearts, let us prosper; N MO N 1T
Mighty Redeemer, we pray, T 7TTI'I 5xia

AR O Y

God of all spirits, deliver us;

answer us when we call.

First Hakafah.

Speaker of righteousness, deliver us; KA TIYWAT ,NIPTY 2T
Beautifully enrobed, let us prosper; XA TSN Awiaba e
Venerable and devoted One, Tom P
answer us when we call. LT

AR T 1Y

Second Hakafah.

Virtuous and upright One, KA TIVWAT AWM
deliver us; K3 HD’F?Z:{U ;0797 Snin
O Gracious to the needy, D17 9L

let us prosper;
Good and magnanimous One,
answer us when we call.

AR O 1Y

Third Hakafah.

415

S9 SPECIAL DAYS 351-428 TO PRINT.indd 415

Psalm 51:20

29/08/11 5:46 PM



K3 VWA Nawnm vy
X3 YT MKY 23
NPTy waih

AR O Y

You who discern thoughts,
deliver us;

Powerful and radiant One,
let us prosper;

Garbed in righteousness,
answer us when we call.

Fourth Hakafah.

K YRR oMy on
K3 TIMPYT 27K IR
;075011 Jnio

AIKTR 01 Y

Sovereign of all worlds, deliver us;
Source of light and majesty,

let us prosper;

Supporter of those who fall,
answer us when we call.

Fifth Hakafah.

KA YW, 09T iy
BBy iniritalivita Rl
oMy My

AR O Y

Helper of the needy, deliver us;
Deliverer and Rescuer,

let us prosper;

Everlasting Rock,

answer us when we call.

Sixth Hakafah.

Holy and awesome One, deliver us;
Compassionate and gracious,

let us prosper;

Guardian of the Covenant,

answer us when we call.

X3 YW KR WP
K3 oy pam o
MM M

AR DI MY

Upholder of the innocent, K2 Tflj",mn AN :pgﬁn
K3 T2V Y7 pn
MWyna oMmn

MR DI MY

deliver us;

Forever powerful, let us prosper;
perfect in Your ways,

answer us when we call.

Seventh Hakafah.

416
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Ben Bag Bag
taught: “Turn it
and turn it over
and over again,
for it contains
everything. Keep
your eyes riveted
to it. Spend
yourself in its
study. Never budge
from it, for there
is no better way
of life than that.”
(Pirkei Avot 5:25)
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Remembrance Day

As the troops fought and fight for freedom, ours is the supreme responsi-
bility to give meaning to that freedom, by embracing the language of
respect, the language of inclusion, the language of harmony.... That is the
Canadian way.... We love our veterans and the freedom we enjoy thanks
to them. We remember, with everlasting gratitude, by giving meaning and
substance to that freedom. Let us together soldier on toward that goal.
And may God bless our sacred partnership. Amen. (Rabbi Reuven Bulka,
Honorary Chaplain, Dominion Command, Royal Canadian Legion)

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place; and in
the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset
glow,
Loved and were loved, and now
we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe: “In Flanders

To you from failing hands we Fields” by
Lieutenant
throw Colonel John
The torch; be yours to hold it high.  McCrae, MD

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though
poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

“In Flanders Fields” John McCrae, an idealis-
tic Canadian doctor, wrote this poem in a field

Jﬂ‘ . hospital during the First World War’s Second
52 Battle of Ypres in 1915. The poem reflects his
E fa) admiration for the heroics of the soldiers, but

also his anguish over the horrors of war.

“between the crosses” Jews have served in
many of the wars fought by Canada both before
and after Confederation. Four thousand
Canadian Jews enlisted in the various armed
branches of the Canadian Forces in the First
World War—over 100 were killed, many
received wounds, and 84 were decorated for
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bravery and meritorious service. It is neither
commonly known nor appreciated that during
the Second World War, out of a total
population of Jewish Canadians numbering
some 167,000 men, women, and children, over
18,000 served in one or more of the branches
of the Canadian Armed Services. Of that
number, 423 sacrificed their lives. This, no
doubt, was one of the greatest per capita
contributions of any ethnic or religious group
in Canada. (From the Jewish War Veterans of
Canada)

417
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Prayer for the Safety of the
Canadian Armed Forces

Almighty God on High,
Omnipotent Sovereign, look
down from Your holy station and
bless the valiant soldiers of the
Canadian Armed Forces who risk
their lives to protect the welfare of
all Your creation. Benevolent God,
be their shelter and fortress, and
do not allow them to falter. May
harmony dwell in their ranks,
victory in their battalions. Fill
their hearts with faith and courage
to abolish every rule of evil.
Protect them on land, in the air,
and in the sea.

Guide them in peace, lead them
toward peace, and return them
speedily to their families alive and
unharmed, as it is written:

TP Nay RS a5bn

TP 120 D13 K
nowwn Y nivwmy o0

If I am not for
myself, who
will be for me?

NI NN YT Tivin S oy
. ’ T AT : for myself,
JIDTIYMK TR RAY M ket am 12
nyo7 ows) opmT 0
T T ix = now, when?
KAX . DiM2 53 0iSw  (Hilel, pirkei
TT ' : T : Avot 1:14 )

QM D7 K3 T DA
LIEZ IRR 2K 23w
;0272 DivY 1 .07
D27 Kyn DT 1Ny
Y3 nrawh MM yix
DIV A7 DT NPwnng
.D:;ﬂ T"];{:; ,rng‘;z;

DiYw7 0379 oibwa
P71, 07TYYn

OM7W1 00 DT Ninswn
:21N23 , 02" TTN3

niMa 5 iYW naan® (“to protect the

welfare of all Your creation”) While the

Canadian Armed Forces courageously defend

the well-being of many beyond our borders,

they also serve to protect the rights and

freedoms of the citizens of Canada. Part I,

Section 2 of the Constitution Act, assented

to on March 29, 1982, states:

“Everyone has the following fundamental

freedoms:

(a) freedom of conscience and religion;

(b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and
expression, including freedom of the press
and other media of communication;

(c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and

(d) freedom of association.”

Section 15 begins:

“Every individual is equal before and under
the law and has the right to the equal
protection and equal benefit of the law
without discrimination and, in particular,
without discrimination based on race,
national or ethnic origin, colour, religion,
sex, age or mental or physical disability.”

Jewish citizens of this good country
treasure these words of the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms. We must uphold and
defend them as they apply to our own people
and to all fellow Canadians.

418
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The Eternal God will guard you from ,11'1"7?7_3 QWJQW’ MY psalm 121:7-8
all harm, and will guard your being. n-'ln? . ;]wg 1"NK j'n\:y'?
The Eternal God will safeguard your MAYR RN qNRY Y
departure and your homecoming, Tt : ,7 T
from this time forth and forever. BTy
Grant us true peace in fulfillment of 'D"'Q‘? nnx Dib‘{j HJ"'?’U;U
the prophecy: “Nation shall not lift 293 KW KD ANKIW TN Tsaiah 2:4
up sword against another nation, Ty q_'nl;.,:..xly1 3.; l'l .,.1 3\"7};
nor shall they learn war any more.” L Lo
1Y) T 13 s

May this be Your will, and let us _
say: Amen. JRRCANIRN

The young soldiers do not speak. “The Young
Dead Soldiers”
by Archibald
who has not heard them? MacLeish

Nevertheless, they are heard in the still houses:

They have a silence that speaks for them at night
and when the clock counts.

They say: We are young. We have died. Remember us.

They say: We have done what we could
but until it is finished it is not done.

They say: We have given our lives
but until it is finished no one can know what our lives gave.

They say: Our deaths are not ours; they are yours;
they will mean what you make them.

They say: Whether our lives and our deaths are for peace and
a new hope or for nothing we cannot says; it is you who must say this.

They say: We leave you our deaths. Give them their meaning.

We were young, they say. We have died. Remember us.

NI ANRY MW 7T (“God will safeguard  “our deaths are for peace” We, who are

your departure and your homecoming”) May scattered to the four winds of heaven, should
the Lord bless our Canadian servicemen and supplicate Almighty God for the peace of all
women wherever their port, post, or station the inhabitants of the world; that no nation
be. May the Lord forever bless our beloved lift up sword against nation; and that the
Canada. Amen. (Joel Wagman at the dedication  Eternal One remove from their hearts all strife
of the Jewish War Veterans’ Memorial, Earl and hatred: for in their peace, we, too, have
Bales Park, Toronto, 2004) peace. (Azariah dei Rossi, 16th c.)
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Lighting the Chanukah mm npb'm
Candles naan

On the twenty-fifth day of Kislev, the very day on which, three years
before, the altar of God had been profaned, the sanctuary of God was
rededicated with songs and music, and the people praised the Eternal
One, who had given them a great victory.... Judah and his brothers
and the whole community of Israel determined that every year at this
season, the days of Chanukah, of Rededication, should be observed
with gladness and joy for eight days. (I Maccabees 4:59)

The lights of Chanukah are a symbol of our joy and our hope. In
times of darkness, our ancestors had the courage to struggle for
freedom: freedom to worship their God, freedom to study their Torah,
freedom to shape their own destiny in the Land of Israel. Theirs was
a victory of the weak over the strong, the few over the many, and the
righteous over the arrogant. It was a victory for all ages.

Praised are You, Adonai, our God, ,HJ’HIDI_S N L,InK M2
Sovereign of the Universe, who NYTR WK oYy -]‘7 A
has sanctified us with mitzvot, and P.,r?jar? ANV YR
has commanded us to kindle the T IT'D.JI'I ',7‘” 15
lights of Chanukah. I
Praised are You, Adonai, our God, ,'-1]’}?[173_‘5 N L,ADKR M2 The Holy one
Sovereign of the Universe, who 01 Owyvw obiva -]‘7 created light
. i T T T v T out of darkness.
performed miracles for our ancestors OMT O™ 119 9AKD  (Rebbi Berechiah,

Leviticus Rabbah

in those days at this season.
i'lT':j '[7_3]'; 31:8)

The following blessing is included only on the first night of Chanukah:

Praised are You, Adonai our God, ']'773 ,WJ’[I"?;_S M ,IRNK N2
Sovereign of the Universe, for giving 1P 7 J:l‘lﬂW ’-Dl?-"ya

us life, for sustaining us, and for ST ‘[7;-'!"_7 1Vam
enabling us to reach this season. ' : N '

n2an '7W M1 (“the lights of Chanukah”) The  On Friday evening, the Chanukah candles are
candles are placed in the Chanukah menorah lit before the Shabbat candles. On Saturday
from right to left and lit from left to right, so  night, the Chanukah candles are lit after
that the newest candle is lit first each night. Havdalah.
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Rock of Ages, let our song
praise Your saving power;

You, amid the raging foes,

were our sheltering tower.
Furious they assailed us,

but Your arm availed us,

and Your word

broke their sword,

when our own strength failed us.

We kindle these lights because
of the miracles and wonders,
deliverances and victories You
performed for our ancestors at
this season in days long ago.

During these eight days of
Chanukah these lights are sacred;
we are not to make use of them,
but only to behold them, so that
their glow may rouse us to give

thanks and praise Your great name

for Your miracles, Your wonders,
and Your deliverances.

MYIW? MY Tyn
MW7 X3 97
nysn N7 1ian
21 TN Y
mavn 150 ny?
MR ¥

M WA MNAR IX
1AM N2

07 5T MK 50 ninan
2¥1 NixZRaT Sy oA Sy
Ninnonn Sy nivawnn
D72 N2 Dwyy
T 7212 D

NI 20 M NIy 5
M7 I B WTp 197
2K D12 WRRWT, Nv,
NI’ 13 ;1253 DNk
Sy S aw’ S5
TNIX7DI 5Y1 70
ANV o3

For Chanukah songs, see page 553.

0191 (“miracles”) We call the holiday “The
Festival of Lights.” This name is given to it,
I think, because of the fact that the right to
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worship appeared to us like a flash of light
at a time when we hardly dared hope for it.
(Josephus, 100 C.E.)

421

“Maoz Tzur”
by Mordechai
ben Yitzchak
Halevi, 13th c.

From Sofrim 20

And God said,
“Let there be
light!” (Genesis
1:3)

For You light
my lamp; the
Eternal God

makes bright
my darkness.
(Psalm 18:29)
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Tu BiShvat

Dawa Y'Y

Tu BiShvat, the fifteenth day of the month of Shevat, was established
in Mishnaic times as the New Year of the Trees. During Shevat the
almond trees begin to blossom in Israel. Caring for the earth is a
mitzvah firmly established in the biblical account of creation, as it is
written: “So God Eternal took Adam, placing him in the Garden of Eden
to till it and tend it” (Genesis 2:15). Tu BiShvat is a minor festival,
but widely celebrated now that Jews are once again free to plant in
the land of Israel. The environmental movement also calls renewed
attention to our responsibility to care for all the earth until it is

restored to Eden.

And God said: “Look, I have
given you all seed-bearing plants
on the face of the earth, and
every tree that has in it seed-
bearing fruit—these are yours to
eat. And to every land animal,
and to every bird of the sky, and
to all that creeps on the earth

in which is the breath of life,

I [give] all the green vegetation
for food”—and so it was. God
then surveyed all that God had
made, and look—it was very
good! And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.

MWW 01 (“the sixth day”) Rabbi Assi
teaches that human beings are God’s partners
in creation. One verse, referring to the third
day of creation, says, “The earth brought
forth vegetation:...” (Genesis 1:12), whereas
the other verse, speaking of the sixth day,
says,”... no shrub of the field was yet on
earth ...” (Genesis 2:5). The verses, seemingly

MR T, DR MK

Y1 yar apy- '73-m< n:b
“NRY VIR ‘73 735 by WX
Py 2K YYo3
7Ky T D37 VI Y
iY77 YT mno3
YIRIoY i 5o nmwin
PITOTNX M W) 127wk
']21 127N 129K Ay
My WK-227NK DoKX
QYN TRR Q0TI
PP B g

contradictory, teach us that plants
commenced to grow [on the third day] but
stopped just as they were about to break
through the soil, until Adam [who was created
on the sixth day] came and implored for
mercy [i.e., rain] upon them; and when rain
fell, they sprouted forth. (Babylonian Talmud,
Chullin 60b)

422
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Genesis 1:29-31

Rabbi Yochanan
ben Zakkai taught:
“If a sapling were
in your hand, and
you were told that
the Messiah had
come, first plant
the sapling, then
go out and greet
the Messiah.”
(Avot D'Rabbi Natan
31b)
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Praise the Eternal, O my soul.
Adonai, my God, You are great

indeed, clothed in grandeur and glory.

From Your lofty heights You water
the mountains; the earth is replete
with the fruit of Your labours. You
make grass grow for cattle, fields for
humankind to cultivate, and to bring
forth bread from the earth.

You make wine to cheer the human
heart, oil to make the face shine, and
bread to sustain the human heart.

The trees of the Eternal drink their

fill; the cedars of Lebanon, planted

by God, are where birds build their
nests; the stork has her home in the
cypresses.

How varied are Your works, Adonai!

With wisdom have You made them all.

The earth is resplendent with
Your creations.

I will sing to the Eternal all my life;
I will chant to my God with all

my breath. Let my words be pleasing
to God; I will rejoice in the Eternal.

Let offenders vanish from the earth,
and the wicked be no more.

Praise the Eternal, O my soul.
Halleluyah!

o yinb
Dmvp

"—ljn?-n_{:{ ,’WB; ,’3'\; From Psalm 104

SRR DT TR i
DWIZ 1T Tn
NRoYR DT MRYn
YR vawn ioyn Mon
Ayr T2l Y nnyn
XA DR NTayY
YIRTTR O

Wix"227 mat? 1
Town o Sy’

YD WRT217 DR
AT XY WA

:YD) WK 79125 TR
A2R? DMDY DWIWR
A WA TTon

T oy 1277
Ty manna nza
AMP VIR TIROR

M I TR
P TIVA OKY IR
Sty 1oy vy

112 ARWK DR
YIRTTTA KR M
7272 DK TV DY
2T TN WD)

DRV (“offenders”) The [biblical]
prohibition against purposeless destruction of
fruit trees around a besieged city is to be
taken as only one example of general
wastefulness. Under the concept of mmp‘za 5a
(“you shall not destroy”), the purposeless
destruction of anything at all is taken to be
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forbidden.... Our text becomes the most
comprehensive warning to human beings not to
misuse the position which God has given them
as masters of the world and its matter by
capricious, passionate, or merely thoughtless,
wasteful destruction of anything on

earth. (Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch)
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When seeing trees in bloom for the first time in the year:

Rabbi Yehudah declared: “In the spring when a person goes forth and sees
beautiful trees swaying in the breeze, he should stop and offer a prayer.”

Praised are You, Adonai our God, who
has created a world in which nothing is
wanting, and who has fashioned living
things and beautiful trees and plants to

delight the hearts of humankind.

021 970 oK 7 AR 2

K721 727 n%iva qon XSy
D7iL Ni1K1 Niatv nita i
DX "33 D73 Ny

For other nature blessings, see page 464.

How can I sing of day and night,
when it is God who formed them?

How can I sing of heaven and earth,
when it is God who decreed them?

How can I sing of mountains and
hills, when it is God who planted
them?

How can I sing of seas and deserts,
when it is God who begot them?

And how can I sing of earth and its
fullness, when it is God who bade
them be?

I shall sing to God who fashioned all
and is beyond all;
it is to God I shall sing!

112791 o5y i K
DY KT OION)

Y] DIRY0Y YUK T
D797 KA1 OION)

Mivan oMby UK TR
'DYIv XA DK

DY) DMy PR K
%I Xt oK)
ARISM 5an-5y WK K
DY KT DR

5911 ¥ MWK
53Oy moyn
MWK DIoKR?

5a-by m5ya (“[God] is beyond all”)
I contemplate a tree.

I can accept it as a picture: a rigid pillar in
a flood of light, or splashes of green traversed
by the gentleness of the blue silver ground.

I can feel it as movement: the flowing
veins around the sturdy, striving core, the
sucking of the roots, the breathing of the
leaves, the infinite commerce with earth and
air—and the growing itself in its darkness.

I can assign it to a species and observe it
as an instance, with an eye to construction
and its way of life....

Throughout all of this the tree remains my
object and has its place and its time span, its
kind and condition.

But it can also happen, if will and grace
are joined, that as I contemplate the tree I
am drawn into a relation, and the tree ceases
to be an It....

The tree is no impression, no play of my
imagination, no aspect of a mood; it confronts
me bodily and has to deal with me as I must
deal with it—only differently. (Martin Buber)

424
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Babylonian
Talmud, B'rachot
43b

Yosef Tzvi Rimon

The Rabbis
taught: A tree
that blossoms
before the
fifteenth of
Shevat is tithed
for the year that
has just passed;
if after the
fifteenth of
Shevat, it is
tithed for the
year to come.
(Babylonian Talmud,
Rosh HaShanah
1a;15b)
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Master of the Universe,

Grant me the ability to be alone;

may it be my custom to go outdoors each day
among the trees and grass,

among all growing things,

and there may I be alone,

and enter into prayer,

to talk with the One to whom I belong.

May I express there everything in my heart,
and may all the foliage of the field,

all grasses, trees, and plants,

may they all awake at my coming,

to send the powers of their life

into the words of my prayer,

so that my prayer and speech are made whole
through the life and the spirit of all growing things,
which are made as one

by their transcendent Source.

When you come to the land, you
shall plant every kind of fruit tree.

The tree of the field will give forth
its fruit and the land its produce.

Give thanks to the Eternal,
who is good.
For God’s love is everlasting.

YUK 3N
3% Yy=52 nRyLy
MK MW YY 10N
212 10n Y
Q071 MY 1T
STon 0ZivY 3

When planting a tree, one may say:

Praised are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, who has
created this tree and its fruit.

DIV 2R APTDK 7 IRR M2
YYD DK YYT DK K93 WK

i"]!;'ﬂlf n-__[iya Y¥ 1021 (“the tree of the that you expect to live that length of time and
field will give forth its fruit”) While the Sage, eat its fruit?”

Choni, was walking along a road, he saw a man The man answered: “I found a fruitful world
planting a carob tree. Choni asked him: “How because my ancestors planted it for me.

long will it take for this tree to bear fruit?” Likewise, I am planting for my children.”

“Seventy years,” replied the man.
Choni then asked: “Are you so healthy a man

425
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(Babylonian Talmud, Ta'anit 23a)

Rabbi Nachman of
Bratzlav

Leviticus 19:23

Ezekiel 34:27a

Psalm 118:1
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Purim oMb

When the month of Adar begins, our joy increases! (Babylonian Talmud,
Ta'anit 29a)

Purim, the fourteenth day of Adar, is a day of merrymaking, a day
of celebrating the defeat of Haman’s plot to annihilate the Jews of
Persia. (The story is set during the period 486-465 B.C.E.) However,
the laughter of Purim teeters on the edge of despair, for the Megillah
of Esther suggests that Jewish destiny in the Diaspora is always on the
brink of destruction—both from within and without. But in every time
and place, human heroes like Esther and Mordechai emerge to signal to
the Redeeming God that Jewish life must endure.

The following blessings are recited before the reading of the Scroll of Esther:

Praised are You, Adonai our God, ,‘1]’}?[171__‘5 M ARK M2 For the Jews

Sovereign of the Universe, who 2 J‘TU-[P WK ,'D:?ﬁ i _]ry [ti/;;r:av;zs
has sanctified us with mitzvot, and ' ' '-'IIJ’15’1 PETeR) 5’733 happiness, joy
has commanded us to read the SR TE 0 honour.
._[‘7173 KWPE 51_7 So may there
Scroll of Esther. T T be for us!
(Havdalah

Praised are You, Adonai our God, ,'IJ"[fbl__‘S M LRK N2

o) mMryw noivi 97

prayer based on

Sovereign of the Universe, Esther 8:16)
who performed miracles for

our ancestors in those days

DT DM 1 NIAKY

at this season.

Praised are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, for

AT TR

APTIOR M ,AIRK M2
PR ANNTY DIV 7R

giving us life, for sustaining us, and

T PR12 1Y
for enabling us to reach this season. ' T '

When all the other festivals will become
superfluous [in Messianic times], Purim will
remain. (Midrash Mishlei 9:2)

n';;u; (“Megillah”) In the time to come [the
Messianic Age] all the other texts of the
books of Prophets and Writings will lose their
worth; only the Torah of Moses and Scroll of
Esther will retain their value. (Jerusalem
Talmud, Megillah 1:7)

426

S9 SPECIAL DAYS 351-428 TO PRINT.indd 426 29/08/11 5:46 PM



Following the reading of the Megillah:

Praised are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, who
pleaded our case and defended

our cause. You have ever been our
deliverance, our hope in every
generation. Those who trust in You
shall never be shamed or humiliated.
Praised are You, the God of
deliverance.

A Song of Ascents for David.

Were it not for the Eternal, who was
with us, let Israel now declare:

Were it not for the Eternal God who was
with us when mortals rose against us,

they would have swallowed us alive
when anger burned against us.

The waters would have overwhelmed
us and the torrent swept over us;

they would have swept over us,
the raging waters.

Praised be the Eternal God, who has
not given us as prey for their teeth.

o yinb
Dmvp

mrar X5 (“shall never be shamed”) The four
Rabbinic mitzvot assigned to Purim are to hear
the Megillah, to eat a festive meal, to send

427
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DT DM

N3 KW T R

DITIYY M)

gifts of food to friends, and to send gifts to
support the poor.

From Psalm 124
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Our life is like a bird escaped
from the fowler’s trap;
the trap was broken and we escaped.

Our help is in the name of the
Eternal who made heaven and earth.

For I will save you from afar,
and your descendants from their
land of exile.

And Jacob will return tranquil
and serene, with none to make
them afraid.

Make your plans—

they will be annulled;

scheme against us—

it will not avail, for God is with us.
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5K 1Y 13 (“for God is with us”) Then
Esther, the queen, overwhelmed with deadly
anxiety, fled to the Eternal; she took off her
splendid clothing and put on garments of
distress and mourning, and instead of the
rarest perfumes, she covered her head with
ashes, and every part that she delighted to
adorn she covered with her tangled hair.
And she prayed to the Eternal and said:
“My Lord, our King, You stand alone; help me
who am alone, and have no helper but You;
for my danger is in my hand. Adonai, do not
give up Your sceptre to those who have no
being, and do not let them mock at our fall,

but turn their plan against themselves, and
make an example of the man who has begun
this against us. Remember, Adonai, make
Yourself known in this time of our affliction
and give me courage. Put eloquent speech in
my mouth, before this lion, and change his
heart to hate the man who is fighting against
us, so that there may be an end of him and of
those who support him. But save us by Your
hand, and help me, who stand alone, and
have no one but You, Adonai. (Excerpt from
“The Prayer of Esther,” Chapter 14:1-19 of the
apocryphal “Additions to the Book of Esther”)
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