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Evening Service
for Festivals

I look for You early, my Rock and my Refuge,
offering You worship morning and night;

Before Your vastness I come confused and afraid
for You to see the thoughts of my heart.

What could the heart and tongue compose,
or spirits strength within me to suit You?

But song soothes You
and so I'll give praise to Your Being
as long as Your breath-in-me moves.

(Solomon ibn Gabirol, Spain, 11th c.)
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Evening Service for 2L b amyn
Festivals

The holy days are the unbroken master code of Judaism. Decipher them
and you will discover the inner sanctum of this religion. Grasp them and
you hold the heart of the faith in your hand. The holy days are the
quintessential Jewish religious expression because the main teachings of
Judaism are incorporated in their message. Recurrent experience of
these days has sustained the Jews on their long march through history.
By interpreting and reinterpreting the holidays and by applying their
lessons to daily life, the Jewish People has been continuously guided
along the Jewish way. (Rabbi Irving Greenberg)

On Shabbat, Kabbalat Shabbat (pages 105-118) may be included.

Here am I, ready to fulfill the JAmY 1291 M3
commandments. .

You are my God, and I will thank You; :]"I1N1 ighs DK psalm 118:28
You are my God, I will exalt You. ARnIK TR

Three times a year—on the Feast R, ﬂg\?; oMmys \U‘l'?'(TU Deuteronomy
of Unleavened Bread, on the ' ﬂjﬂf‘ 15 NK :];HDT_I73 16:16-17

Feast of Weeks, and on the Feast

A2 WK DipRa X
of Booths—all shall appear before T 7 T N

the Eternal your God in the place MYQWIT a0 NIXAT ana

that [God] will choose. They shall KT K21, 032977 A
not appear before the Eternal WK opM Tl'l:‘l? D NKR
empty-handed, but each with his =977 19929 37 Nanns

own gift, according to the blessing
that the Eternal your God has
bestowed upon you.

127103 WK PR
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Candle Lighting

Praised are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, who
has sanctified us with mitzvot,
and has commanded us to

kindle the lights of [Shabbat and]
Yom Tow.

nma npbTn

ATTI2K 70X 13
MYTR WK DT 71
P07 M1 rhva
2fv o [Sv) naw] 5w

Adonai our God, Source of all life and every blessing, we give thanks
for the Festivals and their meaning: for the freedom that gives dignity
to our being, for the Torah that gives direction to our life, and for the

harvest that sustains our bodies. As our ancestors made pilgrimage to

Jerusalem, there to give thanks to You and to praise Your name, so are
we now voyagers toward You, as heart and spirit rise to praise You.

MR WK (“who has sanctified us”)

0 God of Your People Israel:

You are holy

And You have made this day and the People of
Israel holy.

You have called upon us to honour this day
with light,

With joy

And with peace—

As a king and queen give love to one another;

As a bride and her bridegroom—

So have we kindled these two lights for love
of Your daughter,

This Holy Day.

Almighty God,

Grant me and all my loved ones

A chance to truly rest on this day.

May the light of the candles drive out from
among us

The spirit of anger, the spirit of harm.

Send Your blessings to my children,

That they may walk in the ways of Your Torah,
Your light.

May You ever be their God

And mine, Adonai,

My Creator and my Redeemer.

Amen.

(19th c. prayer of a Jewish woman before
lighting the candles, translated from the
Yiddish by Rabbi Arthur Green and slightly
adapted for Yom Tov)
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By Your Light do
we see light.
(Psalm 36:9)
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Sh’ma and Its Blessings r1IN1372) YnRw

The Yom Tov evening service has two basic rubrics: the Sh'ma and its
accompanying blessings, and the Amidah. The three prayers surrounding
the Sh'ma correspond to the themes of the three Pilgrimage Festivals. God
as Creator is praised each day with Ma’ariv Aravim, and celebrated each
year with the Festival of Sukkot. God as the Giver of Torah is blessed each
day with Ahavat Olam, and celebrated each year with the Festival of
Shavuot. And God as the Redeemer from bondage is lauded each day with
the Ge'ulah, and celebrated each year with the Festival of Pesach. From
the universal to the particular, Creation, Revelation, and Redemption are
the meeting-places between God and humankind.

All rise.

Call to Worship 1273

Praise the Eternal One TPDU :.‘ .ﬂN !D-!; :
who is praised.

Praised be the Eternal One who is AN n‘?“"? ppt-laiki Ak
praised forever and ever!

Creation 013y AMyn
Praised are You, Adonai our God, ;’ll’ﬂ.bi_ﬁ N L,anK N2
Sovereign of the Universe, whose h;‘m WK ,D'?ﬁy;:[ -]'773
word brings on the evening, whose MNOMA 0y AMYn

wisdom opc?ns heaven§ gates, whose H1AN2 DMV [nie
understanding alters time and T T

rotates the seasons, and whose will nx f\"‘?':”?“ AMY HJWM
sets the stars in their courses in the 0221317 NX 770101 D10
sky. God creates day and night, VP72 Di_'__l"]_']"ﬁp'(:U'D;
rolling light away from darkness, ,n‘?-,i?l 03 K732 3 J"W"];D
and darkness from light. ‘]Wl‘l 181 79K 559

AEVEEE 5

1073 (“praise”) One may pray in any language language of holiness. Throughout the millennia

one wishes (Mishnah Sotah 7:1, Babylonian of Jewish life in the Diaspora, Hebrew was
Talmud, Sotah 33a). But our Sages teach that preserved as the finest language for prayer and
out of the seventy languages of the world, sacred study.

Hebrew is distinguished as WTipit '[‘I!D"J, the
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When I behold Your
heavens, the work
of Your fingers, the
moon and stars
that You set in
place: What is a
human being that
You have been
mindful of him,
mortal being that
You have taken
note of him; that
You have made him
little less than
divine, and adorned
him with glory and
majesty. You have
made him master
over Your handi-
work, laying the
world at his feet.
(Psalm 8:4-7)



God causes day to pass and brings
on the night, and separates day
from night: Adonai Tz’va’ot is God’s
name. May the living and eternal
God rule over us forever and ever.
Praised are You, Adonai, who

1277 X7 o Paym
1272 121 D 2 P am
Jnv nixay »

qion7 TR 0IR) 0 oK
1Y) 077 Ary

brings on the evening. 0"y AMynRT N TRX 172

Revelation

Unending love have You shown Your
People, the House of Israel: Torah
and mitzvot, laws and precepts have
You taught us. Therefore, Adonai our
God, when we lie down and when
we rise up, we will reflect on the
meaning of Your laws and rejoice in
the words of Your Torah and in Your
mitzvot forever. For they are our life
and the length of our days. On them
we shall meditate day and night.
May Your love never depart from us.
Praised are You, Adonai, who loves
Your People Israel.

Hear, O Israel:
the Eternal One is our God,
the Eternal God is One!

Praised be God’s glorious majesty
forever and ever.

mpgx:v'm opn (“laws and precepts”) How
does a particular mitzvah become part and
parcel of one’s inner being? Franz Rosenzweig
suggested a progression from “I am obliged”
to observe because of an outer demand to
“I am able” to fulfill the mitzvah because of
an inner calling. What I am not yet able to
accept may, in time, become acceptable, and

oy nanx

Sx7r N2 nhiy naax
YD TN DAAK Ry
101K ,DWBWR DIl
ATTIOK 1 12 5y .01
W3 1Mp 125V
MAT2 M, PR
nbiv’ Priwny Jmin
TIRY A2 0T 7D )
DY AT DTN )
TOR DX NN 1272)
Dm7ivY 1mn

2TIX 7 AR 72
Sratr ny

woR M SR yRv
PR i

in13%n 7120 DY g2
Ty 07ivh

therefore a commandment for me.... In the
words of Rosenzweig: “The voice of command-
ment causes the spark to leap from ‘I must’ to
‘T can.” (Rabbi Moshe Zemer)

'n__:jip? ynw (“hear, 0 Israel”) The Sh'ma is
the diamond set into the crown of faith.
(Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut)
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The ideal is for
a person to be
a revelation
oneself, clearly
to recognize
oneself as a
manifestation
of God. (The Baal
Shem Tov)

Deuteronomy
6:4
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All are seated.

You shall love the Eternal One,
your God, with all your heart,
with all your being, with all your
might. Set these words, which

I command you this day, upon
your heart. Impress them upon
your children; speak of them

in your home and on your way,
when you lie down and when you
rise up. Let them be a sign upon
your hand, a symbol between
your eyes. Inscribe them on the
doorposts of your house, and on
your gates.

If you carefully obey My mitzvot which

I give you this day, to love and serve
Adonai your God with all your heart
and soul, I will cause rain to fall on your
land in season, the autumn rains and the
spring rains, that you may gather in your

grain, wine, and oil. And I will provide

AR I DX NI
AWDI"5021 72277502
D77 VI R IRRo0m
YD DI WK KT
DR 23770y D
ANW2 02 N2 27
T2 127 qnnaa
DRYRY SRIpM AWM
nBLLY MM 10y MK
NINA™5Y DRADD PPy T3
AMYYM 02

MYRToR Wnwn yw-ox mim
PO DI DRAK MYN P WK
"922 112v91 DToK mimnK
TR AN ERWHIT7IM BR33Y
NOEK) Wighm M inya ooy K

2y "N0N AITYN AWM BT

vvvvv

the doing of mitzvot should not be any kind of
material reward. Antigonus of Socho meant
precisely this when he said: “Do not be like the
servants who serve their master for the sake of
receiving a reward, but be like those who serve
without expecting a reward” (Pirkei Avot 1:3).
He meant that one should believe the truth
only for the sake of the truth. We say that such
a person serves out of love. (Rambam)
Ynw-ox 1m (“if you ... obey”) The
Deuteronomic theology of reward for the
righteous and punishment for the wicked is
difficult to accept when we see good people
suffer and evil prosper:

45 210y ywn 5 vy pray

Our Sages, trusting in God's perfect judgment,
developed the idea of Olam HaBa, the World to
Come, in which the portions
of reward and punishment will be justly
balanced against those received in this world.
Rabbi Robert Gordis points out that theodicy
was less of a problem for biblical Jews who
lived before the rise of individualism, a Greek
concept. The Bible primarily emphasizes
the doctrine of collective providence over
individual providence. The rewards and
punishments described here are rain and crops,
which affect the entire community. God’s
rule was considered just, even when some
individuals were undeservedly included in the
fate of their people.
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Deuteronomy
6:5-9

Ben Azzai teaches:
“Run to do even a
slight mitzvah,
and flee from
transgression;

for one good deed
inspires another,
and one sin,
another sin.”
(Pirkei Avot 4:2)

Deuteronomy
11:13-21

God wants the
heart. (Babylonian
Talmud, Sanhedrin
106b)



grass in your fields for your cattle, and
you will eat and be satisfied. Beware lest
your heart be deceived, and you turn and
serve other gods and bow down to them;
for then the anger of the Eternal One will
blaze against you, and will shut up the
skies so that there will be no rain, and the
land will yield no produce, and you will
quickly vanish from the good land which
the Eternal One gives you. You shall place
these words of Mine in your heart and
soul. Let them be a sign upon your hand,
a symbol between your eyes. Impress
them upon your children; speak of them
in your home and on your way, when you
lie down and when you rise up. Inscribe
them on the doorposts of your house and
on your gates—that your days and the
days of your children may be prolonged
in the land, which the Eternal One
promised to give your ancestors for as

long as the sky is laid out over the earth.

The Eternal One spoke to Moses, saying:
“Speak to the children of Israel and
instruct them to make for themselves
tzitzit on the corners of their garments
throughout their generations, and to
include in the tzitzit on each corner a
thread of blue. You shall have the tzitzit,
so that when you look upon it you will
remember to do all the mitzvot of the
Eternal One and you will not follow the
desires of your heart and eyes which lead
you astray.”
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Numbers
15:37-39
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Remember to do all My mitzvot,
so shall You consecrate yourselves
to your God. I am the Eternal,
your God who led You out of
Egypt to be your God; I, Adonai,
am your God.

Redemption

All this we hold to be true and
sure: You alone are our God;
there is none else, and we are
Israel Your People.

You are our Sovereign: You deliver
us from the hands of oppressors,
and save us from the fists of
tyrants. You do wonders without
number, marvels that surpass our
understanding. You give us our life;
by Your help we survive all who
seek our destruction.

You did wonders for us in the land
of Egypt, miracles and marvels in
the land of Pharaoh. You led Your
People Israel out, forever to serve
You in freedom.

"NX DRyl 179m wnk
DWW DR Ynto3
DIIPR I K n:w-t‘vxb
YRR DINK MRYIT WK
ki Phe 1:13'7 mv-rb o™Myn
DK I AN
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prayer asserts the faith that God will surely
redeem again, just as God freed our people at
the time of the Exodus. It is also an expression

of confidence that God will restore our
individual souls, refreshed after a night of
sleep. (Rashi and Tosafot on Babylonian
Talmud, B'rachot 12a)

243

Numbers
15:40-41

A little truth
overcomes much
falsehood, as a
little light
dispels much
darkness.

(Rabbi Bachya ibn
Pekuda)



When Your children witnessed
Your power, they extolled You and
gave You thanks; willingly they
enthroned You; and, full of joy,
Moses, Miriam, and all Israel
sang this song:

“Who is like You, Adonai,

among the gods?

Who is like You, majestic in holiness,
awesome in praise, doing wonders?”

Your children witnessed

Your majesty when You divided the
sea before Moses;

“This is my God!” they exclaimed
and declared:

“The Eternal will reign forever
and ever!”

And it is said: “The Eternal One
delivered Jacob, and redeemed him
from a hand mightier than his own”
Praised are You, Adonai, who
redeemed Israel.

1N P 1M (“from a hand mightier than
his own”) Passionate concern may lead to
errors of judgment, but the lack of passion in
the face of human wrong leads to spiritual
bankruptcy. (Justice Justine Wise Polier)

’7513?7 ’753 (“who redeemed Israel”)
True redemption will come to the Jew if he
bears his name and every other burden
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imposed upon him by destiny with gleaming
courage and radiant nobleness which, whether
or not they evoke the love of the world
without, will justify the Jew in his own

sight and hallow him anew in the presence

of the Lord, to whom alone he is ultimately
accountable. (Rabbi Stephen S. Wise)

Exodus 15:11

It is impossible
to adequately
praise God; the
best attempt is
to simply recount
God'’s awesome
deeds. (Ramban)

Exodus 15:18

Jeremiah 31:10
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For Protection

Grant that we may lie down in
peace, Adonai our God, and raise
us up, O Sovereign, to life renewed.
Spread over us the shelter of Your
peace; guide us with Your good
counsel; and for Your name’s sake,
be our help. Shield us from hatred
and plague; keep us from war and
famine and anguish; subdue our
inclination to evil. O God, our
Guardian and Helper, our gracious
and merciful Sovereign, give us
refuge in the shadow of Your wings.
Guard our coming and our going,
that now and always we may have
life and peace.

Praised are You, Adonai, whose
shelter of peace is spread over us,
over all Your People Israel, and
over Jerusalem.
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On Shabbat include:

Keeping Shabbat
The People of Israel shall keep the

Sabbath, observing the Sabbath in every
generation as a covenant for all time. It

is a sign forever between Me and the
People of Israel; for in six days the
Eternal One made heaven and earth,
and on the seventh day God rested,
refreshing the soul.

1273w (“grant that we may lie down”)
This prayer balances the one preceding it.
While the Ge'ulah evokes images of violence

AiptaliZa

NIPTNR PRI 1Y)
n™3 oMY NAWTnK nivy?
nix 5x7t? 22 P21 1w obiy
My 0} NYW™s 07Y7 K
YT DK DIRWTNK I
WHIM NAY AW O

and revolt, here we clarify that the peace we
seek is not a result of war, but of God's
watchful guardianship.
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All of Jerusalem
is a gate, but
the key is lost in
the darkness of
God's silence. Let
us light all the
lights, let us call
all the names, to
find the key.
(Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel)

Exodus 31:16-17



And Moses declared the appointed

seasons of the Eternal God to the
People of Israel.

Chatzi Kaddish

Magnified and sanctified be the
great name of the One by whose
will the world was created. Amen.
May God’s sovereignty govern
our lives, and the life of the whole
House of Israel, and let us say:
Amen.

May God’s great name be praised
for all eternity.

Blessed and praised; glorified,
exalted, and extolled; lauded,
honoured, and acclaimed be the
name of the Holy One, who is

ever to be praised, far above all the

blessings and songs of praise and

consolations which human lips can

utter, and let us say: Amen.
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1T 11y (“the appointed seasons of the
Eternal” ) For those who have experienced the
inner joy of the festivals, there is no longer
any conflict or chasm between heaven and
earth, between time and eternity, between
temple and home, altar and table. In the
presence of God, together with [family], they
can enjoy eternal values which transform
every moment of our fleeting existence on
earth into a taste of eternity. (Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch)

xm’:y "1:‘7:7'71 u"w’v (“for all eternity”)
The word alam in Aramaic or olam in Hebrew
refers to infinity, on both the spatial and the
temporal planes. It is often translated as
“the universe” and “forever,” respectively.
Therefore, this threefold superlative serves as
more than poetry. It teaches humility in
prayer: that God is beyond all, even our praise.
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Leviticus 23:44

From Psalm
113:2, Daniel
2:20
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Tfillah =500

On Festivals, as on Shabbat, we reduce the number of prayer-themes in the
Amidah from nineteen to seven. The middle section of thirteen petitionary
prayers is replaced by one central prayer proclaiming the sanctity of the
day, Kedushat HaYom. Shabbat and Yom Tov bring such joy that we feel
(or act as if we feel) that all our needs are met. Bargaining and bartering
with God is limited to the workday Amidah, while these sacred days are
filled entirely with prayers of thanks and songs of rejoicing.

All rise.

Adonai, open my lips, so my ,ANBR NBW TR psalm 51:17
mouth may declare Your praise. 9 nomn T m
Ancestors MmaN
Praised are You, Adonai our God, ,ﬂ.'l"[f'?{‘s N ,ARK 2T Excerpts from
o Godofurancson: o A TR S

od of Abraham, God of Isaac, oK PV oK OTAR 1017,
God of Jacob, God of Sarah, -y i ; 5 T : Nehemiah
God of Rebekah, God of Rachel, 12K MW 19K ,3py? 9:32,

- WORY S oK MR e M
and God of Leah; great, mighty, and LIZRE,ZLEV A8 22T aviticus
awesome God, God Most High. by '7i‘|5T\U ‘7}{:{ 11;{'7 26:42,

You bestow loyal kindness upon all ~'[i"717 bR K793 Genesis 15:1

and You create all.
You remember the loyalty
of our ancestors, and lovingly bring

191 O7iv orTEn YR
,NIAN O 129,550

redemption to their children’s 013 ’-"3‘7 TIIT?NJ R12M
children for the sake of Your name. ']'773 1R ,'.173\:U' 8% 7_3‘7
Sovereign Helper, Saviour and 1 ywim iy
Shield! T '

DK 03 77 T 3

Praised are You, Adonai, who shields i .
Nainl' T21D

Abraham and attends to Sarah.

..apy? wIORY , poy? w9 DTN WTON Because each matriarch and patriarch had
(“God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of a unique relationship with God. Here each
Jacob”) Why the repetition of God’s name? ancestor becomes an exemplar for the
Why not simply, “God of Abraham, Isaac, individual at prayer.

Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah?”
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God’s Power

Eternal is Your might, Adonai.
You extend life after death.
Great is Your power to save.

nMmaa

hupabt bt nioh
AR 0NN 0 TR

RS 2

On Sh’mini Atzeret include:

You cause the wind to blow and

the rain to fall.

DWAT T 01T 2wn

On all other Festivals include:

You cause the dew to descend.

With loyal kindness You sustain
the living; with great compassion
You extend life to the dead. You
support the fallen and heal the sick;
You free the captive and keep faith
with those who sleep in the dust.
Who is like You, Mighty One? Who
can compare to You, Sovereign of
life and death, Source of salvation?
You are faithful in extending life
after death.

Praised are You, Adonai,

who extends life after death.

The Holiness of God’s Name

You are holy, Your name is holy,
and those who strive to be holy
praise You day by day. Selah!
Praised are You, Adonai,

the holy God.

nsgaw'? mMXM (“Source of salvation”) One
way to extend life beyond the grave is by
supporting the worthy causes our loved ones
supported, giving tzedakah so their good
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names and good works endure. As it is
written: God says, “I speak in tzedakah,
mighty to save.” (Isaiah 63:1)

From Psalm
147:18

Excerpts from
Psalms
145:14,
146:7-8,
Daniel 12:2,
I Samuel 2:6

Human beings

can bring God'’s
holiness, awesome
as it is, to earth,
through the
fulfillment of
mitzvot. (The Zohar)
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The Sanctity of Yom Tov

In love and favour, O God, You
have chosen us from all the
peoples, exalting us by sanctifying
us with Your mitzvot. Our
Sovereign, You have brought us
near to Your service, that through
us Your great and holy name may
become known in all the earth.

In Your love, Adonai our God,
You have given us [Sabbaths of
rest,] Festivals of gladness, holy
days and seasons of joy: this
[Sabbath day and this] Festival of

— Pesach, season of our freedom,
— Shavuot, season of revelation,
— Sukkot, season of our joy,
— Sh’mini Atzeret, season of

our joy,

to unite [in love and] in worship
and to recall the Exodus from

Egypt.

Our God and God of our
ancestors, be especially mindful
of us and of all Your People, the
House of Israel, for well-being
and favour, for kindness and
compassion, for life and

for peace on this

— Festival of Pesach.

— Festival of Shavuot.

— Festival of Sukkot.

— Festival of Sh’mini Atzeret.
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Adonai our God, this day remember

us, for well-being. Amen.
This day acknowledge us with
blessing. Amen.

This day help us to a fuller life. Amen.

Bestow upon us, Adonai our God,
the blessing of Your Festivals, and
may we celebrate them so as to be

worthy of Your blessings of life and

peace, joy, and gladness.

Our God and God of our ancestors,
sanctify us by Your mitzvot, and let
Your Torah be our way of life. [May
our rest on this day be pleasing in
Your sight.] Satisfy us with Your
goodness, gladden us with Your
saving power, and purify our hearts
to serve You in truth.

[In love and favour, Adonai our God,
let Your holy Sabbath remain our
heritage.] Let us celebrate Your holy
Festivals with joy and gladness, that
all Israel, sanctifying Your name,
may have cause to rejoice.

Praised are You, Adonai, who
sanctifies [the Sabbath,] the House

of Israel, and the Festivals.
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Tiiviy‘?‘l .‘ll:l!‘;i_v? (“joy and gladness”) How
does one fulfill the commandment to rejoice
during the Festivals? Children should be given
roasted treats, nuts, and sweets. Women
should have clothing and jewelry bought for

them according to the means of the household.

Men should eat meat and drink wine, for
there can be no real rejoicing without such

delicacies. One who locks the doors to his

courtyard to eat and drink with his wife and
children, without providing for the poor, the
stranger, the orphan, the widow, and the

embittered soul, his meal does not fulfill the
joy of the commandment, but only the joy of
his stomach. Such joy is shameful. (Rambam)
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Worship Ay

Be gracious, Adonai our God, qnRya ,ﬂJ",_‘_f'?._I_‘_S 1 ,IT¥7  Mishnah Rosh

: : hanah 4:5,
to Your People Israel, and receive pilgfisolia _D'?g nm bx-lwv ufh::; T;? !
our prayers with love. May our Tmn '['11"1‘7 "1 ‘73pn 5:1

worship always be acceptable to

_ e ]
You. Draw near to all who seek You; ! :]733_7 ENWTW NNAY et my prayer

: : " be counted as
turn to all who serve You. Grace us 5 1KY 53‘7 My ‘715 incense before
with the presence of Your spirit. T'BW EREIRI L mhY ‘71'{ You, and the

lifting of my
.’IJT'?y :]l_-:ﬂj hands as

. an evening
And may our eyes behold Your AW Y AN sacrifice.
compassionate return to Zion. DMma 1Y5 (Psalm 141:2)
Praised are You, Adonai, who TImaT M ARK N2

restores Your Divine Presence j ) )
Ty Ny

to Zion.

Gratitude INTI
We gratefully acknowledge that You mgr_uy’ ,']‘T? 1ArAX o' n
are Adonai our God, the God of our 215K 117OK M KT

People for all time. You are the Rock
of our life, the Power that shields us
in every age.

My Y1 0ivh aniak
KA TIRR YW o A0
AT 5

Tiu_r’? INW R (“who restores Your and eat their fruits. And I will plant them upon
Divine Presence to Zion”) The dream of their soil, nevermore to be uprooted from the
religious Zionism, this prayer articulates the soil I have given them,” says Adonai your God
aspiration that after millennia of exile, the (Amos 9:14-15).

People Israel will be worthy of reunion with FINTIN (“gratitude”) On ordinary days this
God in their sacred meeting place, the Land of  prayer offers thanks to God before our many
Israel. As Amos prophesied: “I will restore my  yequests are granted; on Shabbat and Festivals
People Israel. They shall rebuild ruined cities this prayer is an expression of gratitude for the
and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards sacred time we already enjoy.

and drink their wine; they shall till gardens
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We thank You and sing Your praises:
for our lives, which are in Your hand;
for our souls, which are in Your
keeping; for the signs of Your
presence we encounter every day;
and for Your wondrous gifts at all
times: morning, noon, and night.
You are Goodness; Your mercies
never end. You are Compassion;
Your love has never failed. You have
always been our Hope.

For all this, O Sovereign God, let
Your name be forever praised and
exalted. O God, our Redeemer
and Helper, let all who live
gratefully acknowledge You and
praise Your name in truth. Selah!
Praised are You, Adonai, whose
name is Goodness. We give You
thanks and praise.

Peace

Bestow everlasting and abundant
peace upon Israel, Your People, for
You, O Sovereign, are the Power
of all peace. May it be favourable
in Your sight to bless Your People
Israel at all times and at every
moment with Your peace.

Praised are You, Adonai, who
blesses Your People Israel

with peace.
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0i%W n29a (“peace”) Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel used to say: “The world rests on three
things: On justice, on truth, on peace.” Rabbi
Mona said: “But these three are one and the

252

same: for if there is justice, there is truth,
and if there is truth, there is peace.” (Perek
HaShalom)

From Psalm
79:13

From
Lamentations
3:22

Great is peace,
for all blessings
are contained

in it.... Great is
peace, for God's
name is Peace.
(Numbers Rabbah
11:7)
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Private Meditation Txa nThN

My God, keep my tongue from ,yn "Z_I“U'I? '1'3’.:'! ,"‘U'?N Babylonian
evil and my lips from deceit. Help  55mn5y ;7T 12717 Nb garlll;it a,
me to keep silent in the face of N S : : n drawing on

. 722 192 WA DTN WA i,

derision, humble in the presence

of all. Open my heart to Your ’ :].ﬂjlﬂ: 27 DR amn e e

Torah, and let my soul pursue ‘731 /’WE)Q Hi'ﬁﬁ ?]"ml’ 121 Silence is
Your mitzvot. Concerning those iman oy ’I_Zy 'D"';‘:U"'H'lij j,g;i;_for

who plan evil against me, swiftly Rulpl\izgial '7P‘;P_-| DNYY 197 (Pirkei Avot 3:13)
annul their counsel and frustrate '[.Y;_ﬁr? TTW;J , :]nw 13-;797‘7 nw:-;

their intentions. Act for the sake P S T
of Your name. Act for the sake of ’:] v VE g e ’:] o

Your right hand. Act for the sake 8% 7.3‘7 :]ﬂj'm v 7.3‘7 TIW.}J
of Your holiness. Act for the sake ﬂy’Wiﬂ AT '['-13":71:17_
of Your Torah. In order that Your 221 e

loved ones be delivered, save with
Your right hand and answer me.

May the words of my mouth and DTMNNK I j‘? "
the meditations of my heart be ,,—["l,—['_a , ;]13?‘7 125 11m
acceptable to You, Adonai, my C O abxin Ty
Rock and my Redeemer. ST
May the One who causes peace X ,1"79?17;3 'D‘I‘?’(TU' ni__z_fy
to reign in the high heavens let 55 511 1195y bW Ay
peace descend on us, on all Israel, o .m N :T’HD K‘IT,‘J'N';i;;
and on all the world. And let us o o T
say: Amen.
All are seated.

:]‘1;9'? b 112 (“may the meditations of my  the heart, body, and soul. To know it is to

heart be accepfélile to You”) It requires a forget everything else, including the self. At
great effort to realize before Whom we stand, best, we can only attain it for an instant, and
for such realization is more than having a only from time to time. (Rabbi Abraham Joshua
thought in one’s mind. It is a knowledge in Heschel)

which the whole person is involved; the mind,
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Counting the Omer

Ty NTho

On the eve of the seventh day of Pesach include:

Here I am now ready and prepared
to fulfill the mitzvah of counting the
Omer, as it is written in the Torah:
“You shall count for yourselves from
the day after the Holy Day, from the
day you bring the sheaf of wave-
offering, seven complete weeks. You
must count until the day after the
seventh week—fifty days”

TR TN 191 AT

03 TEYT NYED Sy Ny myn
D27 ORIBYY (TR 2INDY
DK DM N2V nIman
niNAY vay moung my-nx
MIPATA nAvan

NY™2WT NAWT Mren 1y

‘0¥ DWW 19en

All rise.

Praised are You, Adonai our God,
Sovereign of the Universe, who
has sanctified us with mitzvot, and
has commanded us concerning the
counting of the Omer.

This is the sixth day of the Omer.

"Ry N0 (“counting the Omer”) The
counting of seven weeks from the sixteenth
day of Nisan, on which the omer [sheaf]
offering of the new barley crop was brought
to the Temple, until Shavuot, serves to
connect Pesach, the anniversary of the
exodus from Egypt, with Shavuot, the festival
that commemorates the giving of the Torah
on Mount Sinai.

Tradition has it that it was announced to
the Israelites in Egypt that fifty days after
the exodus the Torah would be given to them.
As soon as they were liberated, they were so

ATTIOR TR M3
NYTp WK BT 7R
NTED Y 131¥) iyl

MY

Y3 Dy MY o

eager for the arrival of the promised day that
they began to count the days, saying, “Now
we have one day less to wait for the giving of
the Torah.”...

In a similar vein, Maimonides points out
that the counting of the omer, between the
anniversary of the liberation from Egypt
and the anniversary of the Torah gift, is
suggestive of one who expects his most
intimate friend on a certain day: he counts
the days and even the hours. (Rabbi Philip
Birnbaum)
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Aleinu mby

The Aleinu has kept the balance between universalism and particularism
(Rabbi Jakob Petuchowski). Its theme is not Jewish superiority, but
the Jew’s gratitude for being introduced to the one, true God. Pride in
the particular teachings of Judaism is balanced here with the hope that
all humanity will one day come to enjoy the same truth.

When the Aleinu was originally written, it drew a contrast between
Judaism and paganism. As other monotheistic religions developed, this
prayer became controversial for both Jews and gentiles. In the last five
centuries there have been many variations of the text. Sometimes the
changes were initiated by Rabbinic leadership (for example, 1672 in
Italy), and sometimes the prayer was censored or even outlawed by the
government (for example, 1703 in Prussia). This prayerbook includes the
standard Hebrew text of the North American Reform movement.

All rise.
It is upon us to praise the God of all, roly) TT'USI? U:W‘? WJ’,'?SJ Each Jew has
to ascribe greatness to the Author ,WKRT2 Y 19T NN Z[Z’:’:nihsfﬁlz o
of creation, who has not made us ) nﬁy-l XiT ™y 337 J‘?-Y N‘?W Messiah, and is

like the nations of the lands nor MiNBYNY 1N KoY required to purify
the other families of the earth; who TeoTT T : :’n"aiu"::’s;h’: to
has not assigned our lot as theirs, '1J|7‘71'l nw N‘?W ARG sioh will come

nor our destiny as that of all the .Dg‘lhi_'_l 533 WJI?'TT'M_ SOID  when all Israel
I ’ ) have brought the

multitudes. o
messianic aspect
Therefore, we kneel, we bow in DMMRWRI DWYID 1MaR) « 0 e perection
‘ e - RN of growth and
worship, and offer thanks before 1;‘?7_3 -]‘773 ") 5‘7 DTN purity within.

(Rabbi Yehudah Tzvi

the Sovereign Ruler of all rulers, RT3 WhEU lDD??U et of St

the Holy One, praised be God:

Who spreads out the heavens and "T'QT"':I D?p\? }'H__.‘]':IJ N’Ii‘l\___ﬁ Isaiah 51:13
establishes the earth, whose glory OMwa NPT Wi YR
dwells in the highest heaven, whose " n JT_ﬂ_ Wy ;1 13U '731737:_\

mighty Presence is in the loftiest of IR X1 —
heights. This is our God, there is no Ay =R
other; our true Sovereign, who is 'u.;I?D X My px

beyond exception. ,in‘g-'n DHX
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As it is written in Your Torah: D77 AYTM :AN7IN2 2IN23
“Know this day and take it to heart: ~ yyr2 99 :p:‘;-‘;x nawm
the Eternal is God in the heavens l;,y;an D"DIZ;.BT'I'D"TI'BNTH X
above and on the earth below; oo nr - LT

. , TV R L N0RN PRI
there is none else: ' A :

All are seated.

We therefore place our hope in uv-r"?x n ,:]'7 mR 13 Sy

You, Adonai our God. Soon may /Y MIKDNA TN .I'\'lN'f?
we behold the glory of Your power: YIRT 0 D"?'IIJ’J '1’317'['7

banish idolatry from the earth; : ol
wipe away false gods; and perfect N2 N2 BRI

the world by Your divine rule. Then MY NHD'?T_SZ:I D?iy '[P-Db
all humanity will call upon Your ,qnw: i he '“y; 13 531
name and even the wicked will turn wuin 53 W‘?N J'I'L'!DTI"?

toward You. All the inhabitants of

W 52 W 22y
the earth will come to know that : ' B ' i

to You alone every knee must bend ’ 11:_‘73 0 :]‘7 2,230

and every tongue swear loyalty. n, TJDl? ]iwr7"73 yawn
Before You, Adonai our God, let '1123'71 '1'75"1 177 'lJ"'I‘?N
them humble themselves. To Your 'D‘?D 15:7-,-1 2 R ']DW

glorious name, let them give honour.
Then all will accept the yoke of
Your dominion, and You will reign

-]‘mm ,qm:‘m By nK
Y1 D95 TR oYy

over them soon and forever. For R :]l;"W .I'\'D‘?J_QU e
sovereignty is Yours, and to all ,'ﬁ:?; j‘?hn Ty ’79‘:7"117‘?1
eternity You will reign in glory. 1‘7731 i :qnina 233

As it is written in Your Torah:

v1 0ivh
“Adonai will reign forever and ever.” R S

And it is said: “Adonai shall rule ']5735 'l'l'l" T RN
over all the earth. On that day, K37 DI PIRD- 53" '7y
God shall be One and God’s name AR AW AR 'IZ'_I?
shall be One” T : TeoT T
IR (“One”) God is already One, of course, a single authority and standard of conduct for
but on a future day all peoples of the earth the entire world, enhancing the prospects of

will recognize God’s unity. There will be only harmony and peace. (Rabbi Elliot Dorff)
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Deuteronomy
4:39

Isaiah 45:23

Exodus 15:18

Zechariah 14:9
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Mourner’s Kaddish

oy wrTp

“Magnified and sanctified”: These are the same two verbs used in Ezekiel’s
description of the eschatological war of God (38:23). There God says: “I
will manifest My magnitude and My sanctity (v'hitgadalti v'hitkadashti),
and I will make Myself known before many nations, and they will know
that T am Adonai.” By opening the Kaddish this way, this prayer for the
dead anticipates eschatological redemption. (Marc Brettler)

Yemenite liturgy of the 14th-17th century expresses the same hope,

but on a personal level:

You are the Beginning and I am the end.
Who should have mercy at the end if not the Beginning?

All rise.

Magnified and sanctified be the
great name of the One by whose
will the world was created. Amen.
May God’s sovereignty govern
our lives, and the life of the whole
House of Israel, and let us say:
Amen.

May God’s great name be praised
for all eternity.

Blessed and praised; glorified,
exalted, and extolled; lauded,
honoured, and acclaimed be the
name of the Holy One, who is

ever to be praised, far above all the
blessings and songs of praise and
consolations which human lips can
utter, and let us say: Amen.
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From Psalm
113:2,
Daniel 2:20



For us and for all Israel, may the
blessing and the promise of life
come to all Israel, and

let us say: Amen.

May the One who causes peace
to reign in the high heavens
cause peace to descend on us,
and let us say: Amen.

XIW 10 K31 KpW X
SrI? 53 Sy by omm
RN AKX

K37 i3 by vy
53 Sy1 1%y 0ibw nvys
AR MK SR

Yit-ga-dal ve-yit-ka-dash she-mei ra-ba. A-mein.
Be-al-ma di-ve-ra chir-u-tei, ve-yam-lich mal-chu-tei
be-cha-yei-chon u-ve-yo-mei-chon u-ve-cha-yei
de-chol Beit Yis-ra-eil, ba-a-ga-la u-vi-ze-man ka-riv,

ve-im-ru: A-mein.

Ye-hei she-mei ra-ba me-va-rach le-a:-lam u-le-al-mei al-ma-ya.

Yit-ba-rach ve-yish-ta-bach ve-yit-pa-ar ve-yit-ro-mam ve-yit-na-sei
ve-yit-ha-dar ve-yit-aleh ve-yit-ha-lal she-mei de-Ku-de-sha, be-rich Hu,
le-ei-la min kol bir-cha-ta ve-shi-ra-ta tush-be-cha-ta ve-ne-che-ma-ta

da-a-mi-ran be-al-ma ve-im-ru: A-mein.

Ye-hei she-la-ma ra-ba min she-ma-ya ve-cha-yim a-lei-nu

ve-al kol Yis-ra-eil, ve-im-ru: A-mein.

0-seh sha-lom bim-ro-mav, Hu ya-a-seh sha-lom a-lei-nu

ve-al kol Yis-ra-eil, ve-im-ru: A-mein.

May the Source of peace send peace to all who mourn and

comfort to all who are bereaved. And together we say: Amen.

For the Shabbat Kiddush, see page 439.
For the Kiddush for Festivals, see page 440.
For HaMotzi, see page 446.

For blessings in the sukkah, see page 410.



